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Letter From Our Minister

2 Johnsburn Road
Balerno
EH14 7DN

December 2019
Dear Congregations
Although a WHITE Christmas is something I’ve
only ever seen on the telly and on Christmas
cards before I moved to Scotland, I knew very well it existed; but
BLACK ice is something I have never heard of before settling down
here! And if I can be completely honest, I don’t like driving when
the temperatures plummet, because I’m always so scared my car
will skid on the ice.
But children look at things through completely different eyes…
When we had our first wee cold spell of the winter a couple of
weeks ago, our paving was completely covered in black ice. I heard
my boys giggling outside and I thought I should better go tell them
to be careful they don’t slip and fall, but when I went out to see
what they were doing, I couldn’t help but smile. They were “ice
skating” on the paving, having the time of their lives as they
entertained each other and tried to stay on their feet.
And while I was standing there, looking at them, I thought that we
grown-ups should look at life through children’s eyes more.
Because we always try to do the right thing, I think it can happen
that sometimes we only focus on the dangers of something, and in
this way miss out on the fun altogether.
So let’s go into Advent and Christmas and the New Year like
children: filled with anticipation, hope, and excitement. Because
God wants us to see the beauty and experience the magic of his
Son’s birth, and the start of another new year.
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And when the “roads of life” get icy, let’s try not to skid, but rather
to skate. Let’s make the most of every situation in which we find
ourselves!
I hope to see you all at the Christmas Eve Family Service on
Tuesday 24 December 2019, at Polbeth Hardwood, 18:30; and / or
at the Watchnight Service at the West Kirk on the same night at
23:30.
May you all have a happy Christmas and a
blessed 2020!
God bless,
Nanda

Christmas Party
West Kirk of Calder Pastoral Care Christmas Party in the
Church Hall on Monday 9 December 2019 from 13:00 to
16:00. Buffet Meal and Entertainment to be provided.
Tickets cost £8 each.

Contact & Minister’s Office Hours
There will be NO Office Hours in December – always a busy month!

Starting in January, for 2020, open Office Hours will be held most
months once in Polbeth Harwood – on a Tuesday, and once in West
Kirk - on a Wednesday.
As always, Both Nanda and Alison are contactable by phone or
email – see inside cover for contact details.
Tuesday 14 January
Polbeth Harwood 10:30 - 12:00
Wednesday 22 January
West Kirk 10:30 - 12:00
Tuesday 18 February
Polbeth Harwood 10:30 - 12:00
Wednesday 26 February
West Kirk 10:30 - 12:00
Future dates can be found on the website.
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‘Beyond The Kirk Walls’ Services
The Advent Service will be held on Thursday
12 December 2019 at 10:30 in the morning at Dickson
Court followed, as usual, by a cuppa and chat.
The subsequent session will be on 16 January 2020, also at Dickson
Court.

Annual Christmas Carol Concert
The Annual Christmas Carol Concert will take
place in the West Kirk on Friday 13 December
2019 at 19:00. Admission is free.
We will have our usual retiring collection for charities decided on by the
Christmas Choir members. If you would like any more details please
contact Carolyn Hamilton on 07768 924720.

Rosebery Reflections
The short reflective sessions of hymn, prayer and
reading will take place on Tuesday 14 January 2020
at 12:00
Taking place in the café area at Polbeth Harwood Church.

Christmas Kirk’s Café
On the morning of Saturday 7 December 2019 the
Christmas Kirk's Café (Candy Bar) will be taking place.
This is our major event of the year to raise funds towards
the upkeep of the West Kirk. As mentioned last month, refreshments
will be served from 10:00 and there will be one lunch sitting at 12:00
noon (available by ticket only from Margaret Greenhorn on 871139).
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Shoebox Appeal News 2019.
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s
Blythswood Shoebox Appeal. We successfully sent off
146 completed Shoeboxes - 13 more than last year.
In the 20 years I have supported this good cause, it is
the first time I have achieved the goal of more boxes
for the men and teenage boys - prayers do get answered eventually.

For those who like to know the completed figures - boxes as follows:
Women:
Teenage Girls:
Men:
Boys:

27
16
29
19

Elderly Women:
Girls:
Teenage Boys:
Baby:*

8
27
19
1

*(not an actual category)

