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WORD OF LIFE
At the end of May, the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland took place. Although I wasn’t a commissioner at the
Assembly this year, I followed bits and pieces of the debates via
live streaming, and I attended Heart & Soul in Princess Street
Gardens on the Sunday. The theme of the General Assembly
this year was “Word of Life”.

Each year HM The Queen appoints a Lord High Commissioner
as her representative to the General Assembly, unless she
attends in person. This year, Her Majesty appointed HRH The
Princess Royal. I was very fortunate to meet Princess Anne
briefly at the West Lothian Presbytery Tent and I was extremely
impressed by her speech. She said that if she had to choose a
“word of life”, she would choose “love”. Because love is what
she saw and experienced during her week at the Assembly.

And you know, that made me really proud to be a member of
the Church of Scotland. Because in this broken world, we need
nothing more than love. And anybody who ever has anything
to do with the church, should feel and experience nothing but
love. If there are divisions and in-fighting and gossiping going
on in the church, how on earth will we be able to get the love
of God spread to the outside world?

If there is one thing I love about the General Assembly, it is the
fact that it reminds us that we are not alone here in West
Calder and Polbeth Harwood. We are actually just a very small
part of a huge national church, which is in turn part of a
massive world-wide Christian movement…
So, if we start locally to let our lives as members of the Church
of Scotland be ruled by love, this love will spread nationally
and internationally. And to me, love is like glue – if we use it
correctly, we will be able to mend the broken world we live in...
Jesus took the first step, let’s follow his example!

With LOVE,
Nanda

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service

The last informal service of the session
will be held on
Thursday 8th June
at 10.30am
in Dickson Court
followed by the usual blether and cuppa.
A warm welcome is extended to all.
The services will resume
after the summer break
on Sunday 10th September
at 2pm

United Summer
Worship
Summer holidays are approaching again when both
congregations will meet together to hold single services
for morning worship
during the months of July and August.

Starting at 10.00am
July services will be held in West Kirk
August services in Polbeth Harwood Church
The minister will be on holiday from 3rd to 31st July
so pulpit cover for the month is as follows:
2nd July

Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald

9th July

Rev Suzanne Dunleavy

16th July

Rev Brenda Robson

23rd July

Rev Sheena Orr

30th July

Rev Suzanne Dunleavy

Pastoral cover during Nanda’s holiday will be provided
by Rev Gordon Jamieson 01506 412020

United Morning Worship
on
Sunday 19th June
in
Polbeth Harwood Church
at 10.00am
(There is no service at West Kirk on this date)

Minister’s Office Hours
PLEASE NOTE There will be NO Office Hours during the summer
months of June, July or August.
The minister can readily be contacted by phone or email.

Holiday Club
Children can now register for
Landlubbers, and spaces get filled very quickly, so do not delay - book your place today to avoid
disappointment.

ANNUAL BEACH OUTING
I can’t believe it is that time of year again! Our annual beach
trip to Silver Sands Aberdour is on Sunday 18th June.
As we did last year, we are having a joint morning worship at
Polbeth Harwood Church when the children from Polbeth and
West Kirk will be presented with their books.
Straight after the service we will get in our cars or on the bus to
go to the beach for the day.
If you have been before, I am sure you will be able to say you
had a fantastic day out and I hope to see you all there again
this year.
If you haven’t been then put it in your diary for this year.
Please don’t think this is a day for children only.
The adults have just as much fun as the children
and you don’t even have to bring a child of your
own to join us!
Food is supplied so you don’t need to bring anything
other than your bucket and spade and maybe a chair
to make your day more comfortable.
After our very successful Beetle Drive we raised enough money
for our great new gazebos so there is plenty of room for
everyone to sit in the shade and have a blether.
All I ask is that if you want a seat on the bus then please let me
or Lorna know so that we can make sure everyone gets there
on the day. See you all on the 18th.
Sandra Dixon

