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Letter From The Minister
Dear Congregations

3 Johnsburn Road
Balerno
EH14 7DN
December 2020

Corona-virus, Covid19, challenging,
catastrophic, complicated, cumbersome,
calamity, and lately even cold… Lots of words
to describe our year so far, all starting with a C.
But now that we find ourselves in the time of
Advent, we have the opportunity to change our
focus ever so slightly. Because it’s almost
Christmas! A time of cheer and celebration, of caring, and
cherishing the birth of a child. Let’s focus on Christ this month.
Not on everything that makes our lives hard, but on everything we
can be thankful for despite our circumstances.
And there will be plenty of opportunities to do that together as a
church over the next few weeks! We will have a Church Advent
Calendar on the Web and Facebook: Click on it every day to reveal
a wee surprise! On the 13th of December at 3pm, those of you who
would like to remember loved ones will have the opportunity to do
so during our online Bereavement Service: “Separate but
together”. Christmas Eve might look a little different from other
years, but get the popcorn ready – because the youngsters from
our churches are putting together a Nativity good enough for the
Big Screen! This nativity will be shown on the monitors in the West
Kirk Hall and Polbeth Harwood at 6pm on the 24th of December,
and will also be available online at the same time for those who
can’t join us at church. All over the world people will be ringing
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bells on Christmas eve at 6pm, and we will join them! Everybody at
church will get a wee bell (thanks Eleanor Davidson for making
these) that we will ring together; and if you are at home, please
step outside and ring a bell on your doorstep. The West Kirk church
bell will also be rung – a worldwide reminder that we all have
something to celebrate: The love of God! And then later that
evening, at 11:30pm, we will have a joint Watchnight Service at the
West Kirk. We might not be able to sing, but let’s spend a
meaningful SILENT night together… This service will also be prerecorded and available to watch online at the same time. Please
remember to book your seats!
Whether you are able to attend any of these services or not,
please know that I am thinking of you and praying that God will
surround you with his comforting presence this Christmas, and
that he will bless you in 2021 and beyond.
Much love,
Nanda

2021 Calendars
Not sorted all your Christmas gifts
yet? No problem! We still have
2021 calendars for sale, with lovely
photos of local landmarks, for only
£5 each. All the proceeds will go to
church funds. That’s a win-win!
Please contact Lorna Graham or
Marian Kinsman if you would like
to purchase a calendar.
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Reflections
Romans 13:11 Rise and Shine (Rev Alison Quilter)
‘You are well aware of the times we’re living in. It’s high time for you
to awake, for the day is coming of our salvation. Our salvation is
closer than when we first came to faith’.
How many of you can rise early in the day without feeling grumpy?
Few of us like getting up in the morning, but of course we have to, and
for those of us who need to rise early an alarm clock is a very helpful
aid. Our body clocks are also set to get us up early too, very annoying if
you don’t need to get up as early at weekends. Or in the case of Nanda,
little Leo the wee mischievous puppy, ensures she is up at the crack of
dawn these days.
I don’t generally have a need for an alarm clock
to get me up except when going for ‘red-eye’ flights, when I would set
2 alarm clocks and I always set the time 15mins fast than the actual
time. I would also set the alarm to play music from a radio station
which plays music I didn’t like and when the alarm went off it makes
me get up to switch the awful music off and 15mins before the time I
need to be up. Then I would switch it back to a station I much prefer.
Advent offers us an alarm clock of a different sort. Far more than a
prelude to Christmas, it reminds us of the central themes of the gospel
– of what God has done, is doing and will do – and as such serves as an
annual wake-up call to hear and respond. The above words of Paul to
the Romans perfectly capture that sense of urgency: ‘awake, for the
day of our salvation is closer than when we first came to faith’. Here, in
other words, is a summons to rouse ourselves and hear the message of
Christ; to shake off our lethargy and commit ourselves afresh to his
service. Do we still hear his voice and answer his call? Or have we
metaphorically rolled over and gone into snooze mode, in our
discipleship? Take time this Advent to read the gospels again and
reflect on what they say to you. Take time to listen and to hear
God speaking through them.
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Prayer
Loving God, rouse me to your wake-up call, your summons to
faith. Speak your word, and help me to respond in commitment
and service and resolve to serve you more faithfully each and
every day. Amen.

