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Dear Congregations 
 

What a privilege to start Easter morning in the Auld 

Kirkyard at the crack of dawn!                                          

There were dark clouds looming in the sky, but for the 

few moments we remembered Jesus’ resurrection, the 

sun shone brightly through the skies, colouring some of 

the clouds in a light shade of orange; and although it 

rained on and off all day long – for those few   moments 

not a drop fell out of the sky. It felt as if even  nature held 

its breath to remember what Jesus did for us… 

 

 



 After a tremendously busy week, and even having to get 

up an hour earlier because the clocks changed, I felt 

more alive than ever, not even a little tired.                          

I was thinking about my boys (all 3!)  still cosy in bed, and 

then thought about Mary – grieving the death of her son 

like only a mother can, and then realising that he is alive - 

That all his suffering wasn’t for nothing (John 19 & 20). 

 

Jesus conquered death for all of us.                                   

Because of what he went through, no amount of         

suffering we have to go through in our daily lives will ever 

be for nothing, nor will we have to handle it alone. 

 

So let’s live like people who believe this—                       

let’s see the sunshine through the rain and feel his love 

through our pain. 

 

May God bless you all, 

Nanda 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

           

The next informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation   
 

 will be held  

on 

Thursday 14th April  

at 10.30am  

in Dickson Court 
 

All are welcome to attend these services 

in the community 
 

The May service will be held 

on Sunday 8th May  

at 3.00pm 

in Dickson Court 



 

           THE  place to be  

                       this Summer! 

      This is the name of this summer’s holiday club, 
which runs during the second last week  

of the school holidays  

from August 8th -12th  

“Rocky’s Plaice” is the coolest fish and chip           
restaurant to hang out in this summer!  

We can guarantee it will get messy,  

it will be fun and  

we want to share that fun with as many as we can! 

Registration forms will be available to all children 
from May 1st  - For more information please check 

out the church web site.  
 

Would you like to be part of that fun or just want to 
know a little more? Please come along and join us at 

our first volunteer meeting in East Calder Parish 
Church hall on Tuesday April 12th at 7:30pm.  

This is one of our main outreach events in the 
church year and a real fun event to be involved in.  
If you have never been involved please come join 

us. Why not have a chat with a few people from the 
church to see if they are also going and fill your car! 

 All are welcome! 



          Fishy flavour?! 

 

 

Have a laugh! 

A man walks into a fish and chip shop with a fish under 

his arm and says "Do you serve fish cakes in here?"  

The owner replies “no”                       

The man says  "that's a shame, it's his birthday today!!!  

 

What's the difference between a fish and a piano? – 

 You can't tuna fish!     

 

Why did the fish go to Hollywood? 

He wanted to be a Starfish! 

 

How do fish always know  how much they weigh? 

Because they have their own scales! 

 

Which day do fish hate? 

Fry-day!! 



 

 

…...and the chips!!! 

 

 

 

 

A FEW SUPERHEROES 

FOR YOU TO COLOUR 



Sunday Club & JAM CLUB Update: 

During the month of April we will be             

exploring ………    

 

 

 

which will be great fun for everyone involved. 

If you know of any children in the village who 

would like to join us, a warm welcome awaits 

at Sunday Club & JAM Club every Sunday 

morning!  

On May 8th all the children will be coming to 

 Church dressed as a SUPERHERO from either 

a book, movie, TV etc  

The children at Sunday Club currently have 

sponsor forms to raise some money to help 

with the cost of  cushions on the front pews, 

and on May 8th  when in full costume, they will 

go out of church to complete a fun assault 

course!  

If you would like a sponsor form it can be 

downloaded from the church web site.          

All welcome! 



   A Big Miss—West Kirk’s own heroes! 

Next month, the Hull family will be leaving West Calder 

and our congregations.  

And what a gap they leave behind! 

As a family they have been involved in so many aspects 

of our church life in their unique, modest, way.  

