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Dear congregations
This time of yeaR is filled with R’s:
Reformation,
Remembrance,
Red leaves falling to the ground…
It’s a time to Remember:
To remember the history of our church;
to remember those who gave their lives for their country during
wars and time of unrest;
to remember, as we look at the changing seasons,
that God is in control of our lives.
In the church; in the world; autumn, winter, spring, and
summer – God is always in control.
In the times when we can see it, and in the times we can’t;
in the times when we feel His presence, and in the times we
don’t…

We had such a lovely family holiday in Majorca during the
October break. They boys played on the beach for hours, they
swam in the sea and they made lots of new friends. And it
reminded me so much of family holidays when I was a wee girl.
Nothing was the same – I grew up in a different country;
the first time I set foot on an aeroplane was when I was 20
years old; my parents had a caravan so we never stayed in a
hotel; yet it all felt so very similar. Laughing with my family,
getting sand between my toes, eating ice cream almost every
day… Many happy memories that I shared with the boys, and
also new memories made for them to share with their own
families one day.
But the anniversary of my mum’s death also falls in the
October break. That’s also something I will never forget.
But as the years move on, its different things I remember, and
share with my boys – what an amazing person their granny
was; how she would have loved their good sense of humour.
I remember how sad I was at her funeral and how hard it was
to get used to not having her around, but these things pale in
comparison now to all the amazing things I remember doing
with her and learning from her.

And that’s why it’s important to remember – so we can see
how God helps us to keep going in the hard times, and how
there are never only hard times, but plenty of good times too.
Seasons change, life changes, but the one thing that always
stays the same is the love of God. It’s this love that gets us
through the hard times, and this love that makes us enjoy the
good times.
So let’s REMEMBER that this month.
May God bless you all.
Nanda

Minister’s Office Hours
Wednesday 8th November
Tuesday 14th November

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

Wednesday 22nd November
Tuesday 28th November

West Kirk 10.30—12

West Kirk 10.30—12

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

There will be no Office Hours during December, but they will
resume in the New Year on Wednesday 17th January.
If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc.,
someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests.

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service

The Remembrance service
will be held on
Sunday 12th November
at 2.00pm
in Stewart Court

followed by the usual cuppa and chat.
A warm welcome is extended to everyone.
The next service (Advent)
will be held on
Thursday 14th December
at 10.30am
in Dickson Court

Polbeth Harwood
Church

CHRISTMAS
FAYRE
Saturday 25th November
at 2pm
Stalls at this ever-popular annual event:
Home Baking; Grocery; Fancy Goods; Bric-a-brac;
Raffle; Tombola; Thrift Shop;
AND for the younger customers—
Toys; Children’s Games; Face Painting;
and not forgetting—SANTA’S GROTTO
finishing off with delicious Afternoon Tea!
Any donations gratefully accepted
(no electrical goods, thank you.).
These can be handed in on Friday 24th 6.0—7.30pm
Or Saturday from 11am.
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE
FOR A FUN-FILLED DAY!!
Linda Eardley

ANNUAL
BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
for everyone in our communities will be held in

Polbeth Harwood Church
Sunday 3rd December at 3pm
The service, conducted by Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald,
will be followed by afternoon tea in the café area.
All who have lost loved ones and would like
the opportunity to remember them,
are welcome to attend this special service

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
This year, there will again be a
special united service
for both congregations
and the local communities

on Sunday 12th November
at West Kirk at 9.45am
This service will finish in good time to allow all those
who wish, to be able to attend the service
at West Calder War Memorial,
at which Nanda will be officiating.

Sunday Club & JAM Club
~ some dates for your diary
On Sunday November 26th – there will be a
St Andrews themed service where the Hymns
& Readings will have Scottish tones. We will
have fun & food in the hall for the kids, &
maybe even some food for the adults?
Sunday December 10th – Is our Gift Service,
when gifts of non-perishable food would be
greatly received for young men 16-21yrs who
are given shelter and help to get their lives
back on track at Bethany Trust house in Bathgate
Sunday December 17th – is our United
Nativity Service at 10:30am in the West
Kirk – followed by a visit to Stewart Court
where the children will then perform a
shortened Nativity to the residents
We would like to extend a very warm welcome to all children to
come along and join us on Sunday mornings. We work hard at
making church fun for children and very welcoming for young
families, offering a crèche facility for the wee ones under three.
Our Nativity service is led by children, and not only for the JAM
and Sunday Club children. So if you know of anyone who might
like to join us, please hand on your copy of the link so they can
get this invitation.

