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Dear Congregations 

 

This month I decided to write you a very 

personal letter, because on the 11th of March (10:30-12:30 at 

the West Kirk Hall), I will be holding my 3rd annual coffee    

morning to raise funds for my brother’s medical expenses.   

Now you might wonder why I do this… Because I feel it’s   

something I can do for him. There are so many things I can’t do 

for him: I can’t go visit him in hospital, I can’t take him to        

appointments or keep him company while he is on dialysis,     

I’m not around to be a shoulder he can cry on… It’s a difficult 

position to be in – because I believe God called me here to  

minister in the Church of Scotland. My wee family and I are so 

happy here, we have a safe and free life (something that isn’t 

guaranteed in South Africa), and we are so well supported by 

our congregations. But I miss my dad and brother in South      

 



Africa, and I worry about them all the time. So that’s how I 

came to the conclusion that something I can do from here is to 

raise money to take one big worry away from my brother – the 

fear that he won’t be able to pay for his treatment.  

For those of you who don’t know his story: Emuel’s had type 1 

diabetes since he was 4 years old. This has made his health   

deteriorate very much over the years, and he now has kidney 

failure too. He gets dialysis 3 times a week, and this can     

sometimes last for up to 6 hours at a time. He is a little younger 

than me, and one of the most kind-hearted people I have ever 

met. He’s not been able to work for many years now, he is in a 

wheelchair and can hardly see anymore. But he keeps going,  

always with a smile on his face. And the money we raised for 

him at the previous coffee mornings was almost enough to pay 

his medical aid for a whole year. Because there is no NHS in 

South Africa, if you can’t afford to pay for your treatment, you 

just can’t get it… 

One of my favourite passages in the Bible is Esther 4:14b:    

“Yet who knows—maybe it was for a time like this that you 

were made queen!” Esther became the new queen in a time 

when her people really needed someone to stand up for them  



and make their lives better…  

And although that was not the reason she became the queen in 

the first place, she grabbed that opportunity with both hands 

and changed so many people’s lives. And that’s my motto in life 

too: “Who knows – maybe it was for a time like this that I had 

to come to Scotland, to West Calder and Polbeth…”              

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your love,       

support, and generosity; for making it possible for me to reduce 

the stress in my brother’s life and at the same time for adding 

more days to his life. 

May God bless you all. 

Nanda 

 

Saturday 11th March 

10.30am till 12.30 

West Kirk hall 

 

You’re invited to come along for a cuppa, company and 

cake—either to eat in, take away, or both!!!  - to support 

Nanda’s coffee morning for her brother Emuel.  

Any donations of cakes, etc will be much appreciated. 

Thank you. 



 

 

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ 

                    Service 

An informal service of  hymns,  

prayer and meditation  

and the sacrament of  Holy Communion 

      will be held on 

         Sunday 12th March 

           at 2.00pm 

         in  Dickson Court 

 

  followed by the usual  blether 

All are welcome to attend these services 

 in our community 
 

 

The next service  will be held at 

Stewart Court on  

Thursday 13th April at 10.30am 

when Holy Communion will be celebrated                                    



 

 

Events in Holy Week 
 

     Sunday 9th April      West Kirk at 10.00am 

                        United Palm Sunday Service      

Thursday 13th April      Stewart Court at 10.30am 

                        ’Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Communion Service        

Thursday 13th April      Polbeth Harwood at 7.00pm   

                      Maundy Thursday Supper and Communion 

Friday 14th April          West Kirk at 7.30pm 

                      Good Friday Service 

Sunday 16th April        Auld Kirk Yard at 7.00am 

                      Ecumenical Sunrise Service 

Sunday 16th April       Polbeth Harwood at 10.00am 

                     United Easter Morning Worship 

ANNUAL STATED MEETINGS 

Both congregations will hold their Annual Stated Meeting on 

Sunday 19th March after morning worship. 

Copies of the reports and accounts will be available  

on request beforehand  

Everyone is invited to share in coffee and cake which will be 

available in the hall / café area following the meetings. 



 

Sunday & JAM Club have great 

fun exploring our GIANT BIBLE, 

learning new songs, challenging games, 

food, stories, crafts and so much 

more……...come join us this Sunday!  

The charity Sunday Club will be sponsoring this 

spring will be to support a local Explorer Scout group 
as they travel to the village of Omakange in North 
West Namibia to assist in the building of a room to 
teach local children. (See Aonghas’ letter below). 
Hopefully this room in time will grow into a wonderful 
school equipped with a garden where the children can 
learn how to grow food for themselves and surplus 
sold on to improve facilities both for the children and 
their village.  
 

