April 2018

Issue 102

The Link

The magazine for the linked congregations and
communities of the
West Kirk of Calder and Polbeth Harwood.
www.west-kirk-polbeth-harwood.co.uk

Minister
Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald
3 Johnsburn Road Balerno EH14 7DN
Phone: 0131 261 7977 Mobile: 07846 539841
Email: minister@west-kirk-polbeth-harwood.co.uk
Ordained Local Minister
Rev Alison Quilter

Mobile: 07741 985597

Email: AQuilter@churchofscotland.org.uk
West Kirk

Polbeth Harwood

Session Clerk

Session Clerk

Stewart MacRae

Marian Kinsman

23 Westmuir Road

12 Langside Crescent

West Calder

Polbeth

EH55 8EX

EH55 8UW

01506 872486

01506 871125

sessionclerk@westkirkofcalder.co.uk

Marian.kinsman@polbethharwood.co.uk

Treasurer

Treasurer

Karen Elliot

Sandra McCabe

01506 418049

01506 872593

treasurer@westkirkofcalder.co.uk

Safeguarding Co-ordinator

Safeguarding Co-ordinator

Eleanor Davidson

Kathy Black

01506 873590

01506 871802

Polbeth Parish Church of Scotland

West Kirk of Calder(Church of Scotland)

Charity SC17373

Charity SC004703 Congregation 020161

Congregation 020156

Newsletter Editor
thelinkeditor@west-kirk-polbeth-harwood.co.uk

April 2018

This month, our letter from the minister
is written by our Ordained Local Minister
Alison Quilter

It is said that inspiration
comes from the strangest of events and is to be found in the
most unusual of places. How true these words are!
Whilst standing outside the George Hotel recently, my friend
and I found ourselves rooted to the spot as our eyes caught
sight of the signage on the outside of the “Hard Rock Café”.
Like the first Easter disciples who appeared at the empty tomb,
we were dumbfounded at the sight. The words emblazoned on
the front of the café were what we refer to as our call to
discipleship – “love all, serve all”. Through those words we were
reminded once again that God meets us in the unlikeliest of
places.

Yet why should we be surprised, it happened to the group of
women who arrived at the tomb; it happened to the disciples
on the Road to Emmaus; it happened to Saul and Thomas and
countless others throughout the ages.
All whom God has revealed himself to were charged to take
forward the message of discipleship and to transform the
world through the power of the Risen Christ.
It is a call to “love all, serve all”.
As we reflect upon the story of the resurrection, and the
disciples whose ‘eyes were opened’ to the reality of God’s
presence among them, may we be transformed by the
message of Easter and respond to God’s call to “love and serve
all”. May you know the resurrection gifts of hope, peace and
love and I pray that the gift of hope is never extinguished in
your heart.
I finish with ‘Thank You’!
Thank you for making me feel so welcome.
Shalom.
Alison

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The service for Lent will be held on
Thursday 12th April
at 10.30am in Dickson Court
followed by a welcome cuppa and chat.
The following service will be held on
Sunday 13th May in Stewart Court

Rosebery Reflections
Due to the Easter break,
the next short reflective session of
hymn, prayer and reading will be held on
Tuesday 15th May
at The Rosebery Centre meeting at 12 noon
in Polbeth Harwood Church café area

YEAR OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Billed as West Lothian Presbytery’s event for the Year
of Young People (YOYP) in Livingston United Parish
Church, Carmondean and having read the article in January’s Life
and Work entitled “Celebrating Young People” we were eager to
see this event. The Year was first announced by the Scottish
Government in 2013, led by several youth organisations with
stated aims. Over 500 young volunteers (aged 8-26) have been
recruited by youth organisations to represent their local
communities as YOYP ambassadors.
The Church of Scotland recognised the potential of the event in
2016 when General Assembly instructed Presbyteries and Sessions
to participate in the Year“ as an opportunity for the Kirk to engage
with young people”. The Church’s Children’s Development Worker
is coordinating the engagement with the YOYP. Throughout the
year a monthly focus area is suggested to share prayer & news and
to stimulate specific activities.
The event in Livingston United Church Carmondean on 24 March
was structured with a variety of activities. Following an opening
service in the Sanctuary the company divided into 3 groups of
roughly 25, each comprising adults, young children and some
teenagers from the Boys Brigade. Games included indoor hockey
moves, curling without ice and music from percussion pipes of
varying length. West Kirk and Polbeth were well represented by
our ministry team and some 13 members of our congregations.
Elsewhere, you will find details of our own plans for YOYP.

George Stott

Just a few of the wonderful gifts we see in spring
Can you find them all in this word search?

