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This month, our letter from the minister
is written by our Ordained Local Minister
Alison Quilter

Dear Congregations
This year we mark the centenary of the end of World War I.
On Armistice-Remembrance Sunday on 11th November 2018,
people in our communities and around the Commonwealth will
be reflecting on the lives that were changed irrevocably, and
those that were lost.
Some 65 million men were mobilised across Europe during
World War I. Nearly a third of them – some 21 million were
wounded. Another 8.5 million were killed and some 7.7 million
were taken prisoners of war. All of them had family and friends
whose lives were changed forever by the events of 1914-1918.
My great grandfather, 5th Battalion Cameron Highlanders, died
of wounds sustained in battle and is buried in a Commonwealth
grave in the city of Gent, Belgium. Over the years members of
my family have made the journey to see his grave and take time
to reflect on his life that was and could have been. My great
grandmother was given an opportunity to write an inscription
for the head stone –

she wrote this: ‘We loved you, but God loved you more’.
As part of our journeys we have also visited the many
graveyards and memorials throughout Flanders and beyond.
Rows and rows of gravestones in every corner and street in all
the villages and towns and the many fields dressed in white
headstones, too many to count. The horror and sacrifice of war
displayed for all the world to see, yet there is a stillness and
peacefulness which envelopes your inner being as you take in
what is around you.
During this season of remembrance, and particularly on
Armistice Day - Remembrance Sunday, we thank God for the
freedoms we now enjoy because of those, who in both World
Wars and subsequent conflicts, laid down their lives for our
nation and the Commonwealth.
It is important to note that throughout all of those conflicts,
our sailors, soldiers and airmen and women have had access to
the Bible, having been presented with copies prior to
deployment. Over the years, many have testified to the
comfort the Scriptures have brought to their lives, while others
testify to transformed lives through reading the Bible.
In the New Testament, remembrance is centred on the greatest
of all sacrifices that of the atoning death of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, ‘This is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me’. And likewise, the cup after
they had eaten, saying, ‘This cup that is poured out for you
is the new covenant in my blood’.
Let us never forget His ultimate sacrifice.

The holiness of God that transforms the world from brokenness
to wholeness does so by healing. This is the basis for our hope.
Peace is not something that you wish for. It is something that
you make, something that you do, something that you are,
something that you give away.
The memories we recall this Remembrance Sunday should spur
us forward in search for true harmony and peace throughout
the world.
Shalom, Alison

Minister’s Office Hours
Office Hours for the coming weeks are as follows:
Wednesday 7th November
Tuesday 13th November
Wednesday 21st November
Tuesday 27th November

West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12
West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

There will be no Office Hours in December.
If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc.,
someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests.

West Calder High School

Jingle & Mingle
on Tuesday 18th December 1.30—3pm
Inviting older friends along to our new home

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The Remembrance service
will be held on
Sunday11th November
at 2pm in Stewart Court
followed, as usual, by a cuppa and chat.
The Advent service will take
place on Thursday 13th December
at 10.30am at Dickson Court

Rosebery Reflections
The short reflection for
Remembrance
will be held on
Tuesday 13th November at 12 noon
in café area, Polbeth Harwood
The Advent reflection will be held on
Tuesday 11th December

Polbeth Harwood Ladies ‘At Home’ Evening
on Friday 9th November at 7pm
Everyone is warmly welcome to hear about the work of
Social Bite, a charity dedicated to eradicating homelessness, and being
commended & supported by the Moderator of The Church of Scotland.
Then enjoy a hot cuppa together before our own ‘Wee Sleep Oot’

Social Bite Wee Sleep Out
On Friday 9th November we are having a Sleep Out in Polbeth
Harwood Church. This is primarily for children aged 8 to 16 and we
are asking them to spend a night under the stars (provided it is dry) to
raise money for Social Bite, We would love as many people as possible
to sign up for this event and there is a permission slip available at
both churches and on the website which we would be grateful if you
could complete and return as soon as possible so that we know how
many we will have participating on the night.
We are planning to have camp beds or mats for each child but they
would need to have a warm sleeping bag suitable for outdoor winter
use and warm clothing. Some of us took part in the big sleep out in
Edinburgh last year and can assure you it is COLD so it is necessary to
wrap up.
We will have adults on hand patrolling all night to ensure the children
are safe and as comfortable as possible.
We will get sponsor forms in the next week or two but in the
meantime here is the link to our fundraising page.
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/
PolbethHarwoodandWestKirkYouthGroups

Final Grand Event
for The Year of Young People

African Children’s Choir
at West Kirk on Thursday 20th December at 7pm
- one of only 5 venues in Scotland!

