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Dear congregations  
  
Our theme for this Christmas season is: Following the star… 

As we journey through life, it’s quite easy to lose focus.             

To forget where we are going… Therefore we need something 

we can focus on, something to keep us on track… 
 

That very first Christmas the magi just knew that they had to 

follow that star – and look where it brought them (Matthew 2)! 

They got to meet the baby Jesus.                                                     

At roughly the same time, somewhere else, the angels told the 

shepherds that they had to get up and get going, that         

something amazing had happened, and they started their           

journey straight away (Luke 2).                                                      

And look where that brought them!                                             



They got to meet the baby Jesus too.           

They listened to the angels,                                         

they followed the star –                                               

and that choice changed their lives forever! 

God talks to all of us. He tells us where to go.                                         

In different ways, he leads us to extraordinary places.                    

All we need to do is listen… 

This Christmas season, let’s not get side tracked by anything. 

Let’s listen where God wants to send us, let’s see what he has 

in store for us.                                                                                                

Let’s follow that star…                                                                                     

If we put aside what the world expects us to do and make it 

our first priority to find Jesus, just as the magi and the         

shepherds did, we’ll never look back.                                                        

We’ll never be the same again… 

May you all have a blessed Christmas and a fantastic 2017. 

Nanda 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

An informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation for  

the Christmas Season 

                                  will be held on 

Thursday 8th December 

at 10.30am 

in  Stewart Court 

followed by the usual 

  cuppa and  blether 

All are welcome to attend these services 

 in our community 
 

 

The next services  will be held at 

 Stewart Court on Sunday 8th January at 2pm                                     

Dickson Court on Thursday 9th February 

at 10.30am 



 

Evening of Christmas Music 

at West Kirk  

Friday 16th December at 7.00pm 

This annual event for the community often marks the start of 

the Christmas season for many. 

Come along and listen to the augmented West Kirk Choir under 

the baton of Carolyn Hamilton with accompanist Ian Drum-

mond as they sing a new selection of music. Musical variety 

continues with items from young people from both the church 

and the community. 

Entry is by donation, with these monies going to local charities. 

AND, no seasonal evening would be complete without tea, 

shortbread and mince pies in the hall to finish! 

There is plenty of seating—we’d love you to join us! 

Bible Blether 
The next Blether will be held into the   

New Year on 

Thursday 16th February at 8pm 

In the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood 



 ANNUAL BEREAVEMENT SERVICE 

for everyone in our communities will be held in the 

West Kirk 

Sunday 11th December at 2pm 

The service, conducted by Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald, 

will be followed by afternoon tea in the hall. 

All who have lost loved ones and would like                   

the opportunity to remember them, are 

 welcome to attend this special service  

 

Minister’s Office Hours 

 Office Hours resume in January 17 as follows: 

     Wednesday 11th January            West Kirk     10.30 –12 

      Tuesday 17th January      Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

    Wednesday 25th January           West Kirk     10.30—12 

      Tuesday 7th February     Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

    Wednesday 15th February          West Kirk     10.30—12 

     If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc, 

someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 

 



 

Stewardship  

Part 4 

If I were to ask everyone for a list of topics 

they find difficult to discuss with others        

I am sure that two of those would be money and death. 

How many of you have made a Will? Some people think this is 

only necessary if you have a lot of money in the bank or          

numerous assets, but this is not the case at all.  Losing a loved 

one is difficult for anyone but it can be made easier if that     

person has made their wishes known beforehand. 

Did you know you can leave a legacy to the church?              

Some of you may already have made provision in your Will to 

do just that and you already realise how much this will be      

appreciated. If you haven’t already thought of this, then can I 

ask you to consider doing it now?  No-one will know your    

wishes unless you specify them, so don’t ask others to make 

your decisions after you have gone.  Let them know now. 

You could also request a retiring offering at your funeral to be 

donated to the church. 

Two subjects most of us don’t like to talk about but, at some 

point in our lives we have no choice but to do just that. 

Sandra Dixon 

 

 



As you will have noticed from our last few issues of the Link, 
we are raising awareness of our Stewardship campaign and 
hopefully helping you to understand the purpose of this.   
 

If you want to know more and would like to have a look at 
some of the work done within our two churches then please 
come along on 5th February to  either the West Kirk  at 9.45am 
or to Polbeth Harwood at 11.15 for our morning worship.  This 
will be followed by a breakfast at the West Kirk and lunch at 
Polbeth Harwood Church with displays where you can get the 
answers to any questions you may have. 
 

