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Dear congregations 

So there I was getting myself ready to 

go to Aviemore with my family for the October break… 

and we ended up in Corfu! What a lovely surprise!         

André planned it all to the finest detail (behind my back!), 

and we had an amazing week of unexpected sunshine, 

leisure and exploring on the island. 

Now that’s the kind of surprise everybody likes to get – 

sunshine instead of rain; swimming in the sea instead of 

walking around in your thermals… But you know what the 

most rewarding thing of this whole holiday was? To see 

the sheer delight on André’s face when the boys and I   

enjoyed everything he planned for us. It gave him so 

much pleasure to know that he was making us happy. 

 

 



And this made me think about our relationship with God. 

Sitting there on the beautiful beach, looking at the sun 

setting, I thought that God gives us so much… Very often 

he surprises us in good ways too, but apart from that he 

takes care of us every single day. That is the one thing we 

can always rely on in our ever-changing lives – that God is 

always there. But does he ever see joy on our faces for 

that? Or do we ask for our daily bread and expect a huge 

big slice of chocolate cake? (Matthew 6:5-13) 

How happy would it make God if he could see that we  

appreciate everything he does for us – the big things as 

well as the small things? 
 

Let’s challenge ourselves to say thank you to God for one 

thing every single day this month, so that by the time 

there are no leaves left on the trees, we will realise that 

in contrast to that we have more blessings than we can 

count. 

May God bless you all, 

Nanda 

 

 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

 

The remembrance service  

of  hymns, prayer and meditation  
 

 will be held on 
 

Sunday 8th November  

at 3.00pm 

Stewart Court 
 

Anyone is welcome to attend! 

 

The Advent service will be held  

at Dickson Court  

on Thursday  10th December 

at 10.30am 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This is all about the future of 

the Church of Scotland and 

it’s direction and how you can have your say. 

A reminder that our two congregations will be focussing 

on this topic on Sunday 15th November during morning 

worship. Then, while enjoying a tea or coffee, you can 

record your thoughts on postcards provided by central 

Church, taking only around 10 minutes to complete. 

Minister’s Office Hours: 10.30am – 12 noon 
These sessions start again for the autumn as follows; 

          Tuesday 3rd November              Polbeth Harwood 

          Tuesday 17th November             Polbeth harwood 

      Wednesday 25th November          West Kirk  

Please note there will be no Office Hours on 11th November, 

Remembrance Day, when  the minister has other duties.  

There will be no hours during December, a very busy month, 

but they will resume again on                                                         

Wednesday 13th January 2016 at West Kirk 

For any urgent matter, the minister can be contacted on 

01506 884802 



 

When will they ever learn? 

Waste of Muscle, waste of Brain, 

Waste of Patience, waste of Pain, 

Waste of manhood, waste of Health, 

Waste of Beauty, waste of Wealth, 

Waste of Blood, and waste of Tears, 

Waste of Youth’s most precious years, 

Waste of ways the Daints have trod, 

Waste of Glory, waste of God— 

War! 
This poem was penned by  

Revd G A Studdert-Kennedy, 

better known to many as “Woodbine Willie” 

after the cigarette he handed out  

to troops  when he was a  

chaplain in the field during  

the First World War 



 

     Sunday Club 
This year the “Gift Service” will be 

held on Sunday December 13th at 

9:45am in the West Kirk, and we will 

be collecting ONLY for Bethany 

Trust, located locally in Bathgate who give shelter 

to young adults mainly male from 16-21 years.  

The charity would greatly appreciate any          

donations of food (non-perishable please) which 

they distribute to young people in local hostels 

and to the needy in the local community.            

We fully appreciate the demands this time of 

year bring, but anything you can give to help these 

young people will be greatly appreciated. 

 

We are now making plans for 

our joint Nativity service which 

takes place on Sunday Dec 20th, 

and we would like to extend a 

warm welcome to any children who would like to 

take part to come along and join us on Sunday 

mornings and join in the fun as we prepare for 

this wonderful family service. 
       



 

Colour this children’s nativity scene,  

the real reason for the season! 
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Across 

1  ‘The Lord Jesus... took bread, and when he had given — , he 
broke it’ (1 Corinthians 11:24) (6) 

4  ‘He has taken me to the banquet hall, and his — over me is 
love’ (Song of Songs 2:4) (6) 

8  Surrey town that hosts the National Christian Resources       
Exhibition (5) 

9  Also known as Abednego (Daniel 1:7) (7)  

10 Liken (Isaiah 40:18) (7)  

11 A son of Etam, descendant of Judah (1 Chronicles 4:3) (5)  

12 A part of the temple where the blood of a young bull was to 
be smeared (Ezekiel 45:19) (9) 

17 ‘They make many promises, take false — and make         
agreements’ (Hosea 10:4) (5) 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
19 Roman province to which Paul returned after evangelizing it on 
his first missionary journey (Acts 16:6) (7) 

21 Material used to make baby Moses’ basket (Exodus 2:3) (7)  

22 ‘And feeble as — , in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail’ (5)  