The choir, made up of children from Uganda, will entertain and
inspire us over approximately 80 minutes, with a varied programme of
African dance, traditional musical instruments and worship songs.
Tickets, available soon, cost
£7 for adults; £4 for children; £20 for a family ticket
There will be a freewill offering during the concert with all proceeds
from both going to the Choir.
Merchandise will also be on sale before and after the concert.
Children from Parkhead and Bellsquarry primary schools will also join
in on a little of the singing.
The children will arrive at the church around 2pm and initially be
accommodated in the hall and given a hot meal pre-concert.
We are looking for volunteer hosts to provide bed & breakfast
accommodation for the 18 children and their 8 chaperones following
the concert for the night of 20th December.
Watch the link, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7Lm567AWqE

Competition Time
Christmas is fast approaching and we would like to invite
children to draw a picture which tells us “The Real Reason
of The Season” that is Christmas.
There will be three age categories:
5yrs and under,
6-10years,
and 11-16yrs.
One winner will be selected from each age group as a group
winner. Then an overall winner will be selected and their
artwork will appear on the front page of our Christmas
edition of the Link Magazine.
- the other age group winners will also have their work in
print inside. We will display all the pictures entered into the
competition on Facebook during December.
Please ensure the picture has your name and age on it
(Please put this on reverse if you do not want it displayed
when it is on social media.)
Pictures must be handed in by November 18th at the latest.
You can hand them at either church.
Entries will be judged by Nanda, Alison and Suzanne and
winners announced on the Church website and Facebook
pages by the end of November.
So get out your pens and paper and get busy!
Please note—Any without a name or age will not be
included in the competition.

November

Crossword

Across
1 and 20 Down Lord of all ..., Lord of all..., whose trust, ever
child-like, no cares could destroy (11,3)
9 Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: Why are
you ... your fellow Hebrew? (Exodus 2:13) (7)
10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the
height of her fame, Jacqueline ...(2,3)
11 At even ... the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay
(3)
13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4)
16 Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised
(Acts 1:4) (4)
17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6)
18 Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We
must ...God rather than men! (Acts 5:29) (4)
20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ...
Eareckson Tada (4)

21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6)
22 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a
boat and sat ... ...(Matthew 13:2) (2,2)
23 Infectious tropical disease (4)
25 Tree (3)
28 No fear of me should ... you, nor should my hand be heavy
upon you(Job 33:7) (5)
29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7)
30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the
Church's calendar (11)
Down
2 O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together (Matthew 23:37) (5)
3 Way out (4)
4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4)
5 Done (anag.) (4)
6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7)
7 Concerning the study of God (11)
8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11)
12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6)
14 Frozen (3)
15 Established form of religious ceremony (6)
19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7)
20 See 1 Across
24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5)
25 Time (anag.) (4)
26 Lists choice of meals (4)
27 For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus (Romans 6:23) (4)

Polbeth Harwood Church

CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Saturday 24th November at 2pm
Stalls at this ever-popular annual event:
Home Baking; Groceries; Fancy Goods; Bric-a-brac;
Raffle; Tombola; Thrift Shop;
AND for the younger customers—
Toys; Children’s Games; Face Painting;
and not forgetting—SANTA’S GROTTO
finishing off with delicious Afternoon Tea!
Any donations gratefully accepted
(no electrical goods, thank you—even if brand new.)
These can be handed in on Friday 24th 6.0—7.30pm
or Saturday from 11am.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE
FOR A FUN-FILLED DAY!!
Linda Eardley

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Again this year, there will be a
special united service
for both congregations
and the local communities

on Sunday 11th November
at West Kirk at 9.45am
This service will finish in good time to allow all those
who wish, to be able to attend the service
at West Calder War Memorial,
at which Nanda will be officiating.