If you are not able to make it to worship then feel free to pop 
in around 11am at the West Kirk or12 noon at Polbeth         
Harwood when you will be made most welcome. 

Sandra Dixon & Stewart MacRae 

 

WEST KIRK 

GIFT SERVICE 

Sunday 11th December 

at 9.45am 

This year, we are once again giving our support to the young 

adults who are supervised by the Bethany Trust. 

Food donations are welcome as well as small personal items. 

Any toys donated will be forwarded to West Calder High 

School for their River Kids Toy Appeal. 

WE ASK ALL GIFTS OF TOYS ARE CLEARLY LABELLED ‘TOYS’ 



 

The children of  

the JAM & Sunday Clubs’ 
would like to invite everyone 

along to share the  

Nativity story on Sunday December 18th  

in the West Kirk of Calder at 10:30am,  

Our family service will be led completely by the 
children from our church and community and they 

will present to you our Nativity “New Star”.           
We do hope you can come along and join us.          

The children will then take a shorter Nativity    
message to the residents of Stewart Court to 
which we would like to extend also a very warm  
welcome as the resident’s love to have visitors.   

We sing a few hymns and the children act out the 
Nativity all are very welcome to come along         

and help with the singing! 
 

Thanks To all the children for working so hard to 

learn lines and new songs to make Christmas extra 
special in our Churches again this year,  

and thanks to you ALL for your support in getting the 
children there, and for taking the time to come along 
and join us.   

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and Peaceful 
New Year from everyone at the JAM & Sunday Club. 
We resume on Sunday January 8th 2017 



 

The Christmas story for you to colour in. 
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Across 

1  ‘The blind receive sight, the — walk’ (Luke 7:22) (4)  

3  Got (Philippians 3:12) (8)  

8  Leave out (Jeremiah 26:2) (4)  

9  Castigated for using dishonest scales (Hosea 12:7) (8)  

11 Weighty (1 John 5:3) (10) 

14 ‘Now the serpent was more — than any of the wild ani-
mals the Lord God had made’ (Genesis 3:1) (6) 

15 ‘Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot — 
God’ (Romans 8:8) (6) 

17 Because Israel lacked one of these, tools had to be sharp-
ened by the Philistines (1 Samuel 13:19) (10) 

20 In his vision of the two eagles and the vine, this is how 
Ezekiel described the latter (Ezekiel 17:8) (8) 

21 Rite (anag.) (4)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

22 Nine gigs (anag.) (8)  

23 ‘The eye cannot say to the — , “I don’t need you”’  (1         
Corinthians 12:21) (4) 

 

Down 

1  ‘Flee for your lives! Don’t — — , and don’t stop anywhere in 
the plain!’ (Genesis 19:17) (4,4) 

2  Principal thoroughfare (Numbers 20:19) (4,4)  

4  ‘The tax collector... beat his — and said, “God have mercy on 
me, a sinner”’ (Luke 18:13) (6)  

5  ‘The zeal of the Lord Almighty will — this’ (2 Kings 19:31) 
(10)  

6  ‘The day of the Lord is — for all nations’ (Obadiah 15) (4)  

7  Specified day (Acts 21:26) (4)  

10 Deadly epidemic (Deuteronomy 32:24) (10)  

12 Roman Catholic church which has special ceremonial rights 
(8)  

13 Tied up (2 Kings 7:10) (8)  

16 In his speech to the Sanhedrin, Stephen described Moses as 
‘powerful in speech and — ’ (Acts 7:22) (6)  

18 ‘Although he did not remove the high places, — heart was 
fully committed to the Lord all his life’ (1 Kings 15:14) (4)  

19 Tribe (Deuteronomy 29:18) (4) 

 

 



FORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTSFORTHCOMING EVENTS   

 

Our early service                  
is in  

Polbeth Harwood Church      
at 6:30pm.  

All are welcome to join us “Follow the Star”   

   The perfect way to spend a little quality 
time on Christmas Eve with your children,    

to remind them of the                                                
real reason we celebrate Christmas. 

Fayre in the Square 
 

The Annual West Calder & Harburn Community 

Development Trust ‘Christmas Fayre in the 

Square’ takes place on                                             

Saturday 10th December from 10.30am to 4pm.  
 