.
Why are people always tired in April? –
Because they’ve just finished a March.
Why did the Easter bunny hide? –
He was a little chicken.
Why can’t you tease egg whites? –
They can’t take a yolk.
What do you give a sick bird? –
TWEETment
What goes up when the rain comes down? –

Our great adventure begins with our first training meeting on
Wednesday April 18th at 7:30pm in Polbeth Harwood Church.
There’s a warm—-even Mediterranean?—welcome for all
volunteers to come along and learn a little more about what we
have in store this summer………..
well it’s not actually a store ….more like a tent or a pyramid—
and the mode of travel will have to be camels and we can
almost guarantee you are bound to get sand somewhere as we
head off to Egypt this summer!
Follow up meetings are being held on
Wednesday 16th May in West Kirk
Thursday 14th June in Polbeth Harwood Café area
all at 7:30pm

YOUTH GROUP
Our next meeting will be on Friday 27th April
when we will be having a visit to

Jump Station
If you’re at High School, come and join the fun

Discussion evening on
Year of Young People
Teamwork & Some of Our Plans
We had a great discussion at Bible Blether last month on “The
Year of Young People” recognising we already jointly offer a
great many things for young people throughout both our
churches, but we wanted to reach out and “Go the extra mile”
for young people in our area this year.
As a starter we felt that we have a great many talents which we
use every day and often take for granted. Simple things like,
knitting sewing, crochet, paper crafts, baking and even some
simple wood crafts.
So we decided to hold some special craft events in the West
Kirk church hall for primary school aged children.
The dates are: - April: Friday 13th & 20th from: 2-4pm.
May: Friday 11th & 18th from: 2-4pm.
June: Friday 8th & 15th from: 2-4pm.
All children will need to register in advance to ensure a place as
spaces are limited. The local primary schools & library have also
been very supportive in helping us publicise these events.
We have a few very talented helpers who are able to share
their skills with the young people already in place, but have
plenty room for more people able to assist the kids as they
learn new skills. If you can and would like to help or know of
someone in our community who would love to help on any or
all of the dates please let Marian or Lorna know as soon as
possible.
There will be more information next month on other events
being planned by us for the young people in our area this year.

April

Crossword

Across
1 ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4)
3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters of faith (8)
9 In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3)
10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5)
11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush
(Exodus 3:1) (5)
12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6)
14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’ (Matthew 13:22) (13)
17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6)
19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his
disciples’ feet (John 13:4) (5)
22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5)

23 For nine (anag.) (7)
24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8)
25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of
Elah: ‘This day I — the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4)
Down
1 ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — —
my face from them’ (Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4)
2 Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah,
and so on (5)
4 ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — ,
who is the image of God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6)
5 An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5)
6 Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas,
which became a 1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4)
7 ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4)
8 One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 10:28) (6)
13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8)
15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure —
floweth’ (7)
16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3)
18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John
8:36) (2,3)
20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5)
21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from
the love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (4)

Polbeth Harwood Church
is hosting
a spectacular event
on Friday 27th April at 7pm

Shine Youth Music Theatre
This touring company features 35 young people
performing music from the world of stage and screen
with an eclectic mix to suit all musical tastes.
The Company, from Carluke, started up in 2003 and have
performed at many church functions, corporate events,
charity fundraisers and large venues such as SECC, EICC
and many more. As well as touring, they stage two big
productions a year.
Friday promises to be a fantastic evening finished with
light refreshments
Tickets cost £7.00 including refreshments
They can be purchased from Astrid McKirdy, Sandra
McCabe, Marion Kinsman or Carol Chapman at Polbeth
Harwood and May Arnott at West Kirk.
Don’t miss out—Get your tickets early

CANDY BARS
Candy Bars have been a feature of the West Kirk
since the early 1970’s. They were the brain child of
the late Anne Dundas and were started as a means
to raise funds to build a new Church Hall to replace
Stewart Street Hall.
The monthly events took various forms over the
years. In addition to the constant features of Lunch
& the Cake and Candy Stall, the Fancy Goods Stall
has been one of the main sources of income for the
Church and a showcase for the many talents of our
members. Many of us will remember Mrs Law’s
wonderful cushions and may still be proud owners
of a “Paddington Bear”.
In 1998 Betty Short joined the Fund Raising Group
and soon became involved with the Craft Stall
contributing remarkable “Decoupage” pictures and
many other hand crafted items. Betty was also the
instigator of “Holiday Gifts “ feature of the stall.
Betty herself recalls
“Many years ago when Mary Donald and I took over
the fancy goods stall all the goods were hand
made—aprons, knitting bags with lovely handles,
knitted goods, babywear, tea cosies, beautiful round
pleated cushions and the famous Paddington Bears.
Working on the stall was enjoyable and well worth
while.”
Morag Stott & Betty Short

Bible Blether
Thursday 19th April
at 7.30pm
in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood
Come and have a cuppa;
Sit back and relax……
as we reflect upon what people in Biblical times
did for relaxation
All welcome

Minister’s Office Hours
With the Easter break during April, Office Hours for the coming
weeks are as follows:
Wednesday 18th April

West Kirk 10.30—12

Tuesday 24th April

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

Wednesday 2nd May
Tuesday 15th May

West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

During the holidays, Nanda or Alison can be contacted for any
urgent matters by phone or email.
See inside cover page for detail.