Monetary-wise, the sale of Ready Wrapped Shoeboxes raised £99.
Eleanor Davidson’s Stall at Polbeth donated £160, whilst the monetary
donations in the Gift Envelopes amounted to £287. Altogether an
amazing £546. Well done everyone.
The adults and children who will receive these boxes will be so grateful
and encouraged - someone they don’t know has taken the time to
think of them this Christmas. Sending such human love in a practical
way is humbling as we all too often forget how fortunate we are. God’s
hand is in all we do. May the message of Hope, Joy and Love reach out
from within the box, to Bless the receiver in the year ahead.
The Shoebox project requires volunteers throughout
the year, so if any of you would like to join our team
in the New Year please speak to either myself or
Eleanor Davidson. Many reflect back on how much
they enjoyed it when we did the Soup and Sandwich
Sorting Sunday (in early November). Unfortunately
the team of volunteers and enthusiasm to attend has
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diminished over the years. The numbers have reduced due
to families moving away or people becoming less able to
support the work.
We are looking at new approaches for 2020, so watch this
space! A Shoebox Wrapping Session takes place in February, so if you
have any spare wrapping paper left over from your Christmas Wrapping
Frenzy, please bring it to either Church in January. We will put it to
good use in February. No special qualifications are required to become
a wrapper… there will be hands on teaching on the day.
Thank you to all those who did the wrapping and
checking this year. A special mention for my Dedridge
Health Centre colleagues who managed to make up 43
boxes this year… having knitted every hat, scarf and
glove set to go in each box!!

Seasons Greeting to everyone. May 2020 bring moments of hope,
love and joy in good measure to you all.
Rhoda

Scout Postal Delivery
The Scouts are again delivering Post in West Calder,
Polbeth and Addiewell. The cost is 25p per card, and
post boxes are in the following places in:
West Calder:
Polbeth:
J & L Gillies (Butcher’s Shop)
BP Garage
Unique Hairdressers
Polbeth Church
West Calder Library
West Calder Community Centre
West Kirk Hall
The time and date of the last post is 13:00 on Monday 16 December
2019, with delivery after Wednesday 18 December 2019.
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Jingle & Mingle
The pupils at West Calder High School
would like to extend a warm invitation to
anybody who is available through the
day, to join them at their Jingle and
Mingle on Wednesday 18 December 2019, 13:30-15:00

This is always a fun afternoon of entertainment and festive
snacks, prepared and presented by the pupils themselves.
So please join me there, and if you need a lift, please get
in touch with me and I will arrange it for you.
Can’t wait!
Nanda

Caring Christmas Trees
Have you had a thought about your Christmas tree yet?
Purchase with purpose this Christmas with “Caring
Christmas Trees”.
Bethany Christian Trust (Reg Charity No. SC003783) is giving
festive shoppers the opportunity to help save a life this winter by
purchasing a Caring Christmas Tree.
Prices start from £35.
To see more details of ordering, collection
points and the work of the Trust, visit
www.caringchristmastrees.com or phone 0345
111 8733.
End Homelessness In Scotland - One Tree At
A Time!
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Stewardship 2020
As mentioned in last month’s edition of The
Link, money is the theme for our 2020
Campaign.
Just like you, our bills go up every year. An
example of some of our regular outgoings… the two biggest items
of expenditure for the West Kirk next year are as follows. Polbeth
Harwood’s details will appear in the next edition.
£48,684 - Ministries and Mission Contributions - this
is what we have to pay to the central church for our
minister and the wider work of the church. It’s a bit
like income tax, the wealthier churches pay more and
the poorer churches pay less.
£3,006 - Insurance - this is to protect our buildings
and the people who use them.
A quick calculation will let you see that we need to find just over
£4,300 each month before we can spend money on anything
else.
The weekly offering is our biggest source of income. To ensure we
have a regular income the easiest way for you to make your
offering is to pay by Standing Order directly from your bank to the
church’s bank.
You will find an application form at the end of this issue of the Link
which you can complete and hand in to your bank. Please note
that the Standing Order form in this edition is for the West Kirk.
You can change or cancel this at any time. Thanks for reading this.
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Two Very Special Family Services
We would like to invite you all to come along
and bring all your friends and family to our
United Nativity Service on Sunday Morning on
Sunday 22 December 2019 at 10:00. This
service will be led entirely by children between the ages of 2
and 12 years old. They have a very special message that they
would love to share with you.
At 18:30 on Christmas Eve, what better
place to be than in Polbeth Harwood
Church, to set the scene for what Christmas
is really all about?
A wonderful service for everyone!

The Guild
The Guild held their Coffee Morning / Lunch on
Saturday 2 November 2019 and the sum realised from
this fund raising event was £423.
A big thank you goes to everyone who helped in any
way to make the day such a success.