November

Crossword

Across
1 He was replaced as king of Judah by his uncle Mattaniah (2
Kings 24:17) (10)
7 ‘Let us fix our eyes on Jesus... who for the joy set before him
— the cross’ (Hebrews 12:2) (7)
8 Relieved (5)
10 Impetuous (Acts 19:36) (4)
11 Surprised and alarmed (Luke 24:37) (8)
13 ‘It is — for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than
for the rich to enter the kingdom of God’ (Mark 10:25) (6)
15 Directions for the conduct of a church service (6)
17 One of the acts of the sinful nature (Galatians 5:19) (8)
18 and 20 Down ‘She began to wet his — with her tears. Then
she wiped them with her — ’ (Luke 7:38) (4,4)

21 ‘We will all be changed, in a flash, in the twinkling of an — ,
— the last trumpet’ (1 Corinthians 15:51–52) (3,2)
22 ‘But he replied, “Lord, I am — — go with you to prison and
to death”’ (Luke 22:33) (5,2)
23 Third person of the Trinity (2 Corinthians 13:14) (4,6)
Down
1 He betrayed Jesus (Matthew 27:3) (5)
2 Paul’s assurance to the Philippian jailer: ‘Don’t — yourself!
We are all here!’ (Acts 16:28) (4)
3 ‘Fear God and keep his commandments, for this — the
whole — of man’ (Ecclesiastes 12:13) (2,4)
4 The sort of giver God loves (2 Corinthians 9:7) (8)
5 Sun rail (anag.) (7)
6 Naboth, the ill-fated vineyard owner, was one (1 Kings 21:1)
(10)
9 Paul said of young widows, ‘When their sensual desires
overcome their — to Christ, they want to marry’ (1 Timothy
5:11) (10)
12 This was how Joseph of Arimathea practised his discipleship ‘because he feared the Jews’ (John 19:38) (8)
14 Mop ruse (anag.) (7)
16 Foment (Philippians 1:17) (4,2)
19 Where Joseph and Mary escaped to with the baby Jesus
(Matthew 2:14) (5)
20 See 18 Across

THE DISPLACED—WHO ARE THEY?
Around the world, more than 40 million people have been
forced from their homes, yet remain within their own country.
Neither migrants nor refugees, they are unable to return home
- and are largely ignored by the international efforts that exist
to protect and support refugees.
There are many reasons for displacement - fighting, aggression,
flooding, drought, fear—leaving people without a safe place to
call home, increasing the likelihood of losing out on work and
education and increasing the risk of violence, particularly for
women and girls.
We’ve recently witnessed the violence in Myanmar
accelerating the plight of the Rohingya people. Hundreds of
thousands are still trapped in Myanmar
But what about the people in north east Nigeria terrorised by
Boko Haram, who have burned crops and destroyed the land?
1.8 million people are estimated to be displaced Nigeria.
What about the tribal wars in mineral rich South Sudan where
fighting is causing famine-like conditions? 2.1 million people
are known to be displaced within Sudan.
Then there’s the almost 7 million Colombians uprooted by 50
years of internal guerrilla conflict.
And the untold millions in war-torn Syria and Iraq? This is not
even including those displaced by floods and droughts.
We have so much to be thankful for in our lives. All these
unknown people & the charities helping them need our prayers

WEST KIRK FUNDRAISING GROUP
We would like to thank everybody who came or helped at the
October Candy Bar run by the Kirk Session. £566 was made
that day.

On Saturday, 2nd December, the Christmas Candy Bar takes
place. This is our major event of the year to raise funds
towards the upkeep of the West Kirk. Tickets for lunch are
available at the Guild Coffee day and afterwards from Margaret
Greenhorn (871139). There are two sittings - 11.45am and
1pm. Tickets must be obtained in advance. The cost is £8 for
adults and £4 for 12 years and under.
The lunch includes home made soup, turkey and trimmings
followed by a choice of sweets including Christmas pudding
with coffee and mints to round it off. There is a vegetarian
quiche as an option.
Morning coffee will be served from 10am, finishing about
11.15am to allow time to set the tables for lunch at 11.45am.
The stalls will have lots of tempting things including cake and
candy, gifts for Christmas, a hamper to be won, tombola, raffle
and a silent auction for a Christmas six piece dinner service.
This set would make Christmas lunch look something special!
Christmas themed contributions for any of the stalls will be
most appreciated to help to make it a successful and enjoyable
start to the festive season.
The Group looks forward to seeing you there on the 2nd.

The Africa Mercy Ship arrived in Cameroon
on 25th August 2017 fully equipped with
medical supplies for a 10 month spell of duty.
During that time, more than 4,000 operations will be carried
out on board, at no cost to the patients.
Mothers and children were all expectantly waiting for the ship
to dock, happy to put their faith and trust in the skills of the
doctors and nurses on board to treat their various conditions,
disabilities etc to allow them to lead a normal life in the future.
This is where YOU come in!
Please give generously on Sunday 26th November to help
improve the outcomes and lives of both adults and children.
Empty your boxes now or if you give a yearly donation, now is
the time to do so.
(Please remember old £1 coins are no longer legal tender)
Remember in your prayers, all the volunteers on board who
work so hard in a variety of ways for this worthwhile cause.
Lilias Fairley