Services in December
6/12/20 Advent service in Church
09:45 West Kirk
11:15 Polbeth Harwood
13/12/20 10:00 Online Communion
Service
15:00 Online Bereavement
Service
20/12/20 Advent service in Church
09:45 West Kirk
11:15 Polbeth Harwood
24/12/20 Christmas Eve Family
Service in Church.
“Nativity, Cinema style!”
18:00 West Kirk Church Hall
18:00 Polbeth Harwood
Worship Area
23:30 Joint Watchnight
Service in West Kirk
25/12/20 10:00 Short online
Christmas Reflection
27/12/20 Online Service led by
Moderator,
Rt Revd Dr Martin Fair
“Endings & Beginnings”

Recording of service will be available in
the afternoon online & on telephone.
From 10am on Church Website,
Facebook, and telephone. Please have
bread and wine / juice ready.
From 3pm on Church Website and
Facebook.
Please have candle/s ready
Recording of service will be available in
the afternoon online & on telephone
This service will be pre-recorded and
available to watch online from 6pm.

This service will be pre-recorded and
available to watch online from 23:30.
From 10:00 on Church website and
Facebook.
Available from 10am on Church
Website, Facebook, and telephone.

Sunday Club and JAM Club will meet every Sunday when we have
worship in church, and the Bible Class will meet every 1st Sunday of
the month at the West Kirk.
If you would like to attend any of the services at church, please remember that booking is essential, and can be done by contacting
the Session Clerks.
The number to dial for the telephone service is: 01506 286 884.
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A STORY FOR CHRISTMAS
This is one of my all-time favourite stories. It seems particularly
relevant for this year and reminds me that caring for others is the
very foundation of humanity. I hope you enjoy it as much as me.
Merry Christmas!
Sandra Dixon