There will be a number of stalls including the West Kirk’s,           

the Scout Group, a face painter, funfair rides and Santa will be 

in the Square from 1 to 3.30pm.  West Calder Community     

Centre has been booked in the event of wet weather.  
 

The Christmas Carol Concert will begin at 3.30 and the switch 
on of the lights will take place at 4.15. 



SCOUT SCOUT SCOUT 

POSTPOSTPOST   

CostCostCost   

25p per card25p per card25p per card   
Our Scout Group will once more be Our Scout Group will once more be Our Scout Group will once more be 

providing the Scout Christmas Post providing the Scout Christmas Post providing the Scout Christmas Post    

                                                                  in Polbeth and West Calderin Polbeth and West Calderin Polbeth and West Calder   

with post boxes in the following places:with post boxes in the following places:with post boxes in the following places:   

PolbethPolbethPolbeth———Polbeth Harwood Church: Polbeth Harwood Church: Polbeth Harwood Church:    

West CalderWest CalderWest Calder———West Kirk hall: West Calder library: West Kirk hall: West Calder library: West Kirk hall: West Calder library:    

J & L Gillies (Butchers): Unique Hairdressers:J & L Gillies (Butchers): Unique Hairdressers:J & L Gillies (Butchers): Unique Hairdressers:   

CDT Office, Union Square, and on 10th December,CDT Office, Union Square, and on 10th December,CDT Office, Union Square, and on 10th December,   

at the Scout stand at ‘Fayre in the Square’at the Scout stand at ‘Fayre in the Square’at the Scout stand at ‘Fayre in the Square’   

Last posting date:Last posting date:Last posting date:   

Sunday 18th DecemberSunday 18th DecemberSunday 18th December   



No Room? On the Contrary. 

All over the world, doors are being slammed shut this       
Christmas.                                                                                                 
The closure of the Calais Jungle in the autumn, which dispersed 
thousands of asylum seekers and would-be  immigrants, 
brought into sharp focus the story of Joseph and the pregnant 
teenager Mary, for whom there was no room in the Bethlehem 
Inn.                                                                                                      
Vast numbers of Christians forced to flee from their ancient 
homelands in Syria and Iraq today mirror the Holy Family’s     
escape into Egypt. Every time yet another infant dies violently, 
it will be a reminder of the first century massacre of babies in 
the Bethlehem region. 
 
This year one carol will be sung with particular poignancy.         
It retells the message of angels, “Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favour rests” 
and continues:  
 
Yet with the woes of sin and strife,  
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel strain have rolled, 
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not 
The love song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, you men of strife,  
And hear the angels sing. 

The angels’ goodwill message will persist despite our clamour, 
for it proclaims God’s all embracing and eternal welcome.  



Heaven’s doors are ever-open: it is home for everyone.           
The final biblical vision is of an all-encompassing city:  

“On no day will its gates ever be shut… the glory and honour of 
the nations will be brought into it.”  

Jesus, for whom there had been no room at the inn, taught 
that God’s kingdom is home for every race: “I say to you that 
many will come from the East and the West, and will take their 
places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the      
kingdom of heaven.”                                                                                             
He reassured those anxious about the future: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My 
Father’s house has many rooms…” 

PASTORAL CARE GROUP 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Our annual Christmas party with 

buffet, music and games 

will be held on  

Monday 12th December 

in West Kirk hall 

                                from 1pm till 4pm. 

Tickets are available from Group members 

priced £7 



Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 2016. 

Thank you to everyone who in anyway supported 
the Appeal this year. Despite fewer volunteers in 
the Shoebox Wrapping Dept we successfully 
raised £143 from selling the boxes wrapped.        
A huge thanks must also go to Eleanor Davidson for helping to 
co-ordinate the project with me at Polbeth Harwood. Her 
amazing Christmas Stall collected £150 which together with all 
the monetary donations  allowed me to send in £630 in money 
donations towards  transportation costs - an amazing     
achievement. 

In total 155 completed boxes are now heading to Hungary to 
make a difference to someone unknown to us but whom God 
knows. His word will be spread to every individual lifting the lid 
on their box of hope and joy. 

For those who like the statistics...78 boxes for females - 40 for 
girls, 11 teenage girls, 24 for women and 3 for elderly women. 
77 boxes for males - 25 for boys, 17 teenage boys, 29 for men 
and 6 baby boys. 