NAMIBIA BUILD 2017 - message from Aonghas 

47 Senior Scouts and Leaders from the Forth District are   

heading to Omakenga in Namibia in July 2017 to answer a call 

from the Namibian Scouting Association & Local Authority to 

assist with building a school classroom and a community     

garden. Apart from supplying food for the village it is hoped 

they will be able to sell the surplus food and use the money to 

supply the school with necessary supplies of learning tools. 

This will cost £25,000.  

 

 

 
 

 



The Scouts would also like to pay for a Borehole to be dug to 

supply the village with fresh water to use for themselves and to 

water the plants in the garden - this will cost another £15,000. 

Approximately £31,000 has been raised so far - 

so £9,000 to go....... 

 

I am too young to be selected for the trip but I want to help my 

Patrol in supporting this worthwhile project. My Scout Leader 

"Skip" is one of the main inspirational leaders of the Project.  

Currently the village has no school.                                              

The children over age 8  walk 7kms (4.3miles) to the nearest 

school on dusty tracks in scorching heat.....what a thought 

14km (8.6miles) a day!!! That's like us walking from West Calder 

to Wilkieston. I doubt many of us would be willing to do that. 

The Nursery age children and infants are being taught under 

the shade of a tree in the village. 

Donation forms to ‘Buy a Brick’ for a £1 or more are available in 

the Church vestibules during the month of March or just ask me 

or my Mum. If you want to take a fundraising sheet away to 

school or work to ask others to donate £1 please help yourself. 

Thank you. 

Aonghas 



 

 

 

 

 

Calling all Pirates:  

Our Tropical Island is calling YOU!  

Will you be joining our merry crew this summer? 

There is still time to ensure you don’t miss the boat!  

Need more information?                                       

Our holiday club runs from  

Monday August 7th- Friday 12th  

from 9:15 am till 12:30pm  

and we will be holding three training meetings       

beforehand in Polbeth Harwood or the West Kirk; 

one in April, May & June.   

Each meeting lasts roughly 1½ hrs where we set the 

scene and prepare for our action packed week.      

 

If you have NOT helped in the past but would like to 

be informed by email or text when our meetings will 

be taking place please mail or text: your name & 

Landlubbers Info please to: clovenford@gmail.com 

or txt: 07974934205 

mailto:clovenford@gmail.com
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       Across 

1  These letters come between Romans and Galatians (11)  

9  ‘You will not — me to the grave’ (Psalm 16:10) (7)  

10 King of Moab to whom the Israelites were subject for 18 years 
(Judges 3:14) (5)  

11 Town possessing mineral spring (3)  

13 Mede (anag.) (4)  

16 High-fidelity (abbrev.) (4)  

17 He succeeded his father Rehoboam as king of Judah (1 Kings 14:31) 
(6)  

18 A son of Simeon (Genesis 46:10) (4)  

20 Controversial religious book of the 1970s,The — of God Incarnate 4) 

21 ‘He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has 
poured out what you — — and hear’ (Acts 2:33) (3,3) 

22 ‘You — me together in my mother’s womb’ (Psalm 139:13) (4)  

23 Edit (anag.) (4)  

25 ‘Who has believed our message and to whom has the — of the 
Lord been revealed?’ (Isaiah 53:1) (3)  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

28 Abraham’s brother (Genesis 22:23) (5)  

29 ‘When Mordecai learned of — that had been — , he tore his 
clothes’ (Esther 4:1) (3,4)  

30 Sympathetic (Proverbs 11:16) (4-7) 

Down 

2  ‘That was why his parents said, “He is — —; ask him”’ (John 9:23) 
(2,3) 

3  Integrated Services Digital Network (1,1,1,1) 4  

4  ‘Saul has slain his thousands, and David his — of thousands’ (1  
Samuel 18:7) (4)  

5  Concept (John 8:14) (4)  

6  ‘Do we, then, — the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold 
the law’ (Romans 3:31) (7)  

7  Industrious (2 Timothy 2:6) (11)  

8  ‘I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be — in order that you 
may know the hope to which he has called you (Ephesians 1:18) (11)  

12 ‘Out of the same mouth come — and cursing’ (James 3:10) (6)  

14 This was how many of the Jewish leaders described Jesus (John 
10:20) (3)  

15 Vitality (Job 20:11) (6)  

19 He urged David to kill Saul at Hakilah (1 Samuel 26:8) (7)  

20 ‘So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul — with the church and 
taught great numbers of people’ (Acts 11:26) (3)  

24 ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord — — ’ (Deuteronomy 
6:4) (2,3)  

25 Parched (Matthew 12:43) (4)  

26 ‘In the image of God he created him; — and female he created 
them’ (Genesis 1:27) (4)  

27 Disparagement (Psalm 15:3) (4) 



 
 

 

 

WEST KIRK OF CALDER 

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 

MUSIC NIGHT 2017 

 

A “not-to-be-missed” night of music and 
entertainment is being planned! 