ANNUAL
BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
for everyone in our communities
will be held in

West Kirk on
Sunday 9th December at 3pm
The service, conducted by Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald,
will be followed by afternoon tea in the hall
All who have lost loved ones and would like the opportunity to
remember them, are welcome to attend this special service

WHAT DOES BREXIT MEAN FOR
CHRISTIAN AID?
We can hardly be unaware that the UK is due to leave the
European Union on 29th March 2019! But what impact will
Brexit have on the world’s poorest people?
As a charity, Christian Aid could not take a position in the
debate but it does have a responsibility to the world’s poorest.
The US dollar is the currency either spent directly by many of
the programme partners or that local currencies track.
As the value of the pound weakened against the US dollar
following the referendum, so the purchasing power of
donations from UK supporters has gone down. This means
that for every £1 million raised, only around $1.3 million US
dollars are received compared to $1.5 million previously.
The EU is also one of the biggest donors worldwide, funding
development and humanitarian projects in the poorest
countries. In this respect, Christian Aid has had 30 years
experience using EU funds for partnership projects around the
world. In fact, in 2017, around 10% of the charity’s total
income came from EU grants—around £10.5 million.
Last year, that supported emergency response in Bangladesh
following floods and cyclones; protection of human rights in
Haiti; increasing energy access in Burkina Faso.
The EU is not only a big donor, but it also works in parts of the
world where the UK government aid funding does not go.
Also because of its trade links and access to the EU Single
Market, it has considerable influence and status.

All this is important for aid programmes in Latin America and
the Caribbean and well as large parts of Asia and Africa.
Losing access to that funding will mean a big reduction in the
work in some parts of the world because, once outside the EU,
UK-based charities such as Christian Aid will no longer be
eligible to access EU funding.
Many existing projects run beyond March 2019 with their
continued grant funding being subject to final legal agreement
in the Brexit discussions.
The charity is working on managing the challenges presented by
Brexit . It has partnerships with, for example, the United
Nations and the Global Fund organisation (for health work) and
other foundations and governments.
It is also looking into other ways to access EU funding as
Christian Aid operates in two other EU member states—Ireland
and Spain, where it engages with supporters, churches and
governments.
Beyond funding, for Christian Aid, there are many issues post
Brexit which will have an impact on the world’s poorest:
Trade & Development
Climate Change impact
Care of migrants & refugees
Financial transparency
One thing is certain: Christian Aid faces many choices and
negotiations in the years ahead, whatever the political context,
but it will continue to stand together with those fighting against
poverty.
Dominic Brain (abridged)

CHRISTMAS CAROL CONCERT.
Rehearsals for the Christmas Choir start on Wednesday
7th November and continue on the following
Wednesdays up to 12th December.
We meet in the church at 7pm for about an hour, practicing some
amazing carols and songs for Christmas.
The concert itself takes place on
Friday 14th December ar 7pm
in the West Kirk
Look forward to seeing you then.
Carolyn Hamilton

23rd December
10.30am
NATIVITY SERVICE:
We will be getting plans in place for the
children’s Nativity service.
All children who wish to take part whether
they come along every Sunday or not are
welcome to join us. So please help us
spread the word, if they come along and
join us during November we can get them
a part they would feel comfortable with.

AFTERNOON FUNDRAISNG CONCERT
Sunday 18th November at 2pm
in West Kirk
organised by Aonghas Lawton to support his fundraising to travel to
Namibia with Forth Region Scout’s 2019 project team.
Tickets: £5 for adults; £3 for under 16’s
—available from Rhoda & Aonghas or at the door.
The concert features Toccata Ladies Choir; music from an Edinburgh folk
group; and Aonghas & friends from West Lothian National Youth Choir,
singing favourite songs
Through his Buy-a-Brick campaign, Aonghas has accrued £338 for the
project itself and has already raised almost £400 of the £2100 to cover
personal travel costs—to which concert proceeds will be an addition.
A warm welcome awaits you all at the concert.
Thank you all for your kindness, prayers and support.

Pastoral Care Christmas Party
Get the date in your diaries!
Monday 10th December
at 1pm till 4pm
in the West Kirk hall
where you can enjoy a splendid buffet meal,
finishing with coffee / tea & mints,
and followed by fun and entertainment— all for £7!
Tickets will be available shortly from committee members

West Kirk

CHRISTMAS CANDY BAR
Saturday 1st December 10am
Stalls include Cake & Candy: a Hamper; Tombola;
Hand-made Christmas gifts; Raffle; & lots more!
Morning coffee with mince pie or toast from 10am
Christmas lunch by ticket only at 12 noon
(of Soup / Fruit Juice; Turkey & trimmings; Christmas
pudding / Trifle; Coffee & mints)
Tickets £8 for adults; £4 for under 12’s
Available from Margaret Greenhorn 871139
Contributions for any of the stalls will be
most appreciated and the hall will be open
from 11am—1pm on Friday 30th November
DO COME ALONG FOR A GREAT START
TO THE FESTIVE SEASON

Bible Blether
Our next Bible Blether
will take place on
Thursday 15th November, at 7.30pm,
in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood Church.
All are welcome to come and join us at this last meeting before
the Christmas season—
No magnifying glasses will be required!!!