A message from Aonghas.......Namibia 2017 Project Update.
Thank you to everyone who supported my fundraising efforts
over the past 3 months to raise money to support the Forth
Region Scouts in building a schoolroom, developing a
community garden and having a bore hole dug to allow for
easier access to water to irrigate the garden and supply the
locals with water in Omakange.
In total I raised £700 myself + £150 from Sunday Club making a
Grand Total of £850.
A huge thank you to all the Sunday Club children for their
enterprising stewardship as they set about raising funds and
chose to support this project after they heard my talk about
the project.
My 7km Sponsored Walk raised £300 - well worth the wind chill
factor of walking in the biting cold wind!
Buying a Brick for a £1 was very popular and raised £400.
The response was truly amazing and very humbling.
Although I am too young to physically go to Namibia to help
build the school & garden, I give thanks that God guided me in
my own small way to help ensure there are many bricks paid
for to allow the school to be built.
I look forward to hearing all about the project from Skip & the
Scouts when they return. Skip has promised to come and speak
to the Sunday Club and Congregation later in the year.
Kind regards
Aonghas

June

Crossword

Across
8 Laban complained he had not been allowed to kiss them when
Jacob fled with his family (Genesis 31:28) (13)
9 In favour of (3)
10 ‘The child’s father and mother — at what was said about him’ (Luke
2:33) (9)
11 Swagger (Psalm 12:8) (5)
13 ‘Terrors — him on every side and dog his every step’ (Job 18:11) (7)
16 Bay bits (anag.) (7)
19 Preach, address an audience, speak in public (5)
22 Holy Communion (9)
24 ‘On their way to — out the land, Joshua instructed them, “Go and
make a survey of the land”’ (Joshua 18:8) (3)
25 Joseph advised Pharaoh to appoint these to administer his grain
storage plan (Genesis 41:34) (13)

Down
1 ‘Assyria’s pride will be brought down and — sceptre will pass
away’ (Zechariah 10:11) (6)
2 ‘And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in — with God and
men’ (Luke 2:52) (6)
3 The descendants of Esau (Genesis 36:9) (8)
4 The components of the crown that Jesus was made to wear before
his crucifixion (John 19:2) (6)
5 Colour of cloth which was to cover holy objects in the tabernacle
when moving camp (Numbers 4:6–12) (4)
6 One of the gold articles plundered from the Midianites offered to
the Lord by the Israelite army ‘to make atonement’ (Numbers 31:50)
(6)
7 ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are
set — — ’ (Jeremiah 31:29) (2,4)
12 Ate (anag.) (3)
14 ‘We ourselves... groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our — as
sons’ (Romans 8:23) (8)
15 Abram’s nephew (Genesis 14:12) (3)
16 Rupture (Job 30:14) (6)
17 ‘Yet to all who received him... he gave the right to — children of
God’ (John 1:12) (6)
18 ‘I... asked him the true meaning of all — . — he told me and gave
me the interpretation of these things’ (Daniel 7:16) (4,2)
20 Military units (Exodus 14:20) (6)
21 ‘Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to —
her to public disgrace’ (Matthew 1:19) (6)
23 Diva (anag.) (4)

You
Can Make a Difference to
a Family Facing a Crisis
with
Safe Families for Children

Soon after Sophie* gave birth
to twins, she felt like her world was falling apart. On discharge
from hospital, she became poorly and was facing the prospect
of being readmitted. Feeling unwell, she struggled to care for
her two newborns, and her 3-year-old son Alex couldn’t
understand why he no longer had his mum’s undivided
attention. Sophie’s husband worked from home, but the chaos
in the house also began affecting his job. With no friends or
family in the area, Sophie had no-one to turn to.
We paired Sophie with two Family Friends who visited
periodically to help with household chores, play with the 3 year
old, help mum feed the twins, and reassure her when she felt
exhausted and overwhelmed. One of our Host Homes who
lived nearby offered support too and discovered that their child
went to the same nursery as Sophie’s son. The Host Home
arranged play dates and helped take Alex to and from nursery,
giving him a fun outing to look forward to and rest away from
the stresses at home.
After two months, Sophie was able to manage caring for the
twins on her own so the Family Friends stopped visiting, but
the play dates with Alex and his new friend look like they will
continue.
(*Names have been changed for confidentiality.)