Old Pierre’s Christmas VisitOrs
Old Pierre stood up slowly. His tired knees creaked and his hand
trembled as he leant on his workbench to steady himself.
Darkness had fallen outside and the old shoemaker decided to
finish work for the day. He walked stiffly to the door and stepped
outside to put up the shutters.
It was Christmas Eve, and the street bustled with excited children
and scurrying mothers frantically buying provisions for the
festivities. Shafts of light from the shops spilled onto the snowcovered pavement, and faint smells of cooking swirled through
the air.
Old Pierre shivered, but not with the cold. He was thinking of
Christmases past, when his beloved wife was alive and their
children would dance happily around the kitchen. He sighed as he
looked unseeingly into the distance. Now he was all on his own.
Old Pierre banged the shutters closed and went back inside.
He lit a candle and helped himself to a bowl of soup from the big
pot on the stove, then settled down in his deep armchair, the
family Bible on his lap. With his glasses perched on the end of his
nose, he read the familiar words of the Christmas story – how
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Mary, worn out with travelling and near to the time
her baby was to be born, settled in the stable with
relief. Old Peirre sighed again. “If they had come
here, I could have given them my bed and the big
quilt to keep warm.”
He read on, to the arrival of the Wise Men, then frowned. “I would
have no precious gift for the Christ Child,” he said sadly. Suddenly,
he smiled. “Ah, but I do! I have just the right present!”
He put down the Bible and went to look under his workbench. He
pushed several rolls of leather and old tools aside and pulled out a
small box. Returning to his chair, he blew the dust off the lid and
opened it. There lay the tiniest pair of shoes imaginable, the
smallest and best he had ever made. They would do.
As he gazed at the tiny shoes with satisfaction, his eyes grew
heavy. Before he realized it, Old Pierre was fast asleep, his glasses
still on the end of his nose. The candle burnt right down. As he
slept, Old Pierre had a wonderful dream. Someone was by his side,
someone with a kind, gentle face and a warm, strong voice. It was
Jesus!!
“Old Pierre, look for me tomorrow. I will visit you, and you can
provide for me as you wish. Be sure you recognize me.” Then he
was gone.
Old Pierre slept on peacefully, a smile on his tired old face, until
the room grew light and the bells began to peal joyfully. It was
Christmas Day!
Old Pierre shook himself awake. He was stiff from sitting so long in
his chair, and it took him a moment to get up. He opened the door,
and the sound of the bells rang through the shop.
His heart filled with joy as he remembered his dream. Jesus was
coming to visit! Old Pierre took down the shutters and looked
around. More snow had fallen in the night and it sparkled in the
pale early-morning sun. The street was completely empty.
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“I wonder how Jesus will look?” said Old Pierre to himself. “Will he
come back as a baby or as a grown man? I must keep a sharp
lookout.” He went indoors to put a fresh pot of coffee on the
stove. But he couldn’t settle. What if he missed Jesus? He looked
up and down the street, but there was no one to be seen. Well,
not quite no one. Albert, the road sweeper, was there, hunched
over his broom as usual. He looked chilled to the bone.
Impulsively, Old Pierre called: “Albert, hey! Come indoors and have
some hot coffee to celebrate Christmas Day!”
Albert shambled across the road, rubbing his hands together. His
battered old boots scuffed the snow.
“Thank you, Pierre,” he said with a grin. “It is very cold out there
today.” He sat by the fire and clasped his mug gratefully. Old Pierre
smiled at the scruffy road sweeper, but kept one eye on the road
all the time. It would never do to keep his important guest waiting.
Albert looked at Old Pierre curiously. “Are you expecting
someone?” So Old Pierre told Albert about his dream.
Albert smiled. “Well, you have given me an unexpected treat. For
your sake, Pierre, I hope your dream comes true.” He gathered
himself up and went back outside to continue sweeping up the
snow. Old Pierre sat for a moment by the fire, thinking of Albert’s
words. Then he leapt to his feet again, peering out into the street.
But there was no one to be seen. Well, not quite no one.
As he watched, someone walked very slowly towards his door. Old
Pierre rushed out. It was a young woman clasping a bundle to her
chest. She came nearer and Old Pierre saw she was very pale and
tired. The bundle was a tiny baby wrapped in a thin blanket.
Without hesitating, Old Pierre stepped forward. “My dear, you
look frozen. Please come in and join me.”
He led them into the house and pulled the deep armchair even
closer to the fire. He warmed some milk, while the young woman
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rested, and he fed the tiny baby himself. Her little feet felt icy cold
in his hands.
“She needs shoes!” he exclaimed in distress. “I have no money for
shoes. My husband is dead, and I am looking for work just so we
can buy enough food to survive,” the young woman said quietly.
Old Pierre thought of the tiny shoes, his gift for Jesus. What should
he do? If he gave the shoes to the baby, what would he give Jesus?
But the little feet in his hands were very cold. “Why don’t you try
these on her?” he said and handed the tiny shoes to the woman.
With trembling fingers, she fastened the shoes onto her
daughter’s feet. They were a perfect fit.
With a huge smile, Old Pierre said, “Take them, my dear. They
might have been made for her.” Then he went to the stove and
pulled the big pot on the heat so they might share a bowl of soup
and some bread.
When she left some time later, the young woman placed a hand
on Old Pierre’s sleeve. “You will never know how much your
kindness has meant to me and my baby. I hope all your Christmas
wishes come true!” She waved as she walked off down the street.
Old Pierre still looked out of his window. The street was busy now.
He saw some of his customers and many friends, as well as a little
group of beggars, but there was no sign of the one special visitor
he was waiting for. He looked again at the beggars. What was he
thinking of? It was Christmas after all. He made his way to the
door again and invited the poor souls in for some soup and bread.
All the while, he kept an eye on the road in case he should miss
Jesus.
Time passed and dusk fell. The last of the beggars had gone, the
last of the soup had been supped, and only
a crust remained of the bread. Old Pierre
was tired, and his heart was heavy. He
looked one last time down the empty
10

street. Then he put the shutters up again and came back to sit in
the deep armchair. He looked sadly into the heart of the fire. Jesus
had not come. It had just been a dream after all. His eyes misted
with tears.
A soft, strange light filled the room. A voice said, “Did you really
not see me, Old Pierre?” It was the warm strong voice from his
dream. It was the voice of Jesus! “I was hungry, and you gave me
food. I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was cold
and lonely, and you invited me into your house. I was barefoot,
and you gave me shoes. Did you really not see me, Old Pierre?”
the voice asked again.
Old Pierre knew this time there was no dream. Jesus was here in
the room with him. To his astonishment, Old Pierre saw a
procession pass by his chair. First came Albert the road sweeper,
then the young woman with her tiny baby, and then the troop of
beggars.
“I was here today in everyone you welcomed into your house” said
Jesus. “By helping them, you have indeed helped me.”
Then all was silence, and the room was still. Old Pierre thought his
heart would burst with joy.
“He did come after all!”