The next meeting will be on Monday 3 February 2020 and this will
take the form of an ‘At Home Night’ at which any new members
will be made most welcome.
Also, on Monday 17 February The Guild will be hosting the ever
popular annual Quiz Night, more news to come about this nearer
the time…
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West Kirk Church Hall Project – Update
The Trustees of the West Kirk of Calder, i.e. all Session and Board
members, have agreed that, following the delay to this project
caused while the Presbytery Plan was discussed, we should now
forge ahead with our plans. We had already decided that the
existing hall is no longer fit for purpose and a new build alternative
is our preferred option to better accommodate the current needs
of the Church and community.
The Hall Working Group has now appointed Bruach Design and
Consultancy to initiate a feasibility study exercise, which will
provide us with options and proposals for a new hall to serve the
congregation and the wider community. Apart from the obvious
activities of preparing plans for submission to West Lothian
Planning Committee, Bruach will also carry out a congregational
and community consultation with a view to feeding into the
design brief and providing a final report suitable for funding
applications.
This is just the start of an exciting project and if you would like to
know more, members of the Hall Working Group will be happy to
answer any questions you may have.
Alison McNaught
Clerk to the Congregational Board and Hall Working Group member

Contribution Deadline For The Next Link Issue…
All contributions for the February 2020 edition of the
magazine should be submitted to the editor, preferably
by email, before Sunday 26 January 2020.
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December &
January
Crossword
Across:
1 ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)
3 Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)
8 Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)
9 Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)
11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10)
14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild animals the
Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6)
15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — God’ (Romans 8:8)
(6)
17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharpened by
the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10)
20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how Ezekiel
described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8)
21 Rite (anag.) (4)
22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)
23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’ (1 Corinthians
12:21) (4)
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Down:
1 ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in the
plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4)
2 Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)
4 ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on me, a
sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)
5 ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) (10)
6 ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)
7 Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)
10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)
12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights (8)
13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)
16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as
‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)
18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was fully
committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)
19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4)

West Calder School Fair
On 27 November 2019 at the West Calder School Fair, some of our
teenagers represented the church by way of stalls…
Apart from helping to sell some
hand crafts and lolly stick games,
they handed out fliers and free
lollies that advertise what we host
in our linked parish for young
people.
13

Christmas Words Scramble Game
Hey Kids can you unscramble these letters below to reveal some
Christmassy things?!
leslb
bbay eujss
sdlneac
snergtgei
lahyido
rats fo hmebtlehe
sksgoncint
pdssehhre
ntaas

ttisomeel
garemn
nreaocotids
seelv
rtsa
tsgfi
trfso
mshtiscar rete
nidgdlwas
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West Lothian Foodbank
Over the past few articles I have been letting you
know about what was happening locally with the
West Lothian Foodbank. For this article I would like to let you know
what is happening across the UK. West Lothian Foodbank is under the
umbrella of The Trussell Trust and they support more than 1,200
Foodbanks. The Trussell Trust collates the figures from each of these
Foodbanks and provides information on the use of the Foodbanks. It is
not the full national figures, as there are over 800 independent
foodbanks whose usage is not shown in these figures.
These latest figures which The Trussell Trust have produced were in
November 2019 and they show the 6 month period from April to Sept
2019 and the corresponding period for the previous 5 years.
The numbers show a steep increase in people needing food banks,
comparing the past 5 years, the need has soared by 23%.
As you would imagine, with over 820,000 emergency food allocations
being given out in the past 6 months the Trussell Trust is calling on
politicians of all political parties to pledge to protect people from
hunger by ensuring everyone has enough money for the basics.
Some of the reasons for people using foodbanks are: low income
(36%), benefit delays
(18%) and benefit
changes (16%).
The average weekly
income of households
that use Foodbanks is £50
after paying rent. One in
five of those using a
foodbank had no money
coming in at all for a
month before they were
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referred to a foodbank. There are over 14 million people in the UK
living in poverty and that includes 4.5 million children.
In conclusion I would like to thank everyone who has supported West
Lothian Foodbank in 2019, whether it be through prayer, regular
donations, support school harvest collections, corporate collections,
the reverse advent calendar, or volunteering either at the warehouse
or at the recently opened West Calder Distribution Centre. You have
been a part of a support network that will, by the end of 2019, have
ensured that over 6,000 people in West Lothian did not go hungry.
“
For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in”
Matthew 25 v35.

Film Afternoon
At Polbeth Harwood Church on the afternoon of Sunday 15
December 2019 at 14:00.
As mentioned in the previously, this year’s film is Aladdin starring
Will Smith as the Genie! Starting with a buffet lunch at 14:00 in
The Jam Club Room, we then settle down to watch our film.
All children are welcome and can bring their grownups with them too. If you think you can come along
then please send Sandra a text on 07855 861223 to
allow us to cater for everyone.

