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Dear Congregations 

February is Stewardship Month at the West Kirk and Polbeth 

Harwood. I know that the words “stewardship” and “steward” 

are not words we commonly use today…                                      

So what do these words mean? A steward is a person who 

manages and administers what has been entrusted to him/her 

by another. In this case, a steward is a person who manages 

what has been entrusted to him/her by God. God has entrusted 

us with talents, time, and money. Therefore, stewardship is the 

careful and responsible management of the things God has   

entrusted to our care. We believe that God owns all things (see 

Psalm 24:1), and that every believer has the personal               

responsibility to manage, supervise, and administer all that God 

has given him/her to His glory (Romans 14:12).  

In our congregations we have spent time looking at the       

management of our talents and time over the past two years, 

so this year the focus will be on money.  



Personally, I always feel uncomfortable talking about money. 

Especially because I have all too often heard that “all the 

church ever wants is my money!” But anybody who is involved 

in our churches will know that that is definitely not the case. 

Church is about much, much more than money…                     

Unfortunately, just like everything else in this world, the church 

needs money in order to fulfill all its duties here on earth. And 

it’s all these things we will be taking a look at this month. 

I actually think that it is a huge honour to be trusted by God 

with the responsibility of making sure that the church has 

enough money and that this money is spent wisely.                  

As you all know very well, I am mum to two young boys. I most 

definitely wouldn’t entrust them with all my money – because I 

know only too well that for them their books, sweeties, toys 

and games are way more important than food and clothes!! 

They are neither old enough nor wise enough to be entrusted 

with such a huge responsibility just yet… 

But in God’s eyes we are… He trusts us with EVERYTHING that 

belongs to him. So let’s do him proud! 

May God bless you all, 

Nanda 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

An informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation  

                                  will be held on 

                  Thursday 9th February 

                   at 10.30am 

                  in  Dickson Court 

 

             followed by the usual  cuppa and  blether 

All are welcome to attend these services 

 in our community 
 

 

The next service  will be held at 

Dickson Court on  

Sunday 12th March at 2pm   

when Holy Communion will be celebrated                                    



Caring for the youngsters helps YOU! 

Those who provide occasional care for their grandchildren live, 
on average, five years longer that those who do not.  And 
childless people who provide occasional care for others in their 
social network live on average three years longer.   
 

The study, at the Max Planck Institute for Human Development in  
Berlin, concluded that a ‘moderate level of caregiving involvement 
does seem to have positive effects on health.”   

 

An evening with 

BATHGATE CONCERT             

ORCHESTRA 

 

You are invited along to their Spring Concert 

comprising a programme of light classical music 

at West Kirk  

on Friday 17th March at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5;    children under 16 go free 

KEEP THE DATE: Another concert for your diary! 

Friday 12th May at 7.30pm in the West Kirk 

More details next month 



SCOTS NIGHT 

in the West Kirk Hall 

on Saturday  

18th February at 7pm 

Organised by the Pastoral Care Group,  

come along and enjoy traditional Scots food,  

music, fun and great company  

to cheer up a dark winter’s evening. 

Tickets: Adults £10, Children £5 

available now from group members 

Minister’s Office Hours 

 Office Hours resume in January 17 as follows: 

           Tuesday 7th February     Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

          Tuesday 21st February     Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

           Tuesday 7th March          Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

        Wednesday 15th March              West Kirk 10.30—12 

          Tuesday 21st March          Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

    

         If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc, 

someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests. 



 

Stewardship  

Part 5 

This is my final article for now on our Stewardship campaign 

and, for once, I am not going to mention money.   

So what will I be talking about?  If you can remember back to 

September I mentioned that Stewardship refers to the way 

time, talents, material possessions, or wealth are used or given 

for the service of God. 

I have discussed different ways we can help financially but what 

about the other ways we can help? 

How much time do we spend helping within the church?  

When we arrive on a Sunday morning for worship or turn up at 

the church for an event, do we appreciate the amount of effort 

it takes to keep the building and grounds looking good?           

Do we consider the people who are in cleaning during the week 

or moving chairs around to ensure we have somewhere to sit 

for worship or a cup of tea and a chat?                                         

Do we think about the  people who tidy the garden or paint the 

walls when they look a bit grubby?                                                 

Do we marvel at how an event just seems to happen and run 

smoothly without thinking about the people behind the scenes 

making it all happen? 