Monday Morning Prayers for Health and Hope
Throughout Advent EMMS (Edinburgh Medical Mission Society)
are organising Monday morning prayers on Zoom for health and
hope, beginning on 30thNovember, between 9.30 and 10 am.
The prayers on Monday 14thDecember will be led by Dr Arie Glas,
of Mulanje Mission Hospital.
All details can be found on the EMMS website (https://
www.emms.org/advent)
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Finances
Just a wee reminder of our Bank Details, should you wish to set up
a direct bank transfer payment, regular or one-off:
West Kirk of Calder:
Bank:
Royal Bank of Scotland
Name:
West Kirk of Calder – Kirk Session
Account:
00185142 / Sort Code: 83-28-03
Polbeth Harwood Church:
Bank:
Royal Bank of Scotland
Name:
Polbeth Harwood Church of Scotland
Account:
00235085 / Sort Code: 83-28-03
We now have a DONATE button on our church website. All you
need to do if you would like to make a donation, is to click on the
button, and you will be instructed how to proceed.
If you have FWO envelopes that you would like to be picked up,
please contact your elder.

Christmas Montage Messages
As Covid restrictions make it difficult this year
for our churches to be busy with people of all
ages at our services, we would like to invite you
as individuals or couples or families to send in a little
video clip of you wishing everyone a happy Christmas.
The message - 3 to 4 seconds long - can be sent via
WhatsApp or Facebook Messenger to Nanda, and all the
clips sent in will be played in the services in December.
Clips can be sent in from now until 18th December. Let’s
share some Christmas wishes… PS: I have already adorned
my Christmas jumper and recorded a clip! Alison
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December
Crossword
Across
1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)
4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out
like a tent to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)
7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to
Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:11) (4)
8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)
9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in
Babylon (Jeremiah 52:11) (8)
13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)
16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and
Zophar the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)
17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)
19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)
24 Able dock (anag.) (8)
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25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with
Goliath (1 Samuel 17:40) (4)
26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)
27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)
Down
1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)
3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1
Corinthians 11:25) (5)
4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic
Church (5)
5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their
second journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)
6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting
and believe’ (John 20:27) (3,2)
10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)
11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that
you care for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)
12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)
13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)
14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)
15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1
Kings 15:20) (4)
18 Narnia’s Lion (5)
20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred
to wash (2 Kings 5:12) (5)
21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark
7:22) (5)
22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)
23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)
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Lockdown Tales
Our Christmas edition of Lockdown Tales will most certainly cheer
you up and warm your hearts - because it’s things the wee ones in
our lives said with such innocence! Thank you to everybody who
contributed!
**
On a recent trip to Beavers my 6 year old grandson
was given a draft letter to Santa for him to complete
during the class.
You can imagine her surprise when he came home
and handed it to his mum to pop in the post.
It read: Dear Santa, I just want Covid to go away!
**
In Church Alison left some sweets on a seat for Michael, a very
special and much loved member of our congregation. When the
family arrived and were shown to their seats, Alison spoke to
Michael who then turned and said to his sister: “The Prime
Minister gave me these sweets and told me not to eat them all at
once”.
**
A wee girl, around 4 years old, sat with her Dad who was
assembling her new toy and muttering to himself. She kept
chatting in his ear until her Dad told her to be quiet and not
interrupt his engineering. Her immediate response was:
"Engineering?? More like whingeneering!!"
**
When a primary school was practising their Nativity, the "Wise
Men" came in with their gifts. The first one said "I bring gold", the
second followed "I bring frankincense" and the third wee boy (a
lovable rascal) came forward, having forgotten what he was
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supposed to say so improvised with "I brought carrots for the
donkey".
**
I was taking my nephew home after a day of football and various
games. We were singing songs in the car when he suddenly said:
“Please stop the music and we can talk about ME!!! Tell me a story
about when I was young...” He is 3 years of age! He is a great
football fan and after the Scotland v Serbia match he and I were
recreating the penalty shootout in our garden. I said: “Do you
realise your auntie is 63 years old?” And he said: “I thought you
were only 5!”
**
Wee boy went for his flu jab / spray to West Calder bowling club.
The nurse tells him what she is about to do and asks him to tell her
what it smells like. Quick as a flash he says: “Hand sanitiser” probably correct. Then she says she is going to do the same in the
other nostril and asks him again - he proudly answers after some
thought: “Numbers”...say no more. He was given a sticker for
being brave!!
When they go back to nursery the teacher asks him: “Where have
you been?” He says: “A secret club.” Then she asks who was there:
“Just me.” What an imagination…