Every month, they gathered for bible study

Mercy Ships is a faith based international
organisation which deploys ships to the
poorest countries in the world, giving free
healthcare to people in desperate need.
It completes many thousands of urgent operations on board its
“Floating Hospital” the Africa Mercy, staffed by volunteers.
By improving healthcare in every country it visits, Mercy Ships
is working to eradicate diseases of poverty whilst following in
Jesus’ footsteps by “bringing hope and healing to the forgotten
poor” of all faiths and none.
The ship is now in Conakry, Guinea for a 10 month stay where it
will provide 2,000 surgeries on board and treat 8,000 patients
at a land-based clinic.
A new ship is currently being built in China to serve alongside
the Africa mercy and will be in service by 2021.
Over the years, this would not have been possible without your
generosity.
Whether you give every 3 months or once a year in November,
all donations are gratefully received.
Thank you for your support,
Lilias Fairley

The Soldier’s Prayer
I asked God for strength, that I might achieve,
I was made weak, that I might learn humbly to obey.
I asked for health, that I might do greater things,
I was given infirmity, that I might do better things.
I asked for riches, that I might be happy,
I was given poverty, that I might be wise.
I asked for power, that I might have the praise of men,
I was given weakness, that I might feel the need of God.
I asked for all things, that I might enjoy life,
I was given life, that I might enjoy all things.
I got nothing that I asked for –
But everything that I had hoped for,
Almost despite myself, my unspoken prayers were answered.
I am among all men most richly blessed.

Data Protection Laws
Below is the final piece associated with these laws and completes the information on our Data Protection Policy.
We also display the statutory notices on our website and in hard copy
within the premises of both churches.

West Kirk of Calder
Scottish Charities Number: SC004703 Congregational Number:
020161
When is consent needed for the processing of personal data?
A significant amount of personal data held by the congregation will be
classed as special category personal data, as it could be indicative of
someone’s religious beliefs.
8.2 Processing of such special category data is prohibited under the GDPR
unless one of the listed exemptions applies. Two of these exemptions are
especially relevant (although others may also apply):
the individual has given explicit consent to the processing of the personal
data for one or more specified purposes; OR
processing is carried out in the course of its legitimate activities with
appropriate safeguards by a foundation, association or any other not-forprofit body with a political, philosophical, religious or trade union aim and
on condition that the processing relates solely to the members or to
former members of the body or to persons who have regular contact with
it in connection with its purposes and that the personal data is not
disclosed outside that body without the consent of the data subjects.
8.3 Most of the processing carried out by the congregation will fall within
the latter exemption, and will be carried out by the congregation with
appropriate safeguards to keep information safe and secure. This
information will not be disclosed outside the Church without consent.
Such processing will not require the explicit consent of the data subject.

8.4 Where personal data is to be shared with a third party, the
congregation will only do so with the explicit consent of the data subject.
For example, personal data will only be included in a directory for
circulation or included on a website where consent has been obtained.
8.5 If consent is required to process the information this should be
recorded using the style consent form. If consent is given orally rather
than in writing, this fact should be recorded in writing.
Keeping personal data secure
Personal data should not be shared with those who are not authorised to
receive it. Care should be taken when dealing with any request for
personal information over the telephone or otherwise. Identity checks
should be carried out if giving out information to ensure that the person
requesting the information is either the individual concerned or someone
properly authorised to act on their behalf.
Hard copy personal information should be stored securely (in lockable
storage, where appropriate) and not visible when not in use. Filing
cabinets and drawers and/or office doors should be locked when not in
use. Keys should not be left in the lock of the filing cabinets/lockable
storage.
Passwords should be kept secure, should be strong, changed regularly and
not written down or shared with others.
Emails containing personal information should not be sent to or received
at a work email address (other than an @churchofscotland.org address) as
this might be accessed by third parties.
The ‘bcc’ rather than the ‘cc’ or ‘to’ fields should be used when emailing a
large number of people, unless everyone has agreed for their details to be
shared amongst the group.
If personal devices have an @churchofscotland.org account linked to them
these should not be accessed on a shared device for which someone else
has the pin code.