23 ‘The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep — to his 
voice’ (John10:3) (6)  

24 Stalk carrying the sponge of wine vinegar given to Christ on the 
cross (John 19:29) (6) 

 

Down 

1  Elijah dug one round the altar he built on Mount Carmel and 
filled it with water (1 Kings 18:32) (6) 

2  ‘I am not — of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the 
salvation of everyone who believes’ (Romans 1:16) (7) 

3  Buddhist term relating to belief in reincarnation (5)  

5  Damascus disciple who, at God’s command, restored the sight of 
the blinded Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:12) (7)  

6  and 16 Horses: their sound (Jeremiah 50:11) (5) and their gait 
(Joel 2:4) (6)  

7  A three (anag.) (6)  

9  Athenian council addressed memorably by Paul (Acts 17:22) (9) 

13 Abide by (Galatians 3:5) (7)  

14 Persian princes (Daniel 3:2) (7)  

15 Force (Galatians 6:12) (6)  

16 See 6 Down (6)  

18 Paste (anag.) (5)  

20 How the cedars of Lebanon are described (Isaiah 2:13) (5) 



     Polbeth Harwood 

Church 

CHRISTMAS 

FAYRE 
                  on Saturday 28th November 

starting at 2pm 

 

Relax and enjoy Afternoon Tea 

Come along and join in the fun. 

Stalls include 

Home baking; Groceries; 

Toys; Books; Face Painting; 

Fancy Goods; Bric-a-Brac; 

                            Raffle; Tombola; Thrift Shop 

AND, of course, a visit from SANTA! 
 

Donations can be handed into the church  

on Friday 27th November from 6—7.30pm  

or Saturday 28th November from 11am 

(Please note we cannot accept electrical goods) 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!! 

Linda Eardley 

 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT, DEBATE, ACTION & PRAYER  
 

 

 

 

Christian Aid was founded 70 years ago in 1945 to respond to 

and assist the estimated 850,000  people in Europe displaced 

by the Second World War.  

Currently our media has been full of stories of desperate       

refugees arriving in Europe focussing on their growing numbers 

rather than the conflict, injustice and oppression from which 

they are fleeing. 

In Syria, over 12 million people remain trapped in besieged    

areas, displaced in their own country, and reliant on               

lifesaving aid, whilst in neighbouring countries over 4 million 

have been living in often dire conditions for more than 4 years 

It’s not only Syrians—both those still within their homeland 

and those who have fled—who need help. Christian Aid is also 

supporting  those affected by war and violence in Iraq             

Afghanistan, South Sudan, Palestine and Colombia. 

In addition to helping provide humanitarian aid to those    

affected by all these conflicts, Christian Aid is striving to lobby  

on conflict reduction and peacebuilding. 

Please pray for the work they and other charitable                   

organisations undertake as well as those in need of support. 



West Kirk Fundraising Group News 

We would like to thank everyone 
who came or helped to make the    
October Candy Bar so successful.  
The great total of £701 was raised. 

The annual Whist Drive was enjoyed 
by 44 players and thanks go to them 

as well as the helpers. £280 was made that evening. 

On Saturday, 5th December, our major event takes place 
with the Christmas Candy Bar.                                           

Tickets for lunch are available from Margaret Greenhorn 
(871139).There are two sittings - at 11.45am and 1pm - 
and tickets must be obtained in advance. They will be 
available at the Guild Coffee Day on Saturday 7th           
November and afterwards from Margaret.                      
The cost is £8 for adults and £4 for 12 years and under. 
The Christmas lunch includes home 
made soup, turkey and trimmings 
and a choice of sweets including 
Christmas pudding.                       
Coffee and mints to follow. There is 
quiche as a vegetarian option. 

Morning coffee will be served from 10am, finishing about 
11.15am to allow time to set the tables for the first sitting 
of lunch.  



 

Bible Blether 

 

When you come to a point in your life when you think 
you have lost everything—you have not. 

Because you will always have God. 

Ask Job!  

   The November Bible Blether will take place on  

 Thursday 19th  November at 8pm,  

in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood Church   

There will be stalls including the always popular Cake and 
Candy, hand made gifts for Christmas and a hamper to be 
won. The various church organisations are all busy with 

their own ideas to help to make a successful day. 

Christmas themed contributions for any of the 
stalls will be appreciated but most of all......... 
please come along for an enjoyable start to the 
festive season. 

Jill Murray (Convener 



TRAINS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, and we    
believe they will always travel on our side.  

However, at some station our parents will step down from the 
train, leaving us on this journey alone. 

As time goes by, other people will board the train;                    
and they will be significant, i.e. our siblings, friends, children, 

and even the love of your life.  

Many will step down and leave a permanent vacuum. 

 
 Others will go so unnoticed that we don't realize they vacated 

their seats  

This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow, fantasy, expectations, 
hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. 

Success consists of having a good relationship with all passen-
gers requiring that we give the best of ourselves.  

 



The mystery to everyone is: 

We do not know at which station we ourselves will step down.  