Last Edition’s Wordsearch Solutions: Nov. 2020
Scotland
Disciples
Jesus
Andrew
Honoured

Peter
Nathanael
Bartholomew
Messiah
Saviour

Patras
Achaia
Eighth
Remains
Translation

Fife
Pilgrimage
Tenth
Pious
Patron

Saint
Love
Introducing
Place
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Fun Facts
At our weekly zoom sessions, we have been sharing fun facts. Here
are a few to share with your friends:
 Shortbread. Why is it called short ‘bread’ when it is clearly a
biscuit? When the Scottish government added a tax on cakes
and biscuits, the company decided to call their baked delight
shortbread. That way they avoided paying tax. Canny Scots at
their best.
 Singing off-key is illegal in North Carolina. Might need to
practice our scales if ever we are going to visit the area!
 It is illegal to have one guinea pig in Switzerland. You must
have at least two as it is considered to be cruel to only have
one as they are very sociable and friendly animals.
 The vast majority of toilet rolls for use in France are pink.
 A lot of number plates on cars in Northern Canada are polar
bear shaped.
 It is illegal to flush the toilet in Switzerland after 10pm.
 Ever been deafened by the sound of a cockerel? Did you know,
to avoid making themselves deaf with their loud crowing,
cockerels have a flap of skin that covers their ear canal when
they open their mouths to crow.
 A butterfly’s taste buds are on their back feet. Just as well they
don’t have to wear smelly socks!!!
 Hot water will turn into ice faster than cold water. I know lots
of you will now be testing this out. Let me know how it goes!
By John Davidson and Ian Dixon
17

Reflections
Luke 1:26-28 She didn’t see it coming (Rev Dr Nanda Groenewald)
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel
went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured!
The Lord is with you.’
Covid19. We didn’t see it coming! I don’t think anybody would
ever be able to imagine what our 2020 would look like… Nothing
could prepare us for it, we had no warning, and now we just have
to do the best we can to live through a worldwide pandemic. Well,
we might be the first people in history to deal with this virus, but
we are most certainly not the first people to be caught by surprise,
completely off guard…
Look at Mary, for instance. She was a young lass, minding her own
business, probably dreaming of her wedding day and starting a life
with her fiancé, Joseph. And maybe having a family after a while.
But then the angel appeared to her and told her that she was
going to give birth to the Saviour of the world. Not one day – in
exactly 9 months. God wanted to use her.
She didn’t see it coming. She got a huge fright. Now she had to try
and explain to Joseph that their dreams all of a sudden had to
change… But she didn’t ponder on it too long. Before the angel
left, she said: “I am the Lord’s servant, may it be to me as you have
said.”
Mary didn’t wait until she understood everything and had
everything in her life and mind sorted out before she declared her
willingness to serve God. As a matter of fact, I don’t think her life
could be any more complicated and confusing than it must have
been at that point! Yet – she knew she could trust God. So she did.
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Let’s do the same. Out lives might be very complicated and
confusing at the moment, but let’s allow God to use us as
instruments in his hands during this time. Let’s trust him, like Mary
did. After all, it’s for all of us that God used Mary in the first place.
Prayer
Loving Father, thank you for the example of Mary. She trusted
you and put your wishes above her own. Please help us to do the
same. This Christmas, and forever. Amen

Teen Time
Youngsters from P7 & High School
‘The Big Christmas Blether’

Please join us on zoom on Friday 11th December at 7:30pm
for the Teen Time big blether and Christmas fun.
Christmas Jumpers and silly hats optional – but I will be
wearing mine!
Zoom link will be sent out week commencing 7th December.
Hope to see you ‘on the screen’ at 7:30pm on 11th
December.

