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Dear Congregations 

 

We had a very special, yet really busy summer.  

First South Africa, where it was nice and warm and sunny 

through the day, and you only knew it was winter once the sun 

set; and then we came back to lovely Scotland where we         

enjoyed a few trips to the Edinburgh International Arts Festival, 

regardless of the weather (!!); and then it’s was time for the 

Holiday Club, where we cooked up a storm at Rocky’s Plaice!  

While in South Africa, we one day went to an old railway       

station, that not too long ago was starting to fall into complete 

disrepair. Most people drove by and thought that it was a 

shame that a once busy and loved station was becoming a ruin. 

But one day somebody drove by and saw the potential in that 

old building. So that person bought it, built it up again and 

changed it into a museum and coffee shop. And once again it is 

heaving with people there! 



And you know, that made me think… I often hear that people 

think that the church as an institution is past it’s best days, 

coming closer to its “expiry date”, so to speak – just like that 

train station. But we should never look at the church like that. 

We should always look for the potential, for what the church 

has to offer in our society. And we might just be surprised! 
 

On one of the walls at the train station people are allowed to 

write down “words of wisdom”. And I read a quote there that 

said: “I aspire to inspire before I expire.” If we make that our 

motto as a church this year, we’ll no doubt go from strength to 

strength – for a long time to come! 
 

May God bless you all,  

Nanda 

Bible Blether 

Our first Bible Blether in this new session  

      will take place on  

Thursday 22 September 2016  

at Polbeth Harwood Church,  

8pm in the Quiet Room.  

Please come join us for a cuppa and a blether…           

Our theme this month is “prayer”.  

So come along and let’s talk about talking to God. 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

           

A ‘Welcome Back’ to 

the informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation   

 resuming for the new season 
 

                             on 

Sunday 11th September 

at 3.00pm 

in  Stewart Court 

followed by a 

 chat and a cuppa together 

 

All are welcome to attend these popular           

services in our community 
 

The next service will be held at 

    Dickson Court on Thursday 13th October 



 

Stewardship  

 

The Church of Scotland’s Stewardship 

Programme is a 3 year cycle covering 

Time, Talents and Money, and as we have considered 

Time and Talents over the previous 2 years we now turn 

our attention to “Money”.  

Over the coming months, articles will appear in The Link 

which will look at different aspects of how we give money 

to the church and in February next year we will ask you to 

consider your offerings to the church and explain what 

your money does for our congregations and for the wider 

work of the church.  

Christian Stewardship acknowledges the many gifts we  

receive from God and reminds us that these gifts should 

be used to praise God the giver.    

The way we use our money and other possessions is one 

indication of our willingness to praise God in every aspect 

of our lives. We are expected to display a sharing,           

unselfish attitude in the way we use these resources at 

our disposal.                                          Stewart MacRae 



 

Stewardship  

is a word which is commonly used within the 

church but if I asked you what it meant, how many of you 

would actually know the answer? I know I didn’t fully   

understand and that is why I volunteered to help with our 

stewardship within our linked churches. 

Put simply, stewardship refers to the way time, talents, 

material possessions, or wealth are used or given for the 

service of God. 

In the next few issues of The Link I will be looking at 

different ways we can all help.  I doubt any of us can say 

with sincerity that we do everything possible at the      

moment.  I am sure every one of us could give a little or a 

lot more in one way or another. 

So many of you already give generously on a regular basis 

and this is really appreciated but did you know you can 

increase this amount with no additional cost to yourself?  

FREE MONEY!! How often does that happen?  If you are a 

U.K. tax payer then you can sign a gift aid form and for 

every £1 you donate, the church can claim an additional 

25p from the government.  How difficult is it to fill out a 

form?  If you think you are eligible to sign one and have 

not or aren’t sure if you have then why are you waiting?                                                          
Sandra Dixon 



. 

Well, that is our holiday club 
over for this summer and 
what a fantastic week we 
ALL had.  

 

I know I said this last year and probably the last 
two years previous, but every year it just keeps  
getting better. We welcome back familiar faces and 
delight at the new faces who are able to come along 
and join in the fun. Adults and children make       
wonderful new friendships, love and laughter is  
plentiful. The support from our vast team of        
volunteers is just brilliant. Those who donated in 
many other ways; through material goods, monies 
time and talents, making and baking, the fantastic 
support makes this all possible.  

We had a record number of children join us this 
year, and we would love to do it all again next year. 
The holiday club is planned around the children’s 
summer school holidays and runs the second last 
week of their summer break. If you have never been 
involved but would like to be part of our team next 
year…..and we really do need extra helpers, please 
make a wee note in your diary to keep that week 
free. I will give you plenty of notice of our planning 
meetings and together we will make this happen 
again in 2017. If you want to see some pictures 
please check out the church website. 

