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Dear Congregations

I cannot believe that we are now in the second month of the year
2018 already! TIME flies! TIME is a valued commodity, and this
month, during our Stewardship campaign, we will focus on TIME.
I know that the word “stewardship” and “steward” are not words
that we commonly use today. Therefore, I want to review the
definition of stewardship: A steward is a person who manages and
administrates what has been entrusted to him/her by another.
In our case, a steward is a person who manages what has been
entrusted to him/her by God. God has entrusted us with talents,
TIME, and money. Therefore, stewardship of time is the careful and
responsible management of the time God has entrusted to our
care.
So let’s take the TIME this month to reflect on how we use our
TIME; what we do with the TIME God so graciously gives us.

And this is really important, because TIME is the one thing we can
never get back – once a minute has ticked past, that minute is
gone forever. So we should be really careful how we use our
TIME…
My youngest son, Nehan, has been obsessed with time ever since
he was about 3 years old. He always wants to know exactly how
long something will take, exactly how many minutes he has to wait
until something starts, exactly how long it will take before we
reach our destination. And don’t think you can fool him – if you
say that we’ll be there in 10 minutes just to keep him quiet, when
really it will still take 30 minutes to reach your destination, he’ll be
very upset, and complain about it for the next 20 minutes!!
But the positive side of this is - if I tell him that he has 5 more
minutes to play before we leave, he uses all 5 of those minutes to
play. He literally doesn’t waste a second, and he is never late for
anything. To be truthful, he keeps our whole family (and his
teacher!) on time. And I think we can all take a leaf out of his book
– if you have 5 minutes to spare – USE it, don’t just sit and wait till
it’s over.
Let’s use every minute we have to live our lives fully to the glory of
God. This month, and forever.
May God bless you all,

Nanda

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The next service will be held on
Thursday 8th February 2018
at 10.30am in Dickson Court
followed by a cuppa and wee chat.
The Lent service will be held on
Sunday 11th March

Rosebery Reflections
A short reflective session of hymn, prayer
and reading will be held on
Tuesday 27th February 2018
at The Rosebery Centre meeting at 12 noon
in Polbeth Harwood Church café area
followed by a wee blether.

Scotland 2018—
Year of Young People

Scotland’s first ever Year of Young People is happening in 2018.
The Church of Scotland plans to be actively involved, through
events and activities, celebrating church engagement with
children and young people at local, presbytery and national
levels.
Children and young people are wanted to be at the heart of
designing, developing and deciding what shape the year takes
and how churches get involved.
Churches are invited to sign a specially designed Pledge to
commit to engage and pray for children and young people and
explore new ways to encourage participation during 2018.
Our congregations started this on Sunday 28th January, and
continue during stewardship month on Sunday 18th February.
and look out for initiatives and events during the year.
On Thursday 15th March, the regular Bible Blether slot will be
used to have an open evening at Polbeth Harwood Church at
7.30pm when there will be a wide-ranging discussion on the
Year of the Young People and the opportunities which could be
developed locally. All those interested in young people, as well
as members of both Sessions and Congregational Boards are
invited to attend.

Kids (or the young at heart if you want to relax!)
…..See how colourful you can make this

On 11th February, Alison will be inducted at Polbeth Harwood
Church and we are delighted to have such a valuable asset to
our ministry team.

Alison Quilter,
Ordained
Local Minister
As I begin my time with you at Polbeth Harwood and West
Kirk of Calder, I thought I would share with you a little
information about me.
But first what is Ordained Local Ministry?
Ordained Local Ministry is a non-stipendiary form of the
Ministry of Word and Sacrament, aimed at people with an
appropriately tested sense of Call towards ordination and
who wish to serve primarily in a localised ministry.
Appointment to a post is the prerogative of Presbytery to
a particular locality or a specific role. An OLM will be in
support of those working in leadership roles as Parish
Ministers (whether full-time or part-time).
My home congregation is Whitburn South Parish Church
and I have served the Church in various roles. I was a BB
officer for 26 years, 10 years as captain; served on the
Congregational Board for 20 years; a member of the Kirk
Choir for over 33 years; served as Ed.Comm co-ordinator
for 8 years and served as an Elder for the last 16 years.
I also served the Church as Session Clerk for a few years
and now my faith journey has taken me to serve as an
Ordained Local Minister.