 

 

David has been our Christian 

Aid co-ordinator, as well as     

occasional gardener and 

‘backroom boy’. 

 

In addition, he and Aileen have been hosts for the         

Emmaus Group meetings since its inception. 

 

 

Rachel and Sarah have, in their 

very own individual 

ways, been         

dependable       

stalwarts of all the 

various activities 

associated with Sunday Club. 

 

             



Aileen has served as a valued member of the              

Congregational Board and has been a very active        

participant of the Worship Group, involved in ‘Beyond the 

Kirk Walls’ and other special services,  

AND of course, with that firm favourite of 

children’s talks at morning worship—

Cheeky Monkey.  

 

 

But most children in the community will remember Aileen 

as ‘Sir Random Finds’                     

in Polar Explorers;  

alias ‘Ali’ in Fit for a King;  

and co-director in Showstoppers— 

the competent, unflappable, fun    

co-host of our Holiday Clubs.  

 

           Who’s going to work out our song moves now?! 

The family take with them all our prayers and best wishes 

for a blessed future in Aviemore, where Aileen has a new 

teaching post.  

……..And, no doubt, a church opening it’s doors wide to 

welcome their many gifts and blessings. 

An enormous “Thank You” to the family— 

Here in our congregations, you will be remembered fondly 

and greatly missed. 
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ACROSS 
 

8  ‘He poured out his life unto death, and was numbered 
with the — ’ (Isaiah 53:12) (13) 
9  ‘When they had sung a hymn, they went — to the 
Mount of Olives (Matthew 26:30) (3) 
10 Comes between Galatians and Philippians (9)  
11 ‘Your heart will — and swell with joy’ (Isaiah 60:5) (5)  
13 Muslim holy month (7)  
16 Ten ears (anag.) (7)  
19 Under (poetic abbrev.) (5)  
22 How Abram described himself to God when he com-
plained that his inheritance would pass to a servant 
(Genesis 15:2) (9) 
24 ‘Go to the — , you sluggard’ (Proverbs 6:6) (3)  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



25 Debar from receiving Communion (13) 
 

DOWN 
 
1  My — for His Highest (Oswald Chambers’ best-known 
book) (6)  
2  Festival of the resurrection (6)  
3  ‘His sons will prepare for war and — a great 
army’ (Daniel 11:10) (8)  
4  ‘Let not the — string his bow’ (Jeremiah 51:3) (6)  
5  Name of the River Thames in and around Oxford (4)  
6  ‘From then on Judas watched for an opportunity — — 
him over’ (Matthew 26:16) (2,4)  
7  ‘But Christ is faithful — — — over God’s house’ (Hebrews 
3:6) (2,1,3)  
12 Long-handled implement used to till the soil (Isaiah 
7:25) (3)  
14 Order to which monks and nuns devote themselves (8)  
15 Appropriate (Proverbs 15:23) (3)  
16 I, uncle (anag.) (6)  
17 ‘They gave him — — of broiled fish’ (Luke 24:42) (1,5)  
18 ‘Weren’t there three men that we — — and threw into 
the fire?’ (Daniel 3:24) (4,2)  
20 Mountain where Noah’s ark came to rest (Genesis 8:4) 
(6)  
21 ‘Don’t you know that friendship with the world is —    
towards God?’ (James 4:4) (6)  
23  Prominent architectural feature of large cathedrals such 
as St Paul’s (4) 
 

 



Bible Blether 

at Polbeth Harwood Church  

 

            The theme for the next Blether on 

Thursday 21st April at 8pm. 

“Rolling away the stone” 

Let’s peek inside the 

grave……….. 
 

Anybody welcome for a cuppa and a blether!  