Lorna 



 

Sunday Club  

After a long summer break we look forward to welcoming the 

children back refreshed and raring to go! We had a wonderful 

evening recently planning our agenda for the next four months 

ahead, and we really want to share the fun with as many      

children as possible.  

We always have plenty room for new children and would like 

you to help us spread the word. We meet on Sunday morning 

in the West Kirk at 9:45am we extend a very warm welcome to 

all children our age range is 3-12years old.  

We also have crèche facilities for young children. 

 

Will you manage 

to start at the be-

ginning and find 

your way? 
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Across 

8 Where the ark of the covenant was kept for 20 years (1 Sam-
uel 7:1) (7,6) 

9 One of the parts of the body on which blood and oil were 
put in the ritual cleansing from infectious skin diseases 
(Leviticus 14:14–17) (3) 

10 Uncomfortable (3,2,4) 11 ‘Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I 
have — ’ (Malachi 1:3) (5)  

13 Where Paul said farewell to the elders of the church in Ephe-
sus  (Acts 20:17) (7)  

16 ‘Jesus bent down and — to write on the ground with his fin-
ger’ (John 8:6) (7)  

19 Prophet from Moresheth (Jeremiah 26:18) (5) 

22 Comes between Exodus and Numbers (9)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



24 and 2 Down ‘Then Elkanah went home to Ramah, but the 
boy ministered before the Lord under — the — ’ (1 Samuel 2:11) 
(3,6)  

25 There was no room for them in the inn (Luke 2:7) (4,3,6) 
 

Down 

1 Rough drawing (2 Kings 16:10) (6) 

2 See 24 Across  

3 Underground literature (including Christian books) circulated 
in the Soviet Union (8)  

4 Lo, mash (anag.) (6)  

5 The Bible’s shortest verse: ‘Jesus — ’ (John 11:35) (4) 

6 ‘Can a mother forget the baby at her — and have no compas-
sion on the child she has borne?’ (Isaiah 49:15) (6)  

7 Can be seen in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (6)  

12 ‘Send me, therefore, a man... experienced in the — of engrav-
ing, to work in Judah and Jerusalem’ (2 Chronicles 2:7) (3)  

14 Second city of Cyprus (8)  

15 United Nations Association (1,1,1)  

16 One of the women who first heard that Jesus had risen from 
the dead (Mark 16:1) (6)  

17 Braved (anag.) (6)  

18 — of Evangelism, outreach initiative in the 1990s (6)  

20 ‘Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and — in their 
own sight’ (Isaiah 5:21) (6)  

21 ‘Neither — nor depth... will be able to separate us from the 
love of God’ (Romans 8:39) (6)  

23 What Jesus shed in 5 Down (4) 

 

 
 
 
 
 



WORLD MISSION 

“LET US BUILD A HOUSE” 
 

Can our congregation help rebuild a house 
and lives in Nepal? 

       Following a deliverance at the General 
Assembly in May 2016, World Mission     

Council has asked Presbyteries and congregations to raise   
money to build earthquake resistant homes in Nepal.   

£500 will build such a house there.   

West Kirk Session has expressed a desire to help West Lothian 
Presbytery raise funds. 

 

Just before noon on Saturday 25th April 2015, was when the 
first earthquake struck. Lasting just 45 seconds, it caused     
enormous devastation in Nepal, resulting in the destruction of 
thousands of homes and entire villages, and resulted in the  
death of more than 8000 people.   

The need in Nepal is great as more than six million families lost 
their homes. Sixteen months on, 125 stonemasons, who will 
support reconstruction in Dhading district, have been trained 
to nationally agreed standards to build homes that are more 
earthquake-proof. As the winter season is almost over, they are 
now ready to start work. This will provide not only homes, but 
also much needed employment. 

In the months following the devastation, as part of the      
emergency relief package, families in the area were given      
agricultural tools and seed bags so now they too can start 
planting  as the winter comes to an end. 



West Kirk Fundraising Group 

The Candy Bars resumed on Saturday 3rd 
September after the summer break.  
The various Church organisations will 
take their turn to host the Candy Bars to 
be held on the first Saturday of the 
month until June with the exception of January. 
 
Morning coffee is served from 10am followed by home cooked, 
reasonably priced lunches from 12pm finishing at 1pm.       
There are also stalls to have a browse around selling home  
baking, jams and chutneys. Also bric-a-brac where (you never 
know) there could be an item worth a fortune on The Antiques 
Roadshow!! Or have a go at the tombola or raffle.                    
Donations are always needed for these stalls but please no 
CD's, DVD's or electrical goods as these do not sell.                  
The Church hall is always open on the Friday before the Candy 
Bar at 1pm for about an hour. 
 