Last Edition’s Crossword Solutions: November 2019
Across: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, Startled.
13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 22, Ready
to. 23, Holy Spirit.
Down: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6,
Jezreelite. 9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 19.
Egypt. 20, Hair.
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STANDING ORDER AUTHORITY
PLEASE COMPLETE & SEND DIRECTLY TO YOUR BANK
TO: THE MANAGER
Bank Name:
Bank Branch:
Bank Address:

Bank Post Code:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Please make payments, as set out below, until directed otherwise:
Name of Payee:

WEST KIRK OF CALDER, WEST CALDER

Payee Sort Code:

83 – 28 – 03

Payee Account Name:

00185142

Bank:

ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
My Account Number:
-

My Sort Code:

-

My Account Name:
Amount (in words):

£

(

)

Date of First Payment:
Date of Payment:

day of each month until further notice

Signature(s):
Date:
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Parish Record
Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
7 October 2019 - Daniel Russell, Loganlea Crescent, Addiewell
10 November 2019 - Anne Rennie, Harburn, West Calder
12 November 2019 - Andrew Miller, Talisman Rise, Dedridge, Livingston
To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
Lord God,
You uphold the faith that sustains us,
even in the darkest moments.
May others feel that same love,
even if it has been revealed to them in different ways.
Give to all those of faith

a special place in your heart,
shown in the compassion of your Son,
as he demonstrated your way.
For your name’s sake,
Amen.
Rupert Bristow
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Events: December 2019
Sunday

1/12/19

Holy Communion

West Kirk
Polbeth Harwood

09:45
11:15

Sunday

1/12/19

Bible Class

West Kirk

09:45

Sunday

1/12/19

Annual Bereavement Service

Polbeth Harwood

15:00

Monday

2/12/19

Guild Christmas Lunch

Harburn GC

13:00

Wednesday 4/12/19

Christmas Choir Rehearsal

West Kirk

19:00

Saturday

7/12/19

Christmas Fayre & Lunch

West Kirk

10:00

Sunday

8/12/19

Teen Time

West Kirk
Polbeth Harwood

09:45
11:00

Monday

9/12/19

Pastoral Care Christmas Party

West Kirk

13:00

Wednesday 11/12/19 Christmas Choir Rehearsal

West Kirk

19:00

Thursday

12/12/19 ‘Beyond The Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10:30

Friday

12/12/19 Evening Of Christmas Music

West Kirk

19:00

Sunday

15/12/19 Gift Service

West Kirk
Polbeth Harwood

09:45
11:15

Sunday

15/12/19 Kid’s Film Afternoon

Polbeth Harwood

14:00

Sunday

15/12/19 Jak’s Den Concert

West Kirk

18:00

Tuesday

17/12/19 WCHS S1 Christmas Service

West Kirk

11:30

WCHS

13:30

Wednesday 18/12/19 WCHS Jingle & Mingle
Thursday

18/12/19 Parkhead School Xmas Service West Kirk

09:15

Sunday

22/12/19 United Nativity Service

West Kirk

10:00

Sunday

22/12/19 Nativity at Dickson Court

Dickson Court

11:15

Tuesday

24/12/19 Christmas Eve Family Service

Polbeth Harwood

18:30

Tuesday

24/12/19 Watchnight Service

West Kirk

23:30

Sunday

29/12/19 United Worship

Polbeth Harwood

10:30
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Events: January 2020
Sunday

5/1/2020

Tuesday

Tuesday

United Worship

West Kirk

10:30

14/1/2020 Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood

10:30

14/1/2020 Rosebery Reflections

Polbeth Harwood

12:00

Wednesday 15/1/2020 Board & Session Meetings

Polbeth Harwood

19:00

Thursday

16/1/2020 ‘Beyond The Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10:30

Thursday

16/1/2020 Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood

19:30

Sunday

19/1/2020 Teen Time

West Kirk
Polbeth Harwood

09:45
11:15

Wednesday 22/1/2020 Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10:30

Thursday

23/1/2020 Board & Session Meetings

West Kirk

19:00

Friday

31/1/2020 Youth Group

19:00

Events: February 2020
Saturday

1/2/2020

Kirks’ Cafe

West Kirk

10:00

Sunday

2/2/2020

Bible Class

West Kirk

09:45

Monday

2/2/2020

Guild

West Kirk

19:45

Sunday

9/2/2020

Teen Time

West Kirk
Polbeth Harwood

09:45
11:15

Thursday

3/2/2020

‘Beyond The Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10:30

Monday

13/2/2020 Guild Quiz Night

West Kirk

19:30
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Church Calendar December 2019
& January 2020
Weekly Events
Day

Description

Location

Time

Sunday

Morning Worship

West Kirk

09:45

Polbeth Harwood

11:15

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

09:45

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11:15

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

18:15

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10:00

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

17:30

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

19:00

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

19:00

Calder Kids

West Kirk Hall

09:30

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

17:00

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

18:15

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

20:00

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

18:30

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

19:30

Wednesday

Thursday
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