Minister’s Office Hours 

The Office Hours for April and May are as follows 

   Tuesday 12th April         Polbeth Harwood    10.30—12 

   Wednesday 20th April               West Kirk     10.30—12 

  Tuesday 26th April        Polbeth Harwood     10.30—12 

   Wednesday 11th May                  West Kirk     10.30—12 

    Tuesday 17th May        Polbeth Harwood     10.30—12 

  Wednesday 25th May                 West Kirk     10.30—12 
 

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc, someone will 

be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 



   Effie’s Concert      
My annual concert takes place on 

Saturday 23rd April at 7.30pm 

in the West Kirk 

Music will be provided the  Mure Ensemble (from Garrowhill), 

the ceilidh band and myself on piano and organ. 

Tickets cost £5, which includes refreshments, or you can pay at 

the door. 

The money raised will be split between the West Kirk and other 

charities. Last year, £500 was given to the church. 

Charities which have benefitted include cancer research,        

the Vine Trust, and some senior citizen groups. 

I hope you will be able to come along and enjoy an evening of 

varied music—light classical; songs from the shows; Scottish; 

and folk—while raising money for these worthwhile causes. 

Bill Russell Tel 871693 

Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the May 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before  Monday 25th April 2016 



 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

15th—21st May 2016 

This year’s campaign focuses on        

persistent flooding in Bangladesh and 

the plight of local people living on the    

low-lying islands in the mighty       

Brahmaputra river. 

Over the winter months, we’ve seen footage of the devastation 

caused in Britain by unprecedented flooding.  

But these people have few assets and no savings and live in  

single room corrugated iron homes with their children where 

floods are a terrifying part of everyday life. And it’s not just the 

destructive power of the water itself. These waters are       

brimming with dangerous snakes which swim in the river. 

 

Christian Aid have, with local partner charities, designed a  

Home Safety Package for the inhabitants of these islands.          

It would aim to  flood-proof homes by raising the land by eight 

feet on earth plinths, so that people have a safe place to         

rebuild their homes; keep livestock; and grow crops. The     

package  would also include funding to buy a goat, seeds and a 

wormery to help produce compost – all of which can provide 

families with food, a long-term income and a solid foundation 

for a new life. 



West Kirk Fundraising Group 

 

The Congregational Board and Sunday 

Club must both be thanked for running 

very successful Candy Bars in  February (£874) and March 

(£1015)   

A great start to fundraising activities in 2016!                

Congratulations to all. 

The Guild will run the April Candy Bar on 

Saturday 2nd followed by the Choir on 

7th May. 

 

These events would not be possible without 

the  generosity of all who donate to the 

stalls, help on the day or come along for 

coffee and lunch.   

Very many thanks. 

As ever, we are happy to get donations of baking, good 

gifts and bric-a-brac as well as any stall ideas that would 

help to raise funds. 

We look forward to seeing you.                 

 Jill Murray (Convener) 



As in previous years, this event, which celebrates the life and 

work of the Church of Scotland, will take place in Princes 

Street Gardens on ‘Assembly Sunday’  

Gates will be open from 1pm with events taking place from 

2pm and finishing with a Massed Closing Worship at 6pm. 

This year’s theme is “People of the Way” and over fifty            

organisations and congregations are ready to explore and 

share their journey with you. Included in these will be a   

section focussing on the responses collected nationwide 

from the ‘Speak Out’ campaign in which our congregations 

took part. 

Also participating will be Fischy Music; Heart and Soul Swing 

Band; Labyrinth; Spill the Beans ( a resource group featuring 

an All Age Worship with materials for interaction with      

children); and a new youth venue. 

Right in the centre of Edinburgh, there will be plenty of            

activities and attractions and it’s FREE to go along, so keep 

the afternoon available in your diary. 
 

The website www.heartandsoul.org.uk has further information 



 

OLDEANI   

PROJECT 

 

To mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation to be         
celebrated in 2017, the congregation of Kirk of Calder, in 2013, 
had a vision of linking up, in the spirit of ecumenism, with a 
project in the developing world.  

In partnership with the Vine Trust, the vision is to link up with  
people in Tanzania, in a project to build a safe home where 40 
vulnerable children can be cared for and educated. The            
estimated cost of the building programme is £85,000 and it is 
hoped to reach that target by 
autumn 2017. 