Last Edition’s Crossword Solutions: Nov. 2020
Across: 1, Thanks. 4, Banner. 8, Esher. 9, Azariah. 10, Compare.
11, Ishma. 12, Doorposts. 17, Oaths. 19, Galatia. 21, Papyrus. 22,
Frail. 23, Listen. 24, Hyssop.
Down: 1, Trench. 2, Ashamed. 3, Karma. 5, Ananias. 6, Neigh. 7,
Reheat. 9, Areopagus. 13, Observe. 14, Satraps. 15, Compel. 16,
Gallop. 18, Tapes. 20, Lofty.
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December
Wordsearch

Silent Night
This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung
as Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was
written by Father Joseph Mohr, a young priest at St Nicholas parish
church, in the village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As Christmas 1818
approached, he asked the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber,
to compose a melody for his carol. Gruber was organist in the
nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was happy to oblige. On
Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church during the
midnight mass. The carol went on to become loved world-wide;
and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single
of all time.
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Reflections
Matthew 2:11b, 12 Which way now? (Rev Alison Quilter)
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.
“Don’t worry I know the road like the back of my hand.” How often
have you heard this being said by someone?
In my case the ‘someone’ not giving the journey more than a
moment’s thought until you are confronted by a large sign
declaring ‘Road closed: diversion’. Instead of following the
diversion signs until you re-join the route, but foolishly the
‘someone’ decides not to because the ‘someone’ knew better.
Only it wasn’t that simple, and before long you are hopelessly lost.
A lot of driving and considerable time later the ‘someone’ is back
on the correct route having explored parts of the countryside
never before visited. If only a map had been consulted or
diversions properly followed… The ‘someone’ – my husband. He
was given the nickname ‘navigator’ by one of our friends, as he
never managed to follow a route or a map.
The magi, in a sense, were to come across a ‘Road closed’ sign, a
dream causing them to return to their own country by another
route. Why? Because God had warned them not to return to
Herod. But they returned via another route in another sense also.
They’d knelt, before the little child, presenting priceless and
precious gifts, each of them clearly aware that they were
privileged to share in a truly historic and special moment. Could
they have just gone back afterwards as though nothing had
changed? No. What they had seen and experienced must in some
way have changed their lives for ever, for they had been touched
by the divine.
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So it is for us all. Truly to meet with Christ is a life-changing
experience. We cannot simply nod in acknowledgement and
continue on our way. His love, grace and goodness call for a
response, inviting us to journey in faith. Have we, like the magi,
the courage to change direction and travel with him?
A new year lies ahead of us, let us journey along the safest route,
straightest route, without diversions, no road closed – only love
and the strength of the Lord.
Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, show me where you would have me go, what
you would have me do, how you would have me live, and help
me to follow, trusting you to guide.
Amen.