 

 



Or do you not need to think about these people because you 

are already one of them?  

No-one should expect one person to be able to do everything. 

Some of us are great at baking but could kill a plant within a 

week so are best kept out of the garden.  Some of us are not so 

physically able so should think twice before offering to move 

furniture around.  But not one of us has nothing to offer.      

Why don’t you ask what needs done and offer to help?          

One person can achieve a lot but if we all work together         

imagine what we could achieve then!!! 

Please remember our events this month in both churches and 

come along for some food and a chat.  They will be fun and    

informal but will give you a chance to see more about the work 

of the church and how you can help. 

Sandra Dixon  

Don’t leave everything to someone else. 



 

Sunday & JAM Club children        

excelled themselves in December when 

they led the joint Nativity service in the 

West Kirk. The church was full and the only nerves 

were those of the leaders, as the children spoke with 

confidence and acted out each part eloquently.      

They had all worked hard to learn a new song which 

was a bit adventurous for our group, I thought, but 

wow! Our Parish has talent!!                                      

We visited Stewart Court to perform a slightly  

shorter Nativity for the residents. It was wonderful 

to have so many people join us from both churches and 

the residents were delighted to welcome us all. 

Thanks very much to everyone who supported us    

during this very busy period. Each Sunday the children 

continue to explore fun things in our giant Bible.        

If you have not managed along yet, we are missing you 

and hope you are able to join us soon.  
 

Holiday Club is an         experience for 

all involved.   

To ensure we have a fun time this summer remember 

to keep week commencing August 7th free in your   

diary. It takes a large team of volunteers to make this 

happen. Would YOU be able to help this summer? 

Please give it some thought.   



 



THANK YOU 

Kharis Court:  

This is a purpose-built unit in Bathgate, 

opened early in 2011, offering a residential 

housing support service, with 24 hour     

support, to young people aged 16—25. 

This support includes help on tenancy issues, group work,   

special interests, topical discussions, sports, outings and a 

range of learning and recreational opportunities. 

 

“On behalf of the residents and staff of Kharis Court I would 

like to convey our heartfelt appreciation of your continued  

support of the work we do here in West Lothian. 

The various goods donated helped me to make sure the young 

people we work with know that the community is looking out 

for them at Christmas time. As you know, the young people we 

work with on the most part have been abandoned by family 

and friends and the knowledge that someone out there is    

concerned about them, praying for them and supporting them 

is comforting at that time when many of them have negative 

experiences in the past of Christmas. 

Please pass on our thanks to all who contributed to the gifts 

supplied.”                                                              Paul Bradley 

                                                                          Kharis Court Manager 



Lang’ata Women’s Prison, Nairobi. 

Remember in November issue Rev Sheena Orr was raising funds 

for Christmas lunch for the women inmates? 

Monies were donated from offerings at the Guild guest night in 

November and following Communion in December.  

“Pastor we thank God for all who gave that we could enjoy such 

a meal. May the Lord bless them richly. We realize that there 

are people out there who pray for us and love us. Thank you all 

for making Christmas have meaning for us.”     

                                                          Agnes Kanario, Life prisoner 

Chaplain Margaret wrote: “Agnes was expressing her gratitude 

for the special meal that we were able to provide for all the 650 

inmates at our facility. This could not have been possible       

without the support and donations from well wishers.” 

This is the main prison for women in Kenya. Of the 650, about 

60 are prisoners serving life sentences, who have no release 

date, as well as women on remand, waiting to go to court, who, 

because of the slow working of the justice system , can be on 

remand for years. Children under 4yrs, born to inmates are also 

in the facility. 

Ongoing support through the chaplains enables these women 

to access medicine and dental care which they otherwise would 

not have. 