To date, a sum of £46,945 has 
been raised with funds given by 
local congregations, schools and 
community groups as well as by 
the efforts of Kirk of Calder     
congregation themselves. 

Last year, our congregations   supported this project with        
retiring collections and West Kirk Session have decided to hold 
another opportunity to donate via a retiring collection after 
morning worship on  Sunday 24th April. 

This is a chance to support a local initiative to give help to some 

of the most disadvantaged children, providing them with hope 

and a future  through the care of a Christian community.  



Polbeth Harwood Church Fundraiser 

Trade Craft Fun Day 

Saturday 16th April            12pm—4pm 

We extend a warm welcome to all to our fundraiser event. 

We would love you to join us for some afternoon tea or 

coffee with a selection of snacks, sandwiches and cakes. 

We have invited along a variety of local talent  

to show and sell their goods 

such as………… 

   Jewellery;                      Handbags; Purses;  

 

 

Scentsy; Beauty Within;                         

Handmade cards and invitations; 

Paper crafts; 

Cupcakes; 

     and much, much more! 

Entry is FREE 

Anyone looking for a sale table , please contact Astrid on 

Mobile 07825 247051 

 



QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY  
 

Born on the 21st April 1926, this 

month sees Her Majesty reach the 

grand age of 90. 

 

The Bishop of Exeter, Robert Atwell has said:  

“The Queen has steered Britain through some challenging and 

difficult times over the past seven decades, providing the  

country with stability and wisdom.                                               

She is an inspiration to many people, young and old.               

The Queen’s 90th birthday gives an opportunity not only to 

thank God for her service, but to celebrate the gifts of all older 

people in our society.” 

 

Her Majesty The Queen has approved prayers written for the 

celebration of her 90th Birthday. Two prayers, published in   

traditional and modern forms, are primarily intended for use in 

services marking national celebrations in April and June.          

In addition two graces have been published for use as      

thanksgivings at the start of other, more informal, celebrations.  

One of these graces reflects the words used in The Queen’s 

first Christmas broadcast in 1952, the year in which her father, 

George VI, died and at the end of which she was looking        

forward to her Coronation, the following year. 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

Adult    6th March—Mark Smith, The Glebe, West Calder 

“Let the little children to come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as them.” 

6th March—Noah Davie Smith, infant son of Mark and Louise Smith 

(nee Graham) 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

3rd Mar—Robert Rennie, Harburn, West Calder 

8th Mar—Charles Hogg, Viewfield Road Tarbrax 

11th Mar—Duncan MacDonald, Westmuir Road, West Calder 

13th Mar—John Mann, Burngrange Home, West Calder 
 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

God, our strength and our guide, 

When the way ahead is unclear—grant us clarity; 

When the way ahead is costly—grant us courage; 

When the way ahead is lonely—grant us companionship; 

When the way ahead is dark—grant us hope; 

When the way ahead is painful—grant us comfort; 

When the way ahead is tiring—grant us energy; 

When the way ahead  is your way— 

grant us joy, peace and steadfastness.       Amen  

  



Events: April 2016 

Saturday 2nd Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Monday 4th West Kirk Guild West Kirk 7.45pm 

Tuesday 12th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 14th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 10.30am 

Thursday 14th Board Meeting 

Kirk Session 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

8.15pm 

Wednesday  20th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Thursday 21st Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Friday 22nd Youth Group  7.00pm 

Saturday 23rd Annual Concert West Kirk 7.30pm 

Tuesday 26th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Events: May 2016 

Thursday 5th Session & Board Meeting West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 7th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 8th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

Sunday 8th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 3.00pm 

Wednesday 11th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Wednesday 11th Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Monday 16th Toccata Choir Concert West Kirk 7.30pm 



 Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Rainbows Polbeth Harwood 5.15pm 

 Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

  Weekly Events 