Church has always been an important part of my family’s
life going back generations. My papa was church organist
and choir master for well over 40 years and therefore we
were always involved in music at home.
I am married to William and we have lots of nephews and
nieces. Family life is very important to me and keeps me
grounded. As a family, my sisters and brother and their
families, come together and meet at mum and dad’s every
second Sunday to spend time with each other and to
share a family meal together, (all 14 of us!).
My day job takes me on a daily commute to Edinburgh in
my role as Head of IT for a financial institution where I
manage a team of technical and business specialists as
well as being responsible for business analysis and
project management, amongst other things. My role
provides many interesting challenges!
In my spare time, apart from singing, I enjoy walking with
friends and look forward to the reward of tea and cake
afterwards! I also like visiting museums and enjoy reading
poetry. Giving up golf was the sacrifice I made in order to
get through my studies at Aberdeen University and one
day I will go back to playing golf – but that may need to
wait until I retire!
I am delighted to be given the opportunity to join the
ministry team at Polbeth Harwood and West Kirk of Calder
and have the privilege of sharing in your faith journey.
Yours in Christ
Alison

Sunday Club & JAM CLUB
As I sit down today to and compile our wee bit for the Link
magazine for February and see today’s date; January 25th Burns
Day already! Where has the time gone?
Christmas, evenings of songs and carols, special services which
brought gifts in various ways for those less fortunate than
ourselves. Services led by children which remind everyone of
the very special gift we were all given a very long time ago.
Food and gifts in abundance, well how do you follow that in the
dull months that still lie ahead this winter?
I am sure by now you will have read or
heard somewhere that the Scottish
Government has dedicated 2018 as
“The Year of Young People”.
So what is that?
In a nut shell…….It is an opportunity for generations to come
together and celebrate our nation’s young people by focusing
and covering six themes: Culture, Education, Enterprise &
Regeneration, Equality & discrimination, Health & Wellbeing &
Participation.
A lot to cover in such a short time when we see how fast
January has flown by!

Every year we advertise what our church offers for youth from a
very early age and it is wonderful that we are supported by
some truly wonderful volunteers to make this all possible.
We would like to think that every child in our village and
surrounding area is given the same opportunity to be part of
these wonderful events on offer in our linked church, but
despite advertising and open invitations’ we find many are
either missed out, do not see/hear or simply cannot attend due
to a huge variety of reasons.
So what does this mean to YOU, and what can YOU do?
Help us engage and reach out to these
young people all around us. Help us as
we try to ensure the Church can also
connect and support the youth in all
the topics mentioned above.
Help us share information out there.


Once you’ve read your copy of Link, pass it on to someone



Forward the link to the church website



Share on Facebook

Invite the children to come join us on Sunday mornings, don’t
just say on passing, offer to bring them and take them home at
the end (with the parents’ permission of course) or bring them
and their parents to see all the fun things we get up to at
church! The full list is in this magazine every month to help you
see what is going on and when. Perhaps you have not been in a
while, we would love to have you join us—and bring the bairns!
OPEN INVITATION TO EVERYONE
Lorna

February

Cross-

ACROSS
1 ‘If you love those who love you, what — is that to you?’ (Luke 6:32)
(6)
4 ‘They threw the ship’s — overboard’ (Acts 27:19) (6)
7 The first murderer (Genesis 4:8) (4)
8 He was the head Levite in charge of the singing when the ark of God
was brought back to Jerusalem (1 Chronicles 15:22) (8)
9 Samson was noted for this (Judges 16:6) (8)
13 Solicit money or food from passers by (Acts 3:2) (3)
16 What William Booth’s Christian Mission became in 1878 (9,4)
17 Alliance of Religions and Conservation (1,1,1)
19 ‘I will praise your name for ever and ever. — — I will praise
you’ (Psalm 145:1–2) (5,3)
24 Simon had (anag.) (8)
25 Desperate (Deuteronomy 28:48) (4)
26 Elisha witnessed the boy he was seeking to resuscitate do this seven times before opening his eyes (2 Kings 4:35) (6)