Safe Families for Children empowers local churches to care for
families like Sophie’s. By training and supporting church
members, we equip the body of Christ to reach out to families
in crisis.
We are now working in partnership with West Lothian Council
and looking to help people in your area.
To find out how to get involved, you can contact Safe Families
for Children by phone (0131 603 8430) or e-mail
(edinburgh@safefamiliesforchildren.com).
There will be a training and information day
in Livingston on Sat 24th Jun from 09.45-4pm.
Together let us live out Psalm 82 v 3:
‘defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the
rights of the poor and oppressed.’

Polbeth Gala Day
The gala day is on Saturday 24 June this
year and the Jam Club have decided to
have a float at the procession.
Our theme is Noah’s Ark and we are all very busy creating this
at the moment.
We would love to have lots of children involved on the day
dressed as the animals on the ark so if you would like to take
part then please let us know as soon as possible.
I’m sure this will be great fun for you all!

Sandra Dixon

UK’s new church tourism website
Bill Bryson, best-selling author of books on travel, the English
language and science, has revealed his 14 favourite churches
for ‘ExploreChurches’ at www.explorechurches.org . It is the
UK’s new church tourism website.
The Italian Chapel in Orkney, Hexham Abbey and London’s St
Martin the Fields are amongst Bill Bryson’s favourite churches.
As he explains, “It is impossible to overstate the importance of
churches to this country. Nothing else in the built environment
has the emotional and spiritual resonance, the architectural
distinction, the ancient, reassuring solidity of a parish church.
To me, they are the physical embodiment of all that is best and
most enduring in Britain.”
‘ExploreChurches’ makes it easy to discover beautiful and
fascinating churches and has been developed by the National
Churches Trust, the UK’s church buildings support charity.
The website brings churches to life by using high quality images
and providing information about the history and architecture of
individual buildings. It’s then easy to plan a visit as
‘ExploreChurches’ provides practical information including
opening hours, directions and access details.
Users can search for churches based on location, or by a
particular feature such as stained glass or monuments. There
are also ‘themed lists’, which help visitors find churches that fit
their passions and interests. These include: ‘Churches on TV’,
the real life locations of our favourite on- screen moments;
‘Wooden Churches’.

Summer Concert
Kirk of Calder Mid Calder

CHORAL HIGHLIGHTS
CHOIR
AND FEATURING

WEST CALDER BRASS BAND
AN EVENING OF
LIGHT AND ENTERTAINING MUSIC
COME AND JOIN US
IN THIS MUSICAL EXTRAVAGANZA

FRIDAY 9 JUNE at 7.15PM
TICKETS £5 (includes refreshments)
Available from the choir; on the door;
or from John Rankine 01506 880029

Boasting Boys
Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging
about their fathers.
The first boy said, "My Dad scribbles a few words
on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him £50."
The second boy said, "That's nothing. My Dad scribbles a few
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him £100."
The third boy said, "I got you both beat. My Dad scribbles a few
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon. And it takes eight
people to collect all the money!"

Parish Record
Baptisms
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”
23rd April—Arrabella Linsey MacKenzie, infant daughter of Connor
MacKenzie and Lauren Cotton

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
16th May—Annie DiBiasio, Limefield Avenue, Polbeth
22nd May—Keith Martin, Westmuir Road, West Calder

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
Living God,
Reach out to all for whom the future
seems uncertain or unwelcome,
and bring the assurance that
even in the darkest moments, the greatest challenges,
you are there working out your purpose;
able to bring light out of darkness,
hope out of despair,
joy out of sorrow,
and good out of evil.

Events: June 2017
Thursday

1st

Board & Session

West Kirk

7.00pm

Saturday

3rd

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

4th

Holy Communion

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Dickson Court

10.30am
9.45am

Thursday

8th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Sunday

11th Bible Class

West Kirk

Thursday

15th Friendship Cafe

Community Centre 1.30pm

Sunday

18th United Worship

Polbeth Harwood

10.00am

18th Annual Beach Outing

Aberdour

11.15am

Wednesday

21st Holiday Club Meeting

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

Friday

23rd Youth Group

7.00pm

Thursday

29th Bellsquarry School service

1.45pm

Friday

30th Parkhead School service

West Kirk

Contribution deadline for the next issue…
All contributions for the July/August
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Monday 19th June 2017

9.15am

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

1st & 3rd weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
2nd & 4th weeks

Thursday