December
Sudoku
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Christmas Kirk’s Café – Covid Style
Thank you to the wonderful volunteers who came
forward to offer goodies for our Covid style Kirk’s Café
running from 1st to 19th December.
All the details of what is available and how to go about purchasing them
will be on the church website with, in some cases, accompanying
photographs. Details can also be found in the flyer which should have
been delivered with this copy of The Link. Reminders will also be posted
on Facebook from time to time.
Some of the baked items will be cooked to order but the craft and
knitted goods are available from day one although the folded fabric
decorations can be assembled to order if you have specific colours in
mind.
For ease of administration there will only be one point of contact for
your orders as follows:
Alison McNaught Landline: 01506 871617
Mobile : 07853 850291 (texts only please)
Email: alison.mcnaught@btinternet.com
We can arrange to deliver / hand over your purchases once you place
your order. Payment can be accepted in cash or by cheque payable to
‘The West Kirk of Calder’.
An exciting addition to our sale items is the
Raffle for two gift boxes donated by Thistle &
Clay worth over £100 (see flyer or website for
more details). Each donation of £2 will ensure
one entry in the Draw to be made on the 19th
December. The bigger the donation the more
times your name goes in the hat!
We know this is not the same as browsing the stalls, chatting with
friends and taking the weight off your feet with a cuppa and mince pie
followed by lunch in the church hall but we do hope you will continue
to support your church in these challenging times. Thank you.
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Reflections
Joshua 24:15 New year’s resolutions (Rev Dr Nanda Groenewald)
‘But as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.’
Joshua is speaking to the Israelites. They were at a turning point:
They needed to make decisions about their future. Joshua
basically tells them that they should forget about all the false gods
and serve God alone. But it’s up to them what they choose. He
himself chooses unequivocally to serve the Lord. For him there is
no choice. There is only one right thing to do, and he is going to do
it.
At the start of a new year we are also faced with decisions. We
need to decide what we want to do, who we want to be in the
year 2021. If we learnt anything form 2020, it’s that life is very
unpredictable. We have no idea what lies ahead of us. One thing
we do know though, is that the God we serve is bigger than our
circumstances.
So let’s stand up for our faith this year. Let’s choose to serve God,
no matter what. Because ultimately, if you really think about it,
that is the only thing that’s truly important. Everything here on
earth is temporary, but our relationship with God is eternal.
Let’s not be deterred by what others think and say and choose.
Let’s do the right thing. Let’s stand together and say: “But for me
and my church family at the West Kirk and Polbeth Harwood, we
will serve the Lord!”
May God bless you all in this new year!
Prayer
At the start of a new year Lord, we want to place our lives in your
hands. Please lead us and guide us, please show us the way, the
right way, your way… In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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A Financial Wellbeing Client recently said:
'I felt trapped and imprisoned by debt whereas now I'm paying
back my debtors and feel as if I can breathe again.'
We at the Bridge, hear this type of message over and over again
thankfully. We like to walk with people and help them to
reorganise their money in a way that is best for them. Yes, money
will be tight for many of our clients. Yes, they do have to make
difficult decisions but they are their decisions. We work with our
clients to help them be in control of their finances and their lives.
Life is ever changing, plans are made, circumstances change, plans
are re-evaluated and changed. Through this journey we, at the
Bridge, travel with our clients explaining their options and helping
them to be confident that they are making good decisions. We are
not a fast quick answer but we hope to assist people to make
lasting changes that help them feel more confident to deal with
the ups and downs of life.
We would like to thank Polbeth Harwood with West Kirk of Calder
for their support and encouragement to work with the people of
West Calder, Polbeth and surrounding area. We share similar
values of kindness, empowerment and community and feel
privileged to assist those who need that little bit extra support.
Our Service is free, confidential, non-judgemental, competent &
respectful.
Phone 01506 238 980 & leave a message or follow the link and
click on the gold banner to self refer
https://bridgecommunityproject.org.uk/financialwellbeing/
We will be in touch as soon as possible.
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On Leave In The Holy Land - 1st Instalment
By a West Lothian Soldier, transcribed by
Meg Stenhouse.
West Lothian Courier 25th August 1944
Although home leave is for our boys in
North Africa a thing difficult or impossible, a
week in Palestine has been a not
unacceptable substitute and many of the
heroes of Norway and Tobruk and Alamein
have availed themselves of the opportunity to visit scenes replete with
significant history and hallowed associations. Here are some passages
from an account of a leave in the Holy Land as given by one of our West
Lothian boys. He writes:On the journey as darkness came down passengers sprawled in cold
attitudes on the hard wooden seats or even the floor of the carriages in
vain attempts at sleep; but what of it? We were all going on leave.
Wakeful, as dawn broke, the sun peeped over the horizon and I had my
first impression of Palestine. Aces and acres of orange groves
stretching on each side of the railway. It seems a land of green trees,
after long months in Egypt and Cyrenaica; a welcome sight. Hedges of
prickly pear and tall cypress divide the orange groves and serve as
windbreaks to protect the developing fruit. The prickly pear fruit was
ripe and showed brown and yellow among the thick fleshy leaves.
Pleasant eating when you have learned to deal with the spines with
which the skin of the pear is covered, and to be had for the picking in
many places in Egypt and Palestine.
Detrained at Tel Aviv, we found it one of the modern of cities with fine,
white building and broad streets with promenades, the blue water of
the Mediterranean washing its shores. Adjoining the city is the small
port of Jaffa – the “Joppa” of the Bible where the site of the house of
Simon, the Tanner may be seen (Acts x 6). The official languages in Tel
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Aviv are Arabic, Hebrew and English, and many of the people speak two
or even four or five languages, so that one is never at a loss to make
oneself understood. It is an interesting experience to sit at one of the
little open-air cafes and listen to the babble of strange tongues and
watch the people in gay summer dress, sipping their iced drinks. The Tel
Avivians claim incidentally to be the hardest drinkers of soft drinks in
the world, and I can well believe it.
In the land of Fruit
From Tel Aviv the journey to Jerusalem was by road. In the days of
Turkish rule this road was the haunt of highway robbers. Pilgrims on
their way to the shrine were robbed outright or made to pay toll.
Though the robbers have been suppressed there remain mementoes of
those bad old days in the tin forts in which soldiers were quartered,
which occupy rising grounds along the road. Orange and grape fruit
groves and vineyards border the way and it is a common sight to see
the watchman on a platform set of four high posts and canopied with
branches and grass for protection from the sun, guarding the grapes
from depredation. The county is in sharp contrast to the flat,
uninteresting paddy fields of Egypt. In Palestine modern irrigation
engines are used, in Egypt the ox-driven irrigation wheel or the
Archimedes wheel for the most part.
To be continued...
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Sunday Club & JAM Club
Wow December already!
For some of us this year has
gone so slowly, and for
others it has just flown in!
For me, it seems like no
time at all since we were
looking out shepherd costumes, wise men gifts, and
angel wings! Christmas really is my favourite time of
the year and this year the pressure and all the
rushing around has been somewhat greatly reduced.