27 The belly and thighs of the statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream were
made of this (Daniel 2:32) (6)
DOWN
1 ‘Before the — crows, you will disown me three times’ (Matthew 26:75)
(4)
2 Relating to the books of the Bible between Acts and Revelation (9)
3 ‘They have — the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they
have put him!’ (John 20:2) (5)
4 Belief (5)
5 ‘Take the following fine spices: ... 250 shekels of fragrant — ’ (Exodus
30:23) (4)
6 ‘Do not — Jerusalem, but wait for the gift’ (Acts 1:4) (5)
10 A seer (anag.) (5)
11 ‘Even there your hand will — me’ (Psalm 139:10) (5)
12 The wild variety was part of John the Baptist’s diet (Mark 1:6) (5)
13 A non-Greek speaker who was looked down on by civilized people
(Colossians 3:11) (9)
14 Famous 1950s musical whose characters included members of
16 Across, — and Dolls (4)
15 The province from which Paul wrote to the Corinthians
(1 Corinthians 16:19) (4)
18 ‘He was standing in the gateway with a linen cord and a measuring —
— his hand’ (Ezekiel 40:3) (3,2)
20 ‘Today, if you hear his — , do not harden your hearts as you did in the
rebellion’ (Hebrews 3:15) (5)
21 The Jericho prostitute who hid two Israelite spies on the roof of her
house (Hebrews 11:31) (5)
22 ‘And now these three remain: faith, — and love. But the greatest of
these is love’ (1 Corinthians 13:13) (4)
23 ‘God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an
end’ (Daniel 5:26) (4)

February is Stewardship month!
As part of the Church of Scotland’s Stewardship Programme
which covers Time, Talents and Money, during the month of
February this year we will be considering “Time”.
CHRISTIAN GIVING OF TIME
TIME is a fundamental part of God’s creation
(Genesis 1: 14-19) and should be recognised as a
very important gift from God. The stewardship of TIME is often
neglected by the Church as it often concentrates its attention
on money and talent.
In considering the Christian giving of TIME,
members are encouraged to reflect on the way
they use their TIME – all of it.
Throughout the month of February, Nanda will be reflecting on
this theme.
After the service on Sunday 4th members at West Kirk are
invited to go to the church hall to share a
breakfast roll along with the usual tea and
coffee, while at Polbeth Harwood, members
will have the opportunity to enjoy a soup and
sandwich lunch.
On Sunday 18th the service will look at how best we can serve
the young people of our church. This year has been designated
“The Year of Young People” by the government, and the Church
of Scotland is also recognising this.

Don’t let it come to this!
Many hands make lighter work for all concerned...

NANDA’S BIRTHDAY BASH
(FOR MY BROTHER)
At the end of February it will be my birthday
– again!
Another year older…
But also a reminder that I had another
whole year to love my brother. 2017 was a good year for
Emuel, he settled in to dialysis 3 times a week, and we had an
amazing time together over the summer. But 2018 didn’t start
well for him – he spent most of January in hospital, being so
poorly that I almost thought we were going to lose him…
But God is good, and he is back home again. His medical
expenses shot through the roof because of all the tests and
treatment he had to receive, and, like everything else, the cost
of keeping him on dialysis has gone up too. But thankfully,
because of all your support, that is the one thing I can give him!
My annual fundraiser will take place on

Saturday the 24th of February,
in the West Kirk of Calder Hall,
from 10:30-12:30.
Come, eat a cake and have a cuppa with
me for my birthday, and instead of buying me a birthday card,
pop a donation in the box, so I can send it to SA for another
year’s treatment for Emuel…

I do hope you can make it, and please invite all your friends
too. Thank you in advance for helping me to make life better for
someone who is very dear to me.
Nanda

Emuel, on a good day, with Nanda last summer

Bible Blether
The first Bible Blether of 2018
will be on
Thursday 8th February
at 7.30pm,
in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood
when the topic of the month,

TIME,
will be usefully employed by chatting over a welcome cuppa.
If you have a spare 60 minutes, why not come along?

YOUTH GROUP
Our next two meetings will take place
at Polbeth Harwood Church from 7pm—9pm
Friday 23rd February:

Friday 23rd March:

’Wii’ Evening

Easter Egg Hunt + Quiz

If you’re secondary school age, we’d love you to join the fun

Minister’s Office Hours
Office Hours for the coming weeks are as follows:
Wednesday 7th February

West Kirk 10.30—12

Wednesday 21st February

West Kirk 10.30—12

Tuesday 27th February

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

Wednesday 7th March

West Kirk 10.30—12

Tuesday 13th March

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

Wednesday 21st March

West Kirk 10.30—12

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc.,
someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests.