Our annual Whist Drive is planned to be held in October so 
watch for details in the October "Link". 
 
Over the years the Candy Bars have grown to become social  
occasions in the community where there is always a "buzz" as 
friends old and new meet. If you have not been before, do 
come along for an enjoyable Saturday morning. All funds raised 
at these events help towards the upkeep of the West Kirk. 
Hope to see you there! 

Jill Murray (Convener) 



 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND GUILD 
Whose we are and  
Whom we serve 
 
The Church of Scotland Guild is a movement within the Church 

of Scotland which invites and encourages both women and 

men to commit their lives to Jesus Christ and enables them to 

express their faith in worship, prayer and action.   

With around 23,000 members, the Guild is one of Scotland's 

largest voluntary organisation.  Although women make up the 

bulk of our membership, increasingly, men are becoming    

members and taking active roles at local and national levels.  

The Guild's motto which is taken from Acts 27, verse 23: 

“Whose we are and Whom we serve.” 

Themes, Topics and Strategies 

Every 3 years, a strategy is decided by the Guild and within that 
are 3 annual themes.  There is also a new discussion topic for 
every year.   

Annual themes were introduced to encourage Guilds to plan 

their programmes more effectively.   

These resources were introduced in the 1950s to give a focus 

for Guilds but are sufficiently broad to allow for imaginative 

planning.   



See below for the current theme, topic and strategy. 

 

Strategy 2015-2018 - "Be Bold, Be Strong!" 

Discussion Topic 2016-2017:   

"Let's talk about ... working towards fulfilment." 

Topics offer a chance to explore a particular issue of current 
concern, possibly leading to some local action. 

Resource material for each topic is prepared and circulated 
before each new session and training days are offered to 
help local leadership teams address the topic in their local 
groups.  

Theme 2016-2017:  "Go in JOY!" 

WEST KIRK GUILD 

The Guild starts back again on Monday, 3rd October, meeting 

in the West Kirk hall at 7.45pm, when our speaker will be our 

minister, Nanda, talking on this year’s theme “Go in Joy”. 

New members are always welcome. 

Saturday 5th November is our annual Coffee Day where we 

fundraise for Guild and local projects and we’d be delighted to 

have you share this day with us over coffee and / or lunch. 

Monday 21st November is our Guest Night when we play host 

to other local Guild members as well as anyone from the            

community. Our speaker on this occasion will be Rev Sheena 

Orr, talking about her work as a prison chaplain. 

Alison Baxter & Olive Gibson, Joint Secretaries 



Providing the world’s largest         

charitable floating hospital; 

 

 Bringing free medical care to       

some of the poorest people;                                                   

Transforming the lives of more than 2.42 million people  

in the poorest countries of the world since 1978. 

 
 

Why do we support this charity? 

‘Africa Mercy’ is the largest floating hospital with 5 state of the 

art operating theatres. The crew are all highly skilled surgeons, 

doctors, nurses and support staff, all   giving their talents free 

and paying for their own travel and living costs. But they need 

our support to help with essential medical supplies, so that 

each operation is free from infection. 

 

When Memuna’s mother took her to the ‘Ship’, she was         

desperate. The village people thought she was possessed by an 

evil spirit and refused to go near her. Doctors were shocked by 

the size of the tumour on Memuna’s jaw which needed           

immediate surgery. She was 7 years old and it had been      

growing for 3 yrs and would keep on growing until it suffocated 

her to death. 

 “A week after her operation, while still recovering on board the 
ship, we gave her a mirror and she could not help looking at 
herself with a big smile.” 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a moment of celebration for everyone on board, knowing 
she was free of stigma, free of shame and ready to be a       
carefree little girl again. 

This is why we support Mercy Ships! 

If you would like a box to put small change into or just want to 
give a donation now and then, I collect this money every three 
months—February, May, August & November. 

More success stories can be seen at  

Mercyships.org.uk 

With pictures of the Ship and crew members as well. 

Lilias  Fairley 

Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the October  
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 25th September 2016 



BLYTHSWOOD CARE 50th SHOEBOX APPEAL 2016 

It's time to turn our thoughts to the Annual Appeal. Leaflets are 
available in the vestibule of each Church with clear instructions 
on how to fill a box or to see the list of items which can be     
donated to help fill boxes.  

This year in particular I am aiming with the help of the Bible 
Class/Youth Fellowship members to wrap 50 boxes in golden 
paper (in honour of the Golden Anniversary). It is hoped these 
50 boxes will help us reach a total of 150 boxes from both     
congregations and the wider circle of friends in the community 
who support the project. 