We pray for the work of these dedicated chaplains and the 

women they support. 
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Across 

1  Salary (Isaiah 19:10) (4)  

3  Question Jesus asked of those healed of leprosy, ‘Were not all 
ten — ?’ (Luke 17:17) (8)  

9  Wide, elevated level area of land (Joshua 13:9) (7)  

10 ‘So you also must be — , because the Son of Man will come... 
when you do not expect him’ (Matthew 24:44) (5)  

11 ‘[He] said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He — — , and 
his hand was completely restored’ (Luke 6:10) (3,2)  

12 ‘Who has gathered up the wind in the — of his 
hand?’ (Proverbs 30:4) (6)  

14 Not born again (13) 

17 ‘Again and again he — the same sacrifices, which can never take 
away sins’ (Hebrews 10:11) (6) 

19 Mails (anag.) (5)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



22 ‘He — — here; he has risen’ (Matthew 28:6) (2,3)  

23 Defeated (Judges 20:43) (7)  

24 Soldiers’ quarters (Acts 21:34) (8)  

25 ‘Pillars of marble’ were how the Beloved described those of 
her Lover (Song of Songs 5:15) (4) 
 

Down 
 

1  Totally destroyed (Genesis 7:23) (5,3)  

2  What the Philippian jailer was told to do with his prisoners Paul 
and Silas (Acts 16:23) (5)  

4  Object of ridicule (Job 12:4) (8-5)  

5  In most years, the month in which Easter falls (5)  

6  For example, Caesarea, Joppa, Tyre, Sidon (7)  

7  ‘[Jesus] was in the desert for forty — , being tempted by Sa-
tan’ (Mark 1:13) (4)  

8  ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power — to our 
God’ (Revelation 19:1) (6)  

13 Mend dots (anag.) (8)  

15 Purifier (Malachi 3:3) (7)  

16 Attacked (1 Samuel 27:8) (6)  

18 The good Samaritan to the innkeeper: ‘When I return, I will re-
imburse you for any — expense you may have’ (Luke 10:35) (5)  

20 How Matthew described the crowds who followed Jesus 
(Matthew 4:25) (5)  

21 For example, one of 25 Across (Judges 19:29) (4)22  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 



The story behind the HYMN:      

All praise to Thee, eternal Lord 

All praise to Thee, eternal Lord, 
Clothed in a garb of flesh and blood; 
Choosing a manger for Thy throne, 

While worlds on worlds are Thine alone. 
 

Once did the skies before Thee bow, 
A Virgin’s arms contain Thee now; 
Angels, who did in Thee rejoice, 

Now listen for Thine infant voice. 
 

A little child, Thou are our guest, 
That weary ones in Thee may rest; 

Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth, 
That we may rise to heaven from earth. 

 
Thou camest in the darksome night, 

To make us children of the light, 
To make us in the realms divine, 

Like Thine own angels, ‘round thee shine. 
 

All this for us thy love hath done, 
By this to Thee our love is won, 

For this we tune our cheerful lays, 
And shout our thanks in ceaseless praise. 

 
Martin Luther liked this early Christian hymn so much that he 
translated it from the Latin. 
 



 
This year it will be 500 years since Martin 
Luther nailed his 95 theses, all written in 
Latin, to the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg, Germany in 1517.  His firm 
declaration began the Reformation, and 
as well as triggering religious wars across 
Europe his beliefs also gave rise to new 
art, music and literature. Martin Luther is 
remembered as a monk, professor and church reformer. 
 

He had been just 14 years old when his father sent him away to 
school in Magdeburg, even though he was too poor to support 
his son there. So Martin had to earn his bread by singing in the 
streets. At first it was hard, but it taught him an invaluable     
lesson: the common people could be reached through singing.  
Luther would remember this ‘power’ of song in later years, for 
as an adult, he often gathered a group of musicians in his 
house. He gave them hymns to play that he himself had           
arranged, set to the favourite tunes of the German people.    
Luther had a plan: to print and distribute these hymns   
throughout Germany. 
 
Some of the hymns were adopted from earlier poems.            
This particular Christmas hymn, which appeared originally in 
Latin, may have been the work of Gregory the Great in the 6th 
century. By translating it, Luther was showing his determination 
to get the Christian message out to the common people in a 
language they could understand: German, not Latin, was the 
language of the Reformation. 



 

West Kirk Guild 

 

The Guild meets on Monday February 13th            

at 7.45pm for a fun Quiz Night when teams from various         

organisations in our churches will be competing against each 

other. Supporters are more than welcome to share in the fun! 

The Guild will also meet again on Monday 6th March 

at 7.45pm. The speaker for this evening will be Mrs Louise 

Holden on her work in the Deaf Ministry. 