A number of performers have been 
carefully selected to ensure there’ll be 
something for everyone. 

 
 

 

Supported by: 

WEST CALDER PUBLIC BAND 

 

Also featuring: 

Parkhead Primary School Choir; 

Michael Forde – solo cornet performance; and 

Talented local performer, Stuart McLean.  

 

There will be additional performances on the night. 

DATE: Friday 12
th
 May 2017 

TIME: 7pm to 9pm 

VENUE: West Kirk of Calder, West End, West Calder, EH55 8EN 

TICKETS: £5, available from Kirk Session and Congregational Board, 
or on the door on the night 

   

Ephesians 5:19:  speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit.  Sing and make music from your heart to the Lord 

 



 

Bible Blether 
The  next Blether will be held on  

Thursday 16th March at 8—9pm 

                            at Polbeth Harwood 

Let’s spend 40 minutes to talk about the 40 days of Lent  

(and the other 20 minutes  

we’ll use for enjoying a cuppa and a blether!!). 

Everyone is welcome to come along. 

 

 

WEST KIRK GUILD 

Guild events for March and April 

On Monday 6th March at 7.45pm, we will hear 

from Mrs L Holden on her work within Deaf Ministry. 

On Monday 3rd April at 7.45pm, the Guild is holding  

its AGM and Closing Social. 

A welcome is extended to all. 

Alison Baxter, secy     



Shoebox Christmas Paper Appeal Update 

Thank you to everyone who has donated rolls of 
Christmas    paper during the past two months.                                               
The response has been tremendous and we will 
be ready for Shoebox Wrapping Sessions in the 
near future............ details will follow in the near future. 

Why not start collecting items NOW to put in the box later on in 
the year. Key items are often in the Sales now - hat, scarf, 
gloves. Other main items are toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, 
comb or hairbrush. 

Thank you from Rhoda 

 



An evening with 

BATHGATE CONCERT             

ORCHESTRA 

Remember! 

You are invited along to their 

Spring Concert 

with a programme of music from musicals & shows 

at West Kirk on Friday 17th March at 7.30pm 

Tickets £5;  Can be paid at the door 

Children under 16 go free.  

 

FAIRTRADE COFFEE MORNING 

               27th February to 12th March 2017 

               is Fairtrade Fortnight    

                  To raise awareness  

                  and some funds for the charity 

                    the Craft Club invite you to join them 

                      for a Bring & Buy Coffee and Cakes 

                   on Tuesday 7th March 10—12.30 

All Welcome 

 



Have you ever heard of  

Twiddlemuffs? 

Back in January 2015, there was an   

article about them in the Sunday 

Post, and following that, there are 

groups around Scotland’s kirks  enjoying creating these as well 

as throughout the UK. 

Twiddlemuffs are double thickness muffs with ‘twiddles’ 

attached inside and out. They are designed to provide a      

stimulation activity for restless hands—in particular, for those 

who have dementia—as well as keeping hands warm.              

Simple to produce, they are a great way to use up oddments of 

wool, yarn, buttons, beads, ribbon and sewing trimmings—  

and can be great fun to make! Be as creative as you like. 

Minister’s Office Hours 

 Office Hours for March are as follows: 

          Wednesday 1st March               West Kirk 10.30—12 

           Tuesday 7th March          Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

        Wednesday 15th March              West Kirk 10.30—12 

          Tuesday 21st March          Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12 

There will be NO Office Hours during the Easter holidays,  

but will resume on Tuesday 18th April at Polbeth Harwood 



  Instructions to get started: 

The muffs can be knitted in any wool  - about 150G should be 

enough—and needle size will depend on the type of wool used. 

The width of the Twiddlemuff needs to be about 12 –13 inches 

and the length needs to be twice the width. 

1. In a lighter weight wool, cast on 60 stitches. 

    In a chunky wool, cast on 48 stitches. 

2. Keep knitting (in whatever stitch or pattern you wish!) for 

about 24 inches (or double the width) and then cast off. 

3. Decorate the right side of the knitting, making sure to leave a 

small area halfway down that is free of decoration. 