West Kirk Fundraising Group
The Candy Bars in 2018 will be held as usual on the first
Saturday of the month except for July and August.
The Congregational Board have run the event this
month followed by the next one on 3rd March to be staffed by
the Sunday Club and friends.
Morning coffee is served from 10am with lunches from 12
noon. Donations are always appreciated for the various stalls
and can be handed in from 1pm until about 2.30pm on the
Friday before.
A concert is planned for later in the Spring. Details will be
advertised in due course.
The Group looks forward to seeing you throughout 2018 at
some or all the events.
Jill Murray

WEST KIRK GUILD
The Guild is holding a
QUIZ NIGHT
on Monday 5th February at 7.45pm in the church hall.
Teams from Polbeth, the Session, Guild and our own Ministers
Team will compete, under the watchful eye of quizmaster,
Stewart MacRae.
It is always a fun evening and all invited to support the teams,
test your own knowledge and enjoy a time of fellowship.
The next Guild meeting will be on Monday 5th March when
Neil Rowland will be talking about the Scout project in Namibia
Alison Baxter, Secy

World Day of Prayer
Friday 2nd March 2018
Our local service, led by the West Kirk Guild with ladies of
Polbeth Harwood and friends at Limefield UF church,
will be held at

Polbeth Harwood Church at 2pm
All are welcome along to this short service, followed by
fellowship over a cuppa.
This year, the service has been prepared by the women of
Suriname, a nation of mixed cultures brought together by
Dutch colonisers in South America, which gained
independence in 1975.
The theme is

“All God’s creation is very good!”

Come along and find out for yourselves!

The Snowflake………
Is one of nature’s most fragile things,
…...but just look at what they can do
when they stick together.
Vesta Kelly

Parish Record
Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
18th Nov—Jean Clark, Burngrange Care Home, West Calder
8th Dec—Isabella Kirk, Burngrange Care Home, West Calder
8th Dec—Kathleen Johnstone, Happy Valley Road, Blackburn
15th Dec—Michael Henderson, Hartwood Mains, West Calder
15th Dec—Elizabeth Findlay, Langside Gardens, Polbeth

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
For each step that I might take,
Be my guide, O Lord of life.
For each load that I might bear,
Be my strength, O Lord of life.
For each mountain I might face,
Be my power, O Lord of life.
For each river that might impede,
Be my safety, O Lord of life.
For each place where I might rest,
Be my peace, O Lord of life.
Amen.
Christian Aid

Events: March 2018
Thursday

1st

Board & Session meetings

West Kirk

7.00pm

Friday

2nd

World Day of Prayer

Polbeth Harwood 2.00pm

Saturday

3rd

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

4th

Holy Communion

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Monday

West Kirk Guild

West Kirk

7.45pm

Wednesday 7th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Wednesday 7th

Board & Session

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Thursday

8th

Pastoral Care Meeting

West Kirk

1.00pm

Sunday

11th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

11th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

13th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

13th Seniors Daffodil Tea

WCHS

Tuesday

5th

1.15pm

PANCAKE DAY
TUESDAY 13th FEBRUARY
Know your spouse
While attending a Marriage Seminar dealing with communication,
Tom and his wife Grace were told by the instructor that it was
essential that husbands and wives know the things that are important
to each other. He addressed Tom.
‘For instance, can you name your wife's favourite flower?’
Tom leaned over, touched his wife's arm gently and whispered,
‘It's self-raising, isn't it?’

Events: February 2018
Saturday

3rd

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

4th

Stewardship Brunch

West Kirk

10.45am

Stewardship Lunch

Polbeth Harwood 12.15pm

Guild Quiz Night

West Kirk

7.45pm

Wednesday 7th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Thursday

8th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

8th

Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm

11th Induction service for

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Monday

Sunday

5th

Rev Alison Quilter
Sunday

18th Stewardship service—
Focus on Young People

Sunday

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am

18th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Wednesday 21st Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Friday

West Kirk

7.00pm

23rd Community Cinema—
showing “Dunkirk”

Friday

23rd Youth Group

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Saturday

24th Coffee Morning

West Kirk

Tuesday

27th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

Tuesday

27th ‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Contribution deadline
for the next issue...
All contributions for the March2018
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Wednesday 21st February 2018

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

West Kirk

9.45am

2nd Sunday Bible Class
of month
Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

2nd & 4th weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
1st & 3rd weeks

Thursday

