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Dear Congregations
Special occasions…
I don’t know what your family is like, but for my family it’s really
important to always take a photo on a special occasion.
But dearie me – to get everybody in, looking at the camera and
smiling at the same time is almost as difficult as climbing Mount
Everest! But it’s definitely worth it – because every time we
look back at the photos it brings back special memories.
Two such special occasions are just around the corner now –
Christmas and New Year. And everywhere I look I see pictures of
“perfect” families – standing in front of the fire place, all
wearing their Christmas jumpers or Santa hats, beaming from
ear to ear – although I know from personal experience that that

photo posted on Facebook is probably the 10th photo they had
to take! Because real life is never as perfect as you would like
others to believe.
They didn’t have cameras way back when Jesus was born
– but can you imagine what it would be like if they had?
Our theme this Christmas at our churches is “Picture Perfect”.
Please come along and celebrate this most special occasion
with me at all the different services and events on our calendar
for December.
We might not be perfect – but let’s give the world a picture of
how Christmas should be celebrated this year.
May you all have a blessed Christmas and a very special 2019!
Nanda

Minister’s Office Hours
Please note, there will be NO Office Hours during December.
Office Hours start up again in January as follows:
Wednesday 16th January
Tuesday 22nd January
Wednesday 6th February
Tuesday 19th February

West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12
West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 If

the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc., someone
will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests.

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The Advent service
will be held on
Thursday 13th December
at 10.30am in Dickson Court
followed by a festive cuppa and chat.
The next service into the New Year will take
place on Sunday 13th January
at 2pm at Stewart Court

Rosebery Reflections
The short reflection for
Christmas
will be held on
Tuesday 11th December at 12 noon
in café area, Polbeth Harwood

Artwork Competition
The winning picture, as displayed on the front cover this month
has been drawn by Eva Kenyon. The runner-up is Philippa
Curtis, whose drawing is below. Well done, girls!

West Calder High School

Jingle & Mingle
on Tuesday 18th December 1.30—3pm
Inviting older friends along to our new home

The Manger
A simple trough for feeding stock
Had stood, for many years,
As humble as the wint’ring flock –
Besmirched by filthy smears.
This manger mean inspired no thought
As day succeeded day,
Save by the stable lad who sought
To fill it up with hay.
And yet this old and dirty thing
That stood unloved, unknown
Became a bed for God the King
A trough became a throne!
And men have sung two thousand times
About that manger, poor
And poets build their Christmas rhymes
Upon that stable floor.
For God can use the meanest tools –
He’ll use your heart, or mine –
He moves outside our human rules
To work His plan divine!
Nigel Beeton
The way God chooses to use humble tools to do magnificent things is a
continuous source of joy and encouragement. The list is long, the Palm Sunday
donkey, the widow's mite, and of course a rough Roman cross. However, right
up there in the list of humble tools put to amazing purpose is the manger in the
stable behind a Bethlehem inn:

MANGER MANIA
We would like to invite
everyone
to join us
at West Kirk
on Sunday December
23rd at 10:30am
for our United Nativity Service. This service will be
led by over 30 local children from the JAM Club &
Sunday Club. We will not give too much away, as I am
sure the title speaks for itself! This is a wonderful
family service and we would love you all to join us.
Everyone is very welcome
to join us in the church
hall for a cuppa after the
service.
Our children will then be
visiting Stewart Court, to
share a shortened
version of the Nativity
with the residents.
If anyone would like to
join us they will be made
very welcome! This lasts
around 20 minutes.
A picture for you to colour

Final Grand Event
for The Year of Young People

African Children’s Choir
at West Kirk on Thursday 20th December at 7pm

Arrangements are falling into place in preparation for the visit of this
amazing children’s choir visiting West Calder as part of their UK tour
Tickets are available from
Stewart MacRae 01506 872486 & Marian Kinsman 07973 305211
costing £7 for adults; £4 for children; £20 for a family ticket
There will be a freewill offering during the concert with all proceeds
from both going to the Choir.
Merchandise will also be on sale before and after the concert.
Children from Parkhead and Bellsquarry primary schools will also join
in on a little of the singing.
The children will be staying with local church families overnight but
we need volunteers on the night to assist with duties at the concert.
If you can help, please contact either Stewart MacRae or Liz Dyer.
Watch the link, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7Lm567AWqE

December

Crossword

Across
1 ‘How long will you — your face from me?’ (Psalm 13:1) (4)
3 ‘Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the — he
bore’ (Hebrews 13:13) (8)
9 Posh sin (anag.) (Romans 8:15) (7)
10 Solemn pledges (Matthew 5:33) (5)
11 Italian term for full orchestra (5)
12 ‘For he who avenges blood remembers; he does not — the
cry of the afflicted’ (Psalm 9:12) (6)
14 Prescience (1 Peter 1:2) (13)
17 Where a Hindu holy man lives (6)
19 ‘If he found any... who belonged to the Way, whether — —
women, he might take them as prisoners’ (Acts 9:3) (3,2)
22 Fragrance (2 Corinthians 2:15) (5)
23 Vine hen (anag.) (Jonah 1:2) (7)