So, we must live in the best way, love, forgive, and offer the 
best of who we are.  

It is important to do this because when the time comes for us 
to step down and leave our seat empty we should leave behind 
beautiful memories for those who will continue to travel on the 

train of life.  

I wish you a joyful journey on the train of life.                        
Reap success and give lots of love.                                           

More importantly, thank God for the journey.  

Lastly, I thank you for being one of the passengers on my train. 

Contributed by Karen Elliot 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR.  

Hi—a reminder that rehearsals started on 
28th October for this year’s  Christmas 
Concert, but it’s not too late to join in. 

Come along to West Kirk on Wednesday evenings at 
7.15pm till about 8.30pm and have some fun learn-
ing your traditional favourites and some newer carols. 

If you would like more information call Carolyn 07768 
924720.   Look forward to seeing faces old and new. 

Carolyn 



 

`West Lothian Religious Observance Steering Group 

CHAPLAINCY  CO-ORDINATOR 

We need a new Chaplaincy Co-Ordinator in West Lothian.       
No experience needed, it is more important that it is someone 
who is available through the day and willing to communicate 
with teachers and ministers!!                                                               
It’s a paid position, but it’s not lots of money: 
 

REMIT                                                                                                 
This Chaplaincy Co-ordinator role is a joint appointment         
between West Lothian Presbytery and West Lothian Council on 
a consultancy basis. The Chaplaincy Co-ordinator works     
alongside chaplaincy teams across West Lothian. 

To encourage and support the development of Religious        
Observance in all schools. 

To identify and share good practice 

To maintain contact with chaplaincy teams in each cluster. 

To maintain contact with all primary and secondary schools  

To report to the RO steering group. 

To participate in workshops and other events organised by the 
RO Steering group. 

Due to the nature of the post there are no identified set 
hours.  The Chaplaincy Co-ordinator is responsible for          
managing his/her hours.  During the school holidays e.g. there 
would be no active input in schools. The post is initially for one 
year, the starting date to be mutually agreed by the person   
appointed and the steering group.  (The steering group meet 
usually on Friday late afternoons approx. every six weeks.)   
Nanda 



ANNUAL 

BEREAVEMENT SERVICE 

on behalf of both congregations 

will be held for all in our communities 

on 

Sunday 6th December 

                         at Polbeth Harwood Church 

                        at 3pm 

The service will be conducted by 

Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald, 

and will be followed by afternoon tea in the café area. 

All those who have lost loved ones—relatives and friends—

and would like this opportunity to remember their lives,   

are warmly invited  

‘At Home’ 

Polbeth Harwood Church Ladies                                            

invite everyone to their annual ‘At Home’   

evening on  Friday 13th November at 7pm. 

The speaker will be Alan McLaughlin                                

from Rotary International, talking about                            

the Livingstonia Mission Station in Malawi 



  

Advent Season 

Starts Sunday 29th November 

When we welcome Rev Martin McKean 

to our pulpits for that morning. 



 

 

Jak’s 

Ball 

Team Jak would like you to come and join them  

for their inaugural  

Jak’s Ball, New York / Broadway style   

at Prestonfield House Hotel, Edinburgh 

Saturday 13th February 2016 

Cost: £750 per table of 10 or £75 per person 

includes welcome fizz and three course meal. 

To book: Call 01592 772200 

Or email walterforteamjak@btinternet.com 

Contribution deadline for the next issue….. 
 
All contributions for the December 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before  24th November 2015 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of  God belongs to such as them.” 

25th Oct—Amelia-Orlah and Heidi Isla, infant daughters of Paej       

Melville and Sean Higgins.  
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

29th Sept— Marion Hamilton, Burngrange Home, West Calder 

2nd Oct—Peter Smillie, Polbeth Road Polbeth 

15th Oct—Wendy Lumsden, Burngrange Court, West Calder 
 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

Living God, 

Help us to remember that you are  

a God who never sleeps,  

a God on whom we can depend  

in any and every situation. 

Though darkness falls and night comes upon us, 

keep us always in the light of your love 

and the radiance of your presence, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.        

 Nick Fawcett 

 



  

Saturday 5th Xmas Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 6th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 6th Bereavement Service Polbeth Harwood 3.00pm 

 Events: December 

Events: November 

Sunday 1st Boards & Sessions 

Team Building 

Polbeth Harwood 1.00pm 

Monday 2nd Guild Guest Night West Kirk 7.30pm 

Tuesday 3rd Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 5th Board & Session  West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 7th Guild Coffee Day West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 8th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

Remembrance  

Stewart Court 3.00pm 

Monday 9th Safeguarding Training Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday 11th  Parkhead School @ War Memorial 11.00am 

 11th Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Friday 13th  Ladies ‘At Home’ Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Tuesday 17th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 19th  Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Tuesday 24th  Emmaus Group 19 Learmonth Cres 8.00pm 

Wednesday 25th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Friday 27th  Youth Group West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 28th Christmas Fayre Polbeth Harwood 2.00pm 



 Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.00pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Rainbows Polbeth Harwood 5.15pm 

 Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

  Weekly Events 


