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For one whole week during the month of May, George Stott, Liz
Dyer and I were commissioners at the General Assembly of the
Church of Scotland. It was a week of early mornings, late nights
and long afternoons! We sat there in the Assembly Halls with more
than 800 other people, attending the longest and biggest meeting I
have ever been to! (And us ministers attend plenty meetings!)
Now I know this might sound a little daunting, or even boring –
and I won’t lie to you – there were moments (especially after lunch
on a warm afternoon) that I struggled to keep my eyes open, never
mind concentrate! But it was really amazing to be part of
something so BIG. To meet so many other people who do what we
do in other places all over the country (and even abroad), and to
hear about the difference the church is making in so many people’s
lives. Did you know that the Church of Scotland is the largest body
of volunteers in the country? And we are a part of that!

But it wasn’t all listening to reports and debate.
On Sunday morning we attended an amazing service in St Giles
Cathedral, where the church burst out of its seems and the
singing lifted the roof!
Then there was Heart and Soul in Princes Street Gardens, where it
was lovely to see thousands op people celebrating our Church in
an informal setting.
On Tuesday we celebrated the fact that 50 years ago the 1st female
minister was ordained in the Church of Scotland, and to me that
was a very heart-warming experience. Suzanne Dunleavy came
along to join lots of other women walking up the Mound, and we
listened to inspirational stories told by special ladies.
On Thursday evening we attended a beating retreat and reception
at Holyroodhouse Palace, where we were treated almost like
Royalty. And then on Friday Alison Quilter was introduced to the
General Assembly along with all the other new ministers.

The Moderator, the Right Rev Susan Brown, a small woman with a
big presence, led the meeting splendidly and with her good sense
of humour she had us all in stitches every now and again. No
doubt she will lead the church to new heights this year.
I thank God for the opportunity to not only be the minister at

the very special West Kirk of Calder and Polbeth Harwood Church,
but also for the fact that we form part of a Church that isn’t afraid
to look the future in the eye and bring much needed change when
and where we can…
The theme of the Assembly was “Peace be with you” – and it is my
prayer that the Peace of God will be with you all – always.
Blessings, Nanda

Being there for each other

A very talented lady – Debbie McConnell – who is a member
of Andre’s congregation in Balerno, hosts a couple of
charity concerts every year. This year she decided to have
one for my brother! How amazing is that?
Please come along for “Magical moments from the
musicals” at Balerno Parish Church on Friday 22
June at 7pm. Free admission, donations welcome.
It will be lovely if you can join us at this special occasion!
Nanda

Minister’s Office Hours
During the summer months, there will be no Office Hours.
Alison will be on holiday towards the end of June but will be
available whilst Nanda and family are on holiday.
Between them they can be contacted by phone or email.
Office Hours will resume in September.

Polbeth Harwood Church

May Fayre
Many thanks to all the workers and to all who supported our
fayre in any way.
As well as raising the fantastic sum of £1490,
it was a great day socially, giving people the chance to catch up
and spend time together.
Linda Eardley

United Summer Worship
Yes! Summer holidays are approaching
again when our congregations meet together to hold
single united services for morning worship
during the months of July and August.

Starting at 10.00am
July services will be held in West Kirk
August services in Polbeth Harwood Church
The minister will be on holiday from 4th July
so pulpit cover for the months is as follows:
1st July

Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald

8th July

Rev Suzanne Dunleavy

15th July

Rev Suzanne Dunleavy

22nd July

Rev Suzanne Dunleavy

29th July

Rev Alison Quilter

5th August

Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald

Rev Alison Quilter (details on inside cover)
will provide pastoral cover during Nanda’s holiday

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The service will be held on
Thursday 14th June
at 10.30pm in Dickson Court
followed by the usual cuppa and chat.
This is the last service
before the summer break.
We’ll meet again in September.
In the meantime, enjoy the warmer weather
over the next couple of months,

Rosebery Reflections
The short reflective sessions of hymn,
prayer and reading will resume
in September

United Morning Worship
on
Sunday 17th June
in
Polbeth Harwood Church
at 10.00am
Please note:
There is no service at West Kirk on this date

Annual summer outing to
Silversands ~ Aberdour
SUNDAY 17TH JUNE
Free bus & Picnic
~

The bus departs from Polbeth Harwood
around 11am after our
joint service
~

You are invited to come
and join us on this
great day out!
If you wish to travel by bus, please give your name to
Sandra Dixon at Polbeth Harwood or
Lorna Graham at West Kirk