Can you help please?

Safe Families For Children is a charity
working hand-in-hand with children’s
services to link families in need with a network of local
volunteers who can offer them support.
There are a few volunteers from both Polbeth Harwood Church
& West Kirk involved in this charity giving time, money, advice
and friendship to those in need.
However, as children are involved and we volunteers may no
longer have all the necessary equipment to help give as full
support as wished, I am hoping to rectify this with the help
from both congregations.
In particular, if you have a child car seat (meeting the new
regulations) which is no longer needed, any would be gratefully
received.
My hope is to have a bank of equipment that members of both
congregations can borrow when needed.
Please contact me, Astrid McKirdy, on 07825247051
or email astridmckirdy@sky.com
Many thanks!
Astrid

With spring just around the corner……...

Dust if you Must
By Rose Milligan

Dust if you must, but wouldn’t it be better
To paint a picture, or write a letter,
Bake a cake, or plant a seed;
Ponder the difference between want and need?
Dust if you must, but there’s not much time,
With rivers to swim, and mountains to climb;
Music to hear, and books to read;
Friends to cherish, and life to lead.

Dust if you must, but the world’s out there
With the sun in your eyes, and the wind in your hair;
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain,
This day will not come around again.
Dust if you must, but bear in mind,
Old age will come and it’s not kind.
And when you go (and go you must)
You, yourself, will make more dust.

West Calder and Harburn CDT
are staging an exhibition in April
on West Calder Co-operative Society.
They are looking for memorabilia or photographs from West
Calder Co-op Society and they would like to record stories from
those who worked or shopped in the Co-op.
If you can be of any help, please contact
catherine@westcalder.org or 01506 872931.

Moving with the times—’Let us P(r)ay’!
No change?—you can still give your offering!
Say ‘Goodbye’ to the offering plate
and ‘Hello’ to the card reader
…….well, in the Church of England anyway
It has been trialling ‘contactless payment’ in some of it’s
churches and is now in the process of introducing the scheme
in more than 16,000 cathedrals, churches and other religious
sites.
Although, like our congregations, many give by standing orders,
it was recognised that fewer people carry cash.
So a nominated office bearer will be on hand at the start or end
of a service or event with a portable card reader to take
payments from contactless bank cards, chip and pin, Apple Pay
& Google Pay!

Parish Record
Baptisms
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”
18th March—Gabriel Geoffrey Lachlan, infant son of Catriona Curtis
nee Lachlan

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
18th February— David Paton, Mooreland Gardens, Addiewell

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
Loving God,
We thank you that in the turmoil of life
you are always with us your love reaching out,
your hand supporting us
and your grace giving us strength.
Amen.

Contribution deadline
for the next issue...
All contributions for the May 2018
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Friday 27th April 2018

Events: April 2018
Sunday

1st

Ecumenical Sunrise Service Auld Kirk Yard

7.00am

1st

United Easter Day worship West Kirk

10.00am

Saturday

7th

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

8th

Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Thursday

12th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Friday

13th Kids Craft Session

West Kirk

2.00pm

Monday

16th Guild AGM

West Kirk

7.45pm

West Kirk

10.30am

Wednesday 18th Minister’s Office Hours
18th Holiday Club meeting

Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm

Thursday

19th Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm

Friday

20th Kids Craft Session

West Kirk

2.00pm

Friday

20th Celebration of Cauther’s

West Kirk

7.30pm

Co-operative Movement
Tuesday

24th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

Friday

27th Shine Theatre Group

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Friday

27th Youth Group

Jump Station

7.00pm

Events: May 2018
Wednesday 2nd

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Thursday

3rd

Board & Session Meetings

West Kirk

7.00pm

Saturday

5th

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Board & Session Meetings

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Wednesday 9th
Friday

11th Kids Craft Session

West Kirk

2.00pm

Sunday

13th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

13th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

15th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

15th ‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Tuesday

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

West Kirk

9.45am

2nd Sunday Bible Class
of month
Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

2nd & 4th weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
1st & 3rd weeks

Thursday