As we join together to celebrate the Birth of Jesus, let us look 
to the future and next years project. If you have any left over 
rolls of Christmas wrapping paper Rhoda or Eleanor Davidson/
Margaret Dempster will happily accept it at any services in   
January. The plan is to get the wrapping done before the    
summer if possible as getting shoe-boxes was a little more 
tricky during the stock taking season in September this year. 
Remember the work of Blythswood Care which goes on year 
long, not just for Christmas.  
Every Blessing & thank you from Rhoda 



 

   

SCOTS NIGHT 

in the West Kirk Hall 

on Saturday 18th February at 7pm 

Organised by the Pastoral Care Group,  

come along and enjoy traditional Scots food,  

music, fun and great company  

to cheer up a dark winter’s evening. 

Tickets: Adults £10, Children £5 

available soon from group members 

BURNGRANGE MINING DISASTER  
70th ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION 
 

10th January 2017 will be the 70th anniversary of the          
Burngrange Mining Disaster in West Calder in which 15 miners 
were killed.  Community organisations and individuals in West 
Calder and Seafield have come together to plan a series of 
events to remember the men who lost their lives. 
This includes a gathering in  

Union Square on Saturday 14th January  
for an ecumenical service of remembrance, including poems 
and songs by children from the primary schools and music from 
West Calder Public Band. There will also be exhibits telling the 
stories of Burngrange Pit, the disaster and the men who were 
killed.  The exhibition is planned to run for a few days before 
and after the 14th January.                                       Stewart Munro 



 

Christmas Begins 

 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home,  

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

THE WORK OF CHRISTMAS BEGINS. 

 To find the lost, 

 To heal the broken, 

 To feed the hungry, 

 To release the prisoned, to rebuild the nations, 

 To bring peace among brothers, 

 To make music in the heart. 

Howard Thurman 

Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the February 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 29th January 2017 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

“Let the little children  come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of  God belongs to such as them.” 

27th Nov— Ava Mary McIntosh, infant daughter of Murray and Alanna 

McIntosh (nee Bertram) 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

 

Father, 

Thank you for creating us and for loving us so much  

that you sent Jesus to become one of us 

 and to be our way to you.  

This Christmas, may we know  

the love, peace, comfort and joy that only you can give,  

no matter what our circumstances.   

And may we reflect your light and love  

in this dark world to bring glory to you.   

In Jesus’ name.   

Amen. 

 Daphne Kitching 



Events: January 2017 

Sunday 1st United New Year’s       

Worship 

West Kirk 10.30am 

Sunday 8th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

 8th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Stewart Court 2.00pm 

Wednesday 11th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

 11th Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Saturday 14th Burngrange Memorial  

Ecumenical Service 

Union Square  

Tuesday 17th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 19th Board Meeting 

Session 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

8.00pm 

Wednesday 25th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Friday 27th Youth Group  7.00pm 

Events: February 2017 

Saturday 4th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 5th Stewardship Meal &       

Exhibition 

West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

10.45am 

12.15pm 

Tuesday 7th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 9th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 2.00pm 

Sunday 12th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

Monday 13th Guild Quiz Night West Kirk 7.45pm 

Wednesday 15th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Thursday 16th Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 



Events: December 2016 

Saturday 3rd Xmas Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 4th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday 5th Guild Christmas Meal  7.00pm 

Thursday 8th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Stewart Court 10.30am 

 8th Coffee Morning in aid of 

Alzheimer’s Scotland 

West Calder     

Community Centre 

10.00am 

Sunday 11th Gift Service West Kirk 9.45am 

 11th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

 11th Bereavement Service West Kirk 2.00pm 

Monday 12th Pastoral Care              

Christmas Party 

West Kirk 1.00pm 

Friday 16th Evening of                   

Christmas Music 

West Kirk 7.00pm 

Sunday 18th Joint Nativity Service West Kirk 10.30am 

Tuesday 20th WCHS Christmas Service Polbeth Harwood 11.15am 

 20th Bellsquarry School Service Polbeth Harwood 2.00pm 

Wednesday 21st  Parkhead Primary Service West Kirk 9.15am 

Saturday 24th  Family Service Polbeth Harwood 6.30pm 

 24th Watchnight Service West Kirk 11.30pm 

Sunday 25th United Christmas Day    

Service 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 



Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