It was great to welcome Margaret Tooth from Blythswood Care 
Charity to our service on 28th Aug. She shared information and 

photos highlighting where the boxes are received and the 
lasting image which shone from the photos was the happiness 
that a humble shoebox brought to young and old alike. 

If you feel less able to shop for items to fill a box but you would 
like to donate towards the cause then please put your donation 
in an envelope and place it in the sealed red charity buckets in 
the Church Vestibules. Please indicate on the envelope if you 
wish the money to go towards buying items to fill a shoebox or 
whether you wish it to go towards the transportation of the 
shoeboxes. 

If anyone wishes more details, please contact Rhoda Lawton  or 
Eleanor Davidson or pass a message via an elder. 

Let us bring the message of Hope to someone we don't know 
but whom God knows. Let us make them feel the warmth of 
love and extend our hand of friendship this festive season. 

Rhoda Lawton 



 

  Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 

    Stall at Polbeth Harwood 

 

Yes, it’s the start of a new session and it’s amazing how 

quickly time creeps up on us again. 

So that there is plenty of opportunity to purchase your 

items, the ‘Shoebox stall’ will be available before and 

after morning services at Polbeth Harwood Church on the 

following dates:- 

Sundays 4th; 11th; 18th September; and 2nd October 

Eleanor Davidson 

Minister’s Office Hours 

The Office Hours restart in September as follows 

        Tuesday 6th September  Polbeth Harwood     10.30—12 

        Wednesday 14th September         West Kirk     10.30—12 

        Wednesday 28th September         West Kirk     10.30—12 

         Tuesday 4th October       Polbeth Harwood     10.30—12 

        Wednesday 12th October               West Kirk     10.30—12 
      

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc, someone 

will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 



 

 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 Our services of Harvest Thanksgiving will be held on 

 Sunday 9th October at 

 9.45am West Kirk 

11.15am Polbeth Harwood 

All welcome! 

Family Fun Day 

Saturday 8th October 

2pm—4pm 

Polbeth Harwood 

This event for both congregations is aimed at  

    families with children in P1 and younger. 

More information will be available soon 

on the website and on Facebook page 



 

    Thank You       
The Hull family send their love 

and prayers and would like to 

thank everyone at the West 

Kirk and Polbeth Harwood for their kindness, good wish-

es and help—and great friendship as their church family 

over the years. 

They also forward greetings from their new branch of the 

church family , at Alvie & Insh Church, Kincraig. 

Apparently, there are now curtains on the windows, so 

overnight visitors are welcome at Eilan Belle, Ardbroilach 

Road, Kingussie—with prior notification!! 

Thank You       
A big ‘Thank You’ to all who supported  

the annual summer quiz  
not only buying the question sheets,  

but also completing them. 
This year, most completed sheets were correct  
and the lucky winner pulled out of the hat was 

Nan Miller, from Polbeth. 
£50 was raised for church funds. 

Margaret Hampson 



Parish Record 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

19th June—John Elliot, Chapelton Drive, Polbeth 

25th June—Melissa Redpath, Parkhead Crescent, West Calder 

1st July—Elizabeth Eardley, Stewart Court, West Calder 

10th July—Harry Russell, Murieston Castle Farm, Bellsquarry 

12th July—William Cowan, Stewart Court, West Calder 

23rd July—Barbara Gowans, Burngrange Care Home, West Calder 

7th August—Anne Watson, Burnside Avenue, Polbeth 

21st August—Anne Weston-Lewis, Holmview Home, Broxburn 
 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

Gracious God, 

Help us to glimpse your light 

even when life is at its darkest. 

Though the night of sorrow, fear, pain or doubt 

closes in, cold and forbidding, 

may a glimmer of your love shine through - 

A glimpse of your presence  

sufficient to sustain faith, 

nourish hope and impart peace. 

                                                  Amen                    Nick Fawcett 



Events: September 2016 

Thursday 1st Board meeting 

Session 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

8.00pm 

Saturday 3rd Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 4th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Tuesday 6th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Sunday 11th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

 11th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Stewart Court 3.00pm 

Wednesday 14th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

 14th  Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Thursday 22nd  Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Friday 23rd  Youth Group  7.00pm 

Wednesday 28th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Events: October 2016 

Saturday 1st Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Monday 3rd West Kirk Guild West Kirk 7.45pm 

Tuesday 4th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Friday 7th Joint Sessions Meal West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 8th Family Fun Day  2.00pm 

Sunday 9th Harvest Thanksgiving West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 9th   Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

Wednesday 12th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 



 Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