Regardless of all the restrictions we are facing our
United Nativity Service will go on! Yes! We will have
singing, musicians, narrators, kings, angels,
shepherds, Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, and even a
donkey! We are so very lucky to have the full support
of all the parents and children taking part, who have
been very busy rehearsing and filming at home or on
location (when out getting exercise, but ‘on location’

sounds much more interesting!) as the children play
out their parts diligently. All the clips are then sent
to Mark who works his magic in editing and
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remastering. This year we have 35 children taking
part which is just wonderful.
So I do hope you all get a chance to watch our
production of the Christmas story, whether it be in
the comfort of your own home, or in Church on
Christmas Eve.

If you do not have internet and would like to see our
Nativity please contact: Sandra Dixon or Lorna
Graham who will discuss further options available.
On behalf of Sandra and myself we would just like to
say a huge thanks to everyone who has worked very
hard to make this happen.
We hope you all have a truly wonderful Christmas xx

November
Sudoku
Solution
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A special thanks to all the teachers and helpers in
both Churches for all their hard work and support
throughout this year with our children and youth
groups. We would not have so many young people involved in our churches without your continued dedication and support. Wishing you all a very Blessed Christmas and
safe and healthy 2021.
Remember to check out those indoor bulbs to see if they
need a little moisture to help them grow!

Services in January
3/1/21

Worship Service in Church
09:45 West Kirk
11:15 Polbeth Harwood

Recording of service will be available
in the afternoon online & on
telephone

10/1/21 Online Worship Service

Available from 10am on Church
Website, Facebook, and telephone

17/1/21 Worship Service in Church
09:45 West Kirk
11:15 Polbeth Harwood

Recording of service will be available
in the afternoon online & on
telephone

24/1/21 10:00 Online Worship Service Available from 10am on Church
Website, Facebook, and telephone

Sunday Club and JAM Club will meet every Sunday when we have
worship in church, and the Bible Class will meet every 1st Sunday of
the month at the West Kirk.
If you would like to attend any of the services at church, please remember that booking is essential, and can be done by contacting
the Session Clerks.
The number to dial for the telephone service is: 01506 286 884.
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Parish Record
Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
11/11/20
13/11/20
15/11/20
27/11/20

Ann Paterson
Catherine Lammie
Mervyn Hamilton
Tam Kelly

The Glebe, West Calder
Woodlands Care Home, Livingston
Polbeth Road, Polbeth
Chapelton Gardens, Polbeth

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.

God of consolation and hope,
Be with us in our darkest moments,

when all seems lost and we feel alone.
Banish despair from our hearts
and bring hope in its place.
May every day bring new possibilities
to replace lost options.
Where we face real difficulty,
big decisions and tough times,
Help us to work out the right path,
knowing You are with us all the way.
Amen.
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