Personal data should be encrypted or password-protected before being
transferred electronically.
Personal data should never be transferred outside the European Economic
Area except in compliance with the law.
Sharing personal data
We will only share someone’s personal data where we have a legal basis to
do so, including for our legitimate interests within the Church of Scotland
(either within the Presbytery or to enable central databases held within
the Church Office at 121 George Street, Edinburgh to be maintained and
kept up to date). This may require information relating to criminal
proceedings or offences or allegations of offences to be processed for the
protection of children or adults who may be at risk and to be shared with
the Church’s Safeguarding Service or with statutory agencies.
We will not send any personal data outside the European Economic Area.
If this changes all individuals affected will be notified and the protections
put in place to secure your personal data, in line with the requirements of
the GDPR, will be explained.
How to deal with data security breaches
Should a data security breach occur, the congregation will notify the
Presbytery Clerk immediately. If the breach is likely to result in a risk to
the rights and freedoms of individuals then the Information
Commissioner’s Office must be notified within 72 hours.
Breaches will be handled by the Presbytery Clerk in accordance with the
Presbytery’s data security breach management procedure.
Subject access requests
Data subjects can make a subject access request to find out what
information is held about them. This request must be made in
writing. Any such request received by the congregation should be
forwarded immediately to the Presbytery Clerk who will coordinate a

response within the necessary time limit (30 days).
It is a criminal offence to conceal or destroy personal data which is part of
a subject access request.
Data subject rights
Data subjects have certain other rights under the GDPR. This includes the
right to know what personal data the congregation processes, how it does
so and what is the legal basis for doing so.
Data subjects also have the right to request that the congregation corrects
any inaccuracies in their personal data, and erase their personal data
where we are not entitled by law to process it or it is no longer necessary
to process it for the purpose for which it was collected. Data should be
erased when an individual revokes their consent (and consent is the basis
for processing); when the purpose for which the data was collected is
complete; or when compelled by law.

All requests to have personal data corrected or erased should be passed to
Mrs Alison McNaught: alison.mcnaught@btinternet.com . who will be
responsible for responding to them in liaison with the Presbytery Clerk.
Contracts
If any processing of personal data is to be outsourced from the
congregation, we will ensure that the mandatory processing provisions
imposed by the GDPR will be included in the agreement or contract.
Policy review
The Kirk Session will be responsible for reviewing this policy from time to
time and updating the congregation in relation to its data protection
responsibilities and any risks in relation to the processing of data.

Parish Record

Baptisms
Adult: 14th October—Allan Christopher Speirs
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”

14th October—Heidi-May Lorraine Mulholland, infant daughter of Christopher Mulholland and Isla Hamilton

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere sympathies
and prayers.

Loving God,
We praise you that you came again in Christ
to his disciples after his resurrection,
bringing joy where there had been sorrow,
hope where there had been despair,
and faith where there had been doubt.
Renew our ability to look forward and
restore our capacity to hope for better things. Amen

Contribution deadline
for the next Link issue...
All contributions for the
December2018/January 2019 edition
of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email, before Friday 23rd November 2018

Events: November 2018
Thursday

1st

Board & Session meetings

West Kirk

7.00pm

Saturday

3rd

Guild Coffee Day

West Kirk

10.00am

Wednesday

7th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Friday

9th

Parkhead School Remembrance

War Memorial

11.00am

Friday

9th

Ladies ‘At Home’

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Sunday

11th United Remembrance Worship

West Kirk

followed at War Memorial

9.45am
11.00am

Sunday

11th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

11th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

Tuesday

13th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

Tuesday

13th ‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Wednesday

14th Board & Session meetings

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Thursday

15th Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm

Sunday

18th Musical Afternoon

West Kirk

2.00pm

Wednesday

21st Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Friday

23rd Youth Group

Saturday

24th Christmas Fayre

Polbeth Harwood 2.00pm

Tuesday

27th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

7.00pm

Events: December 2018
Saturday

1st

Christmas Candy Bar

Sunday

2nd Holy Communion

West Kirk

10.00am

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

9th

Gift Service

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

9th

Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

9th

Bereavement Service

West Kirk

3.00pm

Monday

10th Pastoral Care Xmas Party

West Kirk

1.00pm

Tuesday

11th ‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Thursday

13th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

2nd Sunday Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

2nd & 4th weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
1st & 3rd weeks

Thursday