Our last meeting for this summer’s holiday club is on
Thursday June 14th in Polbeth Café area at 7:30pm.
Registration will have opened by the time you get your Link so
if you know of any children who would like to join us this
summer please urge them to complete a form now as it fills up
very quickly. Information and forms can be found in both
churches and on the church website.
On Wednesday June 6th we are holding a craft evening in
Polbeth Harwood café area, to prepare some
paper items for the holiday club. Would you be
able to come along and help cutting out?
We will be there from 7pm and it would help if
you could please bring along your scissors!
Add some colour to this lovely picture
Add
some colour to this lovely picture

Year of Young People
Unfortunately our second crafting date in
May had to be cancelled due to events beyond our
control! Our last two dates still remaining are Fridays
June 8th & 15th with all children having to register in
advance .
We will have a great selection of crafts available for
children to try their hand at.
Forms are available in both churches!
The Sunday Club children enjoyed a visit on Christian
Aid Sunday by Erick Wicks a very skilled tradesman
who is also a “bit of a Superhero”. Erick shared some
interesting stories with the kids and brought along
some tools of his trade. Erick also manages to find
time to do lots of charity work too, including working
with vision impaired adults crafting with wood.
You can see some photos on the church website of
his visit.
On the same morning, JAM Club had a visit from the
Army. Again, pictures on the website.
Look out for………...
We have another special visitor coming
along to Sunday & JAM Club in June!

Social Bite Community Village
You may remember 4 of us looked out the thermals and
embarked on a short trip into Princes Street Gardens on a very
cold December night to Sleep in the Park with thousands of
people all with the same agenda…….
To eradicate homelessness…..This was the vision of Josh
Littlejohn social bite founder which became a reality!
It is not very often when we participate in a fundraiser, that we
see where your kindly donated money goes. Let’s face it we
might have braved the coldest night in sub-zero temperatures,
but the event would not have had same impact without the
likes of Sir Bob Geldolf, Liam Gallacher, Deacon Blue, Amy
McDonald, John Cleese and Rob Brydon endorsing the
movement. It was destined to be a success, but it was only
after we were invited along to see the recently completed
Social Bite Community Village has it really hit home.
So on 20th May, Reeta, Sandra
and myself travelled to Granton
on a sunny afternoon for a tour
of the new community village.
And I think it is safe to say that
we were all humbled yet again!
I have taken a couple of pictures
of the units and community hub
Unfortunately it does not
capture the feeling of love and
hope for a new future.

Community members will have access to intensive support,
education, mentorship and employment support during their
stay to give them the best leg up into society when they move
into permanent mainstream accommodation at the end of
their stay. Social Bite has partnered with Cyrenians who have
the qualified staff to support this project.
This all happens in the community hub which is a great space
overlooking the Forth where they can all come together for
meals or just socialise as well as being the support workers
base.
The living quarter have been designed so 2 members share a
unit with their own sleeping area and a communal area. The
design of these units is very clever and have been furnished
with new equipment donated by various companies and
sponsors. Each bedroom has an individually designed quilted
cover and there is soft furnishings and pictures to give it
homely feel. Do go to the church website to see for yourself!
The village plays a part in a much larger jigsaw of programmes
Social Bite are developing and promoting this year, Housing
First being one of them which will see over 800 people taken
out of homelessness into permanent account with wrap around
support for each tenancy to ensure it's success.
None of this could have happened without you!
If you want to do more, visit one of the Social Bite cafés or
Home Restaurant and forward a meal or if you want to do more
check out the social bite website http://social-bite.co.uk/
Astrid McKirdy

June

Crossword

Across
1 Evil (Genesis 6:5) (10)
7 Musician called for by Elisha when he met the kings of Israel,
Judah and Edom (2 Kings 3:15) (7)
8 The request that led to the institution of the Lord’s Prayer:
‘Lord, — us to pray’ (Luke 11:1) (5)
10 ‘We are hard pressed on every—’(2Corinthians4:8)(4)
11 Fraud (2Corinthians6:8) (8)
13 ‘His troops advance in force; they build a siege ramp against
me and — around my tent’ (Job 19:12) (6)
15 Where Rachel hid Laban’s household gods when he
searched his daughter’s tent (Genesis 31:34) (6)

17 ‘Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to
be—’ (1 Corinthians 12:1) (8)
18 Nomadic dwelling(Genesis26:25)(4)
21 ‘As for man,his days are like—,he flourishes like a flower of
the field’ (Psalm 103:15) (5)
22 Or I live (anag.)(7)
23 Those guilty of 1 Across(Romans13:4)(10)
Down
1 ‘God so loved the — that he gave his one and only
Son’ (John 3:16) (5)
2 ‘Away in a manger, no — for a bed’ (4)
3 Mob ten (anag.) (6)
4 ‘Each — group made its own gods in several towns where
they settled’ (2 Kings 17:29) (8)
5 Began (Luke 9:46) (7)
6 Speaking very softly (John 7:32) (10)
9 Workers Ruth joined when she arrived in Bethlehem with
her mother-in-law Naomi (Ruth 2:3) (10)
12 Put in jail(Acts22:19)(8)
14 Aceturn(anag.)(7)
16 Discharge(Acts21:3)(6)
19 ‘All these—come from inside and make a man
“unclean”’ (Mark 7:23) (5)
20 ‘Let us rejoice and be glad and — him glory!
’ (Revelation19:7)