24 Precious stone decorating the twelfth foundation of the
New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:20) (8)
25 ‘Will you keep to the old path that evil men have — ?’ (Job
22:15) (4)
Down
1 ‘Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with
— — ’ (Numbers 20:11) (3,5)
2 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “ —
— murder”’ (Matthew 5:21) (2,3)
4 One of Paul’s many hardships endured as a servant of God
(2 Corinthians 6:5) (13)
5 ‘We ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, —
inwardly’ (Romans 8:23) (5)
6 Changed (Daniel 6:8) (7)
7 ‘My yoke is — and my burden is light’ (Matthew 11:30) (4)
8 Recoil (Revelation 12:11) (6)
13 ‘O Lord, you have — me and you know me’ (Psalm 139:1)
(8)
15 ‘ — to me the joy of your salvation’ (Psalm 51:12) (7)
16 Express sorrow (Isaiah 16:7) (6)
18 ‘Then he said to Thomas, “ — out your hand and put it into
my side”’ (John 20:27) (5)
20 ‘God has said, “ — will I leave you; — will I forsake
you”’ (Hebrews 13:5) (5)
21 Son of Onam and brother of Shammai (1 Chronicles 2:28)
(4)

An Evening of
Christmas Music
Friday 14th December at 7pm in
West Kirk of Calder
Presented by the augmented West Kirk Choir,
under the baton of Carolyn Hamilton.
Special Guests: Children from various youth groups
in the village, Flute Ensemble & Harpist.
This popular family community event is one not to
be missed. There promises to be a wide variety of
Christmas music to suit all tastes.
This free event is followed by, Seasonal hospitality
in the Church Hall.
Retiring Offering for the Linburn Centre & for the
Erskine Hospital

ANNUAL
BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
for everyone in our communities
will be held in

West Kirk on
Sunday 9th December at 3pm
The service, conducted by Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald,
will be followed by afternoon tea in the hall
All who have lost loved ones and would like the opportunity to
remember them, are welcome to attend this special service

Pastoral Care Christmas Party
Monday 10th December
at 1pm till 4pm
in the West Kirk hall
Where else can you enjoy a splendid buffet meal,
finishing with coffee / tea & mints,
and followed by fun and entertainment?— all for £7!
Tickets available from committee members

Christmas Services
This year, the theme for all our services throughout the
Christmas season is “Picture Perfect”
Come along and find out what that’s all about!

Our early family service
is in
Polbeth Harwood Church at 6:30pm.
All are warmly welcomed to join
our minister & congregations.
The perfect way to spend a little quality time on
Christmas Eve with your children, to remind them of
the real reason we celebrate Christmas
—just as depicted by our competition winners

Watchnight
Service
Join Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald for this
traditional welcoming in of Christmas morning
at
West Kirk at 11.30pm.
The special atmosphere late at night sets the
scene for the true meaning of Christmas

GIFT SERVICES

Sunday 9th December
West Kirk
at 9.45am
Polbeth Harwood Church
at 11.15am
This year, we are again giving our support to the young adults
who are supervised by the Bethany Trust.
Food donations are welcome as well as small personal items.

MORNING WORSHIP

during

CHRISTMAS PERIOD
16th December—Service of Lessons & Carols
West Kirk 9.45am
Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
23rd December—United Nativity service
West Kirk at 10.30am
30th December—United worship
Polbeth Harwood Church at 10.30am
6th January—

United worship
West Kirk at 10.30am

If you missed seeing the
wonderful displays both our
churches had to mark the
100th anniversary of the
ending of World War 1, here is a taster

Outside
Polbeth Harwood
Church

Inside
West Kirk

West Kirk
grounds

Poppy Pebbles

On the lead up to Remembrance day, and as part of our
commitment to the Year of Young People, these young
people spent some time painting poppies onto pebbles
and then placing them on all the war graves of men and
women from all the armed forces within West Calder
Cemetery.
A fitting tribute by some of our young folks as many of
the people named on those headstones were under 20
years of age.

Reverse
Advent Calendar
Christmas Appeal: Christmas can be a difficult time for
many, especially those living on a tight budget. With increased winter
fuel bills alongside seasonal pressures many will find themselves in
food crisis.