4. Fold along the middle, with the decoration showing on both 

sides. 

5. Sew up the three open edges. 

6. Sew together the cast on / cast off edge to the fold edge to 

make a tube which has double thickness and is decorated both 

inside and outside. 

The only limit is your own imagination!! 

 



 



Parish Record 

Baptisms 

Adult  12th February—Isla Hamilton, Meadowhead Avenue, Addiewell 

                                  Christopher Hamilton, Meadowhead Ave Addiewell 

                                        Steven Hamilton,  Moorelands, Addiewell 

“Let the little children  come to me, and do not hinder them, 

for the kingdom of  God belongs to such as them.” 

12th Feb— Callen Andrew Christopher Mulholland, infant son of   

Christopher Mulholland and Isla Hamilton 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

28th Jan—Mary Weighand, Livingston Care Home, Murieston 

3rd Feb—Eileen Jervis, Burngrange Cottages, West Calder 

24th Feb—Alex Easton, Harburn Drive, West Calder 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  

sympathies  and prayers. 
 

If God brings you to it, 

He will bring you through it. 

Happy moments, praise God. 

Difficult moments, seek God. 

Quiet moments, worship God. 

Painful moments, trust God. 

Every moment, thank God.                                                                                            

 



 Events: April 2017 

Saturday 1st Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Monday 3rd Guild AGM West Kirk 7.45pm 

Sunday 9th United Palm Sunday       

Service 

West Kirk 10.00am 

Thursday 13th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Stewart Court 10.30am 

Thursday 13th Maundy Supper & Service Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Friday  14th Good Friday Service West Kirk 7.30pm 

Sunday 16th Ecumenical Sunrise service Auld Kirk Yard 7.00am 

Sunday  16th United Easter Service Polbeth Harwood 10.00am 

Contribution deadline for the next issue… 
 
All contributions for the April 
edition of the magazine should be  
submitted to the editor,  
preferably by email,  
before Sunday 26th March 2017 

BEETLE DRIVE @ POLBETH HARWOOD 

Friday 24th March at 7pm 

Tickets £4 

Organised by JAM Club to raise funds for the 

Summer Outing, and supported by the Youth 

Group,   this is an evening of fun & frolics for all ages. 

Come and join the fun! 



Events: March 2017 

Wednesday 1st Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Thursday 2nd Board & Session West Kirk 7.00pm 

Saturday 4th Candy Bar West Kirk 10.00am 

Sunday 5th Holy Communion West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday 6th West Kirk Guild West Kirk 7.45pm 

Tuesday 7th Fairtrade Coffee Morning West Kirk 10.00am 

Tuesday 7th Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Wednesday 8th Board & Session Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Thursday 9th Pastoral Care Meeting West Kirk 1.30pm 

Saturday 11th Nanda’s Coffee Morning West Kirk 10.30am 

Sunday 12th Bible Class West Kirk 9.45am 

Sunday 12th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’ Dickson Court 2.00pm 

Wednesday 15th Minister’s Office Hours West Kirk 10.30am 

Thursday 16th Friendship Cafe Community Centre 1.30pm 

Thursday 16th Bible Blether Polbeth Harwood 8.00pm 

Friday 17th Orchestra Concert West Kirk 7.30pm 

Sunday 19th Annual Stated Meeting West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

10.30am 

12 noon 

Tuesday 21st Minister’s Office Hours Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

Friday  24th Beetle Drive 

with Youth Group  

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Saturday 25th Easter Fayre Parkhead School 10.00am 

Thursday 30th Parkhead Easter Service West Kirk 1.30pm 

     

Starts  

Ash Wednesday 

1st March 2017 



Church Calendar 

 

Sunday Morning Worship West Kirk 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

 Sunday Club 

JAM Club 

West Kirk Hall 

Polbeth Harwood 

9.45am 

11.15am 

Monday Beavers West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

Tuesday Craft Club West Kirk Hall 10.00am 

 Minister’s Office 

1st & 3rd weeks 

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am 

 Star Harmonies Polbeth Harwood 5.30pm 

 Bridge Club West Kirk Hall 7.00pm 

 WRI Handcrafts Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm 

Wednesday  Calder Kids West Kirk Hall 9.30am 

 Minister’s Office 

2nd & 4th weeks 

West Kirk  10.30am 

 Dance Class Polbeth Harwood 5.00pm 

 Cubs West Kirk Hall 6.15pm 

 Strategy Games West Kirk Hall 8.00pm 

Thursday Scouts West Kirk Hall 6.30pm 

 Slimming World Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm 

    

  Weekly Events 