Women in Ministry
Tuesday 22nd May, at the General Assembly, marked the 50th
anniversary of the decision taken at the 1968 Assembly to allow
women to be ordained in the ministry of word and sacrament.
The women who have been ordained into the Church ministry and
their supporters made a large gathering of around 500 and, led by a
past Moderator, Very Rev Dr Lorna Hood, walked from the Mound
into the quadrangle at new College beside the statue of John Knox to
be met by this year’s Moderator, Rt Rev Susan Brown. (What would
Knox have made of all these women ministers?)
The youngest to take part was a six-month-old baby and the oldest
were some of the first women ministers to be ordained.
From the steps leading in to Assembly Hall, Rev Dr Margaret Forrester
identified herself as commissioner number “007— licensed to
preach” before speaking of her immense pride in the occasion and
the long difficult journey she and other pioneers had taken.
Rev Mary Morrison and Rev Catriona Morrison, the first mother and
daughter to be ordained into the ministry, addressed the crowd and
read a prayer. Afterwards, a special celebration was held in Assembly
Hall, with barely a seat available.
Dr Forrester, one of the most prominent campaigners all those years
ago, spoke movingly of how women had been “gagged by the church
we loved and sought to serve.”
In 1967, having been refused permission to address the General
Assembly on the matter of the ordination of women, she described
how they were offered a room off site from New College. Dr Forrester
said: “Because no-one else would come we invited the press.”
The tactic worked and the following year the vote on women’s
ordination as ministers of word and sacrament “was so decisive there
was no need to count.”

Dr Forrester paid a moving tribute to fellow pioneers, Dr Elizabeth
Hewat, who “like Moses led her people to the promised land, though
never entered it herself”. She hailed Mary Lusk, who was the first
person to petition the General Assembly for the ordination of
women.
Dr Forrester, who received a standing ovation from Commissioners,
also remembered Rev Grahame Bailey, minister of St Martin's
Edinburgh, who worked alongside the women campaigners of the
church. His former parish was the first church to ordain women elders
and Mr Bailey's two daughters listened to the speech from Assembly
Hall.
Rev Jean Montgomerie of Peterculter in Aberdeenshire, the longest
living ordained woman, spoke of having watched the debate in 1968
from the public gallery as a student. She remembered applying to
around 35 parishes after completing training as a minister.

Nanda & Suzanne at the celebration

Nanda & Alison when Alison
was ‘introduced’ to Assembly
Little wonder that youngsters in our parish these days might be
surprised to know that MEN can be ministers too!!!

Parish Record
Baptisms
Adult: 6th May—Annie Paxton
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”

6th May—Ellie Darcey Paxton, daughter of Robert and Ann Paxton
(nee Prescott)
27th May—Robyn Lorna Smith, infant daughter of Mark and Louise
Smith (nee Graham)

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
5th May—James Young, Langside Crescent Polbeth

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
Prayer
From dust we came,
to dust we will return.
Yet you breathe life into us,
you fill our lives with good things,
and you invite us into life in all its fullness.
In our lives may we be reminded
that to you we matter.
You alone have the words that give us life:
life that sparkles; life that lasts.
Amen.

Events: June 2018
Saturday

2nd

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

3rd

Holy Communion

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Tuesday

5th

Guild Afternoon Tea

New Lanark

2.30pm

Wednesday

6th

Holiday Club Craft Night

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

Thursday

7th

Board & Session meetings

West Kirk

7.00pm

Friday

8th

Kids Craft Session

West Kirk

2.00pm

Sunday

10th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Wednesday

13th Board & Session meetings

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

Thursday

14th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Thursday

14th Holiday Club meeting

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

Friday

15th Kids Craft Session

West Kirk

2.00pm

Sunday

17th United Morning Worship

Polbeth Harwood

10.00am

17th Summer Outing

Polbeth Harwood

11.00am

Friday

22nd Youth Group

Contribution deadline
for the next issue...
All contributions for the
July/August 2018
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Sunday 24th June 2018

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

West Kirk

9.45am

2nd Sunday Bible Class
of month
Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

2nd & 4th weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
1st & 3rd weeks

Thursday