All are welcome 

         Alison Baxter, secretary 

 

 

Calder Kids– The Mother and baby/

toddler group held on Wednesday mornings in 

the West Kirk hall is currently full, with a       

substantial waiting list, and we thought we 

would like to set up a second group on a Thursday morning if 

we can get enough volunteers to go on a rota to assist by    

making the snacks and tea & coffees then wash up. The         

volunteers assist from 9am-11:10am. If you think you would be 

interested and or able to help please speak to Lorna Graham. 



Bible Blether 
The  February Blether will be held on  

Thursday 23rd February at 8pm 

at Polbeth Harwood 

Since we are in Stewardship Month, the topic 

will be Money in the Bible 

 

“Better a bread crust shared in love than a slab of 

prime rib served in hate.”                                                              

Proverbs 15:17 , The Message 

Romance, marriage and all that stuff -   

the way children see it.... 

No person really decides before they grow up who they're going 
to marry. God decides it all way before, and you get to find out  
later who you're stuck with. - Kirsten, age 10  
 

On the first date, people just tell each other lies and that usually 
gets them interested enough to go for a second date. - Martin, 
age 10  
 

Dates are for having fun, and people should use them to get to 
know each other. Even boys have something to say, if you listen 
long enough. - Lynnette, age 8  
 

It's better for girls to be single but not for boys. Boys need       
someone to clean up after them. - Anita, age 9  



Brexit: can we make it work for everyone? 

Following the vote to leave the EU last summer, Britain faces a 

period of change. But what will this mean for the people who 

trade with us from some of the world’s poorest countries? 

Brexit might mean their exports are threatened by new taxes or 

unfair competition. Or, it might be the moment when Britain 

starts trading in a way that benefits people in the poorest   

countries, helping them to build technology and create jobs. 

With so many competing interests and concerns, there’s a real 

danger that the needs of the poorest will be forgotten. 

You can help to give these people a fair deal.  

Find out more by visiting 

traidcraft.co.uk/campaigns 



Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the March 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 26th February 2017 

WEST KIRK FUNDRAISING GROUP 
 
A Happy New Year to everyone! 
 
The Candy Bars in 2017 will be held as 
usual on the first Saturday of the month 
with the exception of the holiday 
months of July and August.                                                                
The February one was run by the Congregational Board with 
the next one on 4th March being staffed by the Sunday Club 
and friends. 
Donations are always welcome for the various stalls especially 
the ever popular Cake and Candy. 
 
On Friday 17th March we look forward to welcoming the 
Bathgate Concert Orchestra. This will be an excellent evening 
and we hope as many as possible will come and enjoy this 
event. More details can be seen in a separate article. 
The Group looks forward to seeing you throughout 2017 
 

Jill Murray (Convener) 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

“Let the little children  come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of  God belongs to such as them.” 

11th Dec— Felicity Ella Janet Campbell, infant daughter of Andrew and 

Joyce Campbell (nee Graham) 
 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

22nd Dec—Margaret Campbell, Limefield Road, Polbeth 

1st Jan—Lachlan Hogg, Hermand Gardens, West Calder 

6th Jan—Thomas Whigham, Dickson Court, West Calder 

9th Jan—Sarah  Occardi, Burngrange Home, West Calder 

11th Jan—Christina Greer, Chapelton Drive, Polbeth 

26th Jan— Hettie McIntyre, The Glebe, West Calder 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 

Loving God, 

Remind us, in the storms of life  

that your light continues to shine though all seems in turmoil. 

Teach us, however distant you may seem,  

still to trust you,  

assured that your love will break through  

and its radiance enfold us once more. 

                             Nick Fawcett 



Events: February 2017 

Saturday 4th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 5th Stewardship Meal &       

Exhibition 

West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

10.45am 

12.15pm 

Tuesday 7th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 9th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 10.30am 

Sunday 12th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

Monday 13th Guild Quiz Night West Kirk 7.45pm 

Thursday 16th Friendship Cafe Community Centre 1.30pm 

Saturday 18th Scots Night West Kirk 7.00pm 

Tuesday 21st Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 23rd Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Friday  24th Youth Group  7.00pm 

Stewardship Month 

Events: March 2017 

Thursday 1st Board & Session West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 4th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 5th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday 6th West Kirk Guild West Kirk 7.45pm 

Tuesday 7th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Thursday 9th Pastoral Care Meeting West Kirk 1.30pm 

Sunday 12th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 2.00pm 



Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Babies’ Painting 

Class 

Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