Can you help someone this year? For 24 days, from
Saturday 1st December, could you donate an item daily from the list
below to bring a bit of Christmas cheer. Pop your donations in a box or
bag and bring to either church by Sunday 23rd December.
Tinned potatoes;

Tinned vegetables;

Tinned meat;

Tin opener;

Tinned pudding;

Tinned custard;

Instant potatoes;

Gravy granules;

UHT Milk (1L);

Cheese sauce;

Hot chocolate;

Coffee;

Christmas cake;

Chocolate biscuits;

Diluting juice (1L)

Savoury biscuits;

Packet of stuffing; Rice;
Box of chocolates; Nuts;
Deodorant;

Shampoo;

Small child’s toy;
Cash donation to cover foodbank costs in
marked envelope.

Thank You!

WEST KIRK FUND RAISING
EARLY DAYS 1972 - 2018
Memories, by definition, are things we hope
and often protest that we will never forget but
we do. What do we recall of Candy Bars - and why that name?
No doubt there are many reasons but it is in memory of the lady
who introduced the term here, and who died at a relatively young
age, Anne Dundas, the wife of our minister for 30 years Rev Tom
Dundas.
From day one we have a record, a memory, kept by a number of
dedicated secretaries over the last 46 years. The following is my
short summary of these memories.
In the first year, after some teething problems, we started:
A paper collection, which in the end was very profitable thanks to
the families who stored the paper and cardboard, to the farmer who
regularly lent his trailer and to all who delivered the waste paper to
the paper buyers.
Candy Bars - initially many were staffed by the young – Bible
Class, Sunday School, Young Women’s Group and Mens’ Club. It
was suggested on one occasion that a Candy Bar might be run by
the elders’ wives!!! but
Donation requests were in general unsuccessful.
Cattle Raising ; (sensibly) did not happen.
There was a successful manse based garden fete, lots of enthusiasm
once Candy Bars were established and almost current disbelief at
the then ticket prices (15p for a concert in the High School)
George Stott

Let your local Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts & Explorers
deliver your Christmas

Per Card
Post yours Cards at:
J&L Gillies(Butchers), West Calder
Unique Hairdressers, East End, West Calder
West Calder Library, West Calder
West Kirk Hall, West Calder
Polbeth Harwood Church

Last Day of Post 17th December 18
Deliveries: Addiewell, Polbeth and West Calder only
Please no outlying areas

Parish Record

Baptisms
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”

18th November—Nyla Rose Hunter, infant daughter of Carla Laird and
Barry Hunter

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”

18th November—William Macaulay, Dickson Court, West Calder
21st November—Kenneth Benson, Burnside Avenue, Polbeth
To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere sympathies
and prayers.
Living God,
Reach out to all for whom the future
seems uncertain or unwelcome,
and bring the assurance that even in the darkest moments,
the greatest challenges, the most worrying times,
you are there working out your purpose;
able to bring light out of darkness, hope out of despair,
joy out of sorrow. Amen

Contribution deadline
for the next Link issue...
All contributions for the
February 2019 edition
of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email, before Sunday 26th January 2019

Events: January 2019
Sunday

6th

United Worship

West Kirk

10.30am

Wednesday

9th

Board & Session meetings

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Sunday

13th

Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

13th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

Wednesday

16th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Thursday

17th

Board & Session meetings

West Kirk

7.00pm

Tuesday

22nd Minister’s Office Hours

Friday

25th

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

Youth Group

7.00pm

Events: February 2019
Saturday

2nd

Candy Bar / Kirk’s cafe

West Kirk

10.00am

Wednesday

6th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Sunday

10th

Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Thursday

14th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Tuesday

19th

‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Thursday

21st

Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood 1.30pm

Polbeth Harwood Church
Christmas Fayre
A big thank you to Linda and her team for
organising; to all who helped in any way; and to
everyone who came along and supported on the
day.
A tremendous total of £2138 was raised.

Events: December 2018
Saturday

1st

Christmas Candy Bar

Sunday

2nd Holy Communion

West Kirk

10.00am

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Monday

3rd

Guild Christmas Lunch

Bistro 19

12.30pm

Sunday

9th

Gift Service

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

9th

Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

9th

Bereavement Service

West Kirk

3.00pm

Monday

10th Pastoral Care Xmas Party

West Kirk

1.00pm

Tuesday

11th ‘Rosebery Reflections’

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Thursday

13th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Friday

14th Evening of Xmas Music

West Kirk

7.00pm

Sunday

16th Lessons & Carols service

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Tuesday

18th Jingle & Mingle

WCHS

1.30pm

Thursday

20th African Children’s Choir

West Kirk

7.00pm

Friday

21st Parkhead School service

West Kirk

9.15am

Sunday

23rd United Nativity Service

West Kirk

10.30am

Sunday

23rd Jak’s Den Xmas Music

West Kirk

7.00pm

Monday

24th Family Service

Polbeth Harwood 6.30pm

Monday

24th Watchnight Service

West Kirk

Sunday

30th United Worship

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

11.30pm

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

2nd Sunday Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

2nd & 4th weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
1st & 3rd weeks

Thursday