Goodness is uneventful.
It does not flash, it glows.
David Grayson

CHRISTMAS CHOIR
Just a wee reminder………..
that practices for the Christmas Choir are now underway in the
West Kirk on Wednesdays
starting at 7pm until about 8.30pm.
There is still plenty of time to come along, where all are
Welcome, and don’t worry if you can’t make it every week.
Please note there will be NO practice on 22nd November.
The Carol Concert is on Friday 15th December at 7pm.
Afterwards festive goodies will be served in the church hall
which is an enjoyable end to the evening.
Carolyn Hamilton

Have you
visited our website recently?
The website was launched on the 1st June 2013
and we’ve become familiar with its layout.
But technology advances, so we’ve had an upgrade to make it
easier to view on smart phones as well as other devices.
There is now a distinct, separate menu icon for the calendar of
events for our congregations.
Why not take a look for yourself at
www.west-kirk-polbeth-harwood.co.uk.

Bible Blether
Our next Bible Blether will be on
Thursday 16th November,
at 7.30pm,
in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood Church.

500 years after the Reformation………...
André will talk to us about
his pilgrimage to Wittenberg
(where Luther nailed his
95 theses on the church door).
ALL WELCOME

God doesn’t love us
because of our worth;
We are of worth
because God loves us.
Martin Luther

POLBETH LADIES ‘AT HOME’ EVENING
on

Friday 10th November at 7.00pm
at Polbeth Harwood Church
Speaker: Alison Barr
on Jak’s Den,
the charity supporting young cancer patients and their families

Pastoral Care Christmas Party
Get the date in your diaries!

Monday 11th December
at 1pm till 4pm
in the West Kirk hall
where you can enjoy a splendid buffet meal,
finishing with coffee / tea & mints,
and followed by fun and entertainment—
all for £7!
Tickets will be available shortly from committee members

Something new!

Rosebery Reflections
(Approximately) monthly short reflective sessions
held on Tuesday 12 noon following Minister’s Office Hours
- at the Rosebery Centre group, which meets within the
café area of Polbeth Harwood Church.
These sessions will consist of hymns, prayer, a reading
and a small reflection on the reading.
Tuesdays 14th November & 12th December
Members of the congregations and community are
more than welcome to come along.

WEST KIRK GUILD
Guest Night
is to be held on
Monday 20th November at 7.30pm
in the church hall.
It is a musical night with the entertainment by
local band Cairnpapple.
The Guild would like to extend an invitation to the
congregation and friends.
Please join us for what will be a great evening.
Alison Baxter, Joint Secy

West Calder Scout Group...
are looking for members and helpers
We currently have vacancies in all sections
for boys and girls:
Beavers - Age 6yrs to 8yrs- meet on a Monday evening in the
West Kirk Hall from 6.15p. until 7.15pm
Cubs - Age 8yrs to 10yrs 6months - meet on a Wednesday
evening in the West Kirk Hall from 6.15pm until 7.30pm
Scouts - Age 10yrs 6months to 14yrs - meet on a Thursday
evening in the West Kirk Hall from 6.30pm until 8.30pm
Explorers - Age 14yrs to 18yrs - meet on a Thursday evening at
the Community Garden from 6.20pm until 8.40pm
We are also looking for adult helpers in the Beaver and Scout
sections.
For further information contact Jean on 01506 873638

If you want to change the world Pick up your pen
and write
Martin Luther

Parish Record
Baptisms
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them,
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as them.”
15th October—Tyron Doug Graham Wyngard, infant son of Louise and
Byron Wyngard

Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
24th Sept—James Middleton, Ennis Park, Polbeth
29th Sept—Lydia Crosthwaite, Harburn Drive, West Calder
10th Oct— Margaret Carmichael, Polbeth Gardens, Polbeth
13th Oct—Ian Thomson, Parkhead Gardens, West Calder

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
O God, our strength and our guide,
When the way ahead is unclear—grant us clarity
When the way ahead is costly—grant us courage
When the way ahead is lonely—grant us companionship
When the way ahead is dark—grant us hope
When the way ahead is tiring—grant us energy
When the way ahead is risky—grant us daring
When the way ahead is your way
- grant us joy, peace and steadfastness.
Amen.

Events: December 2017
Saturday

2nd

Christmas Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

3rd

Holy Communion

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

3rd

Bereavement Service

Polbeth Harwood 3.00pm

Monday

4th

Guild Christmas meal

Harburn GC

7.00pm

Sunday

10th Gift Service

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

10th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Monday

11th Pastoral Care Group

West Kirk

1.00pm

Christmas Party
Tuesday

12th Rosebery Reflections

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Wednesday 13th Jingle & Mingle

WCHS

1.15pm

Thursday

14th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Friday

15th Evening of Christmas Music West Kirk

7.00pm

Sunday

17th Joint Nativity Service

10.30am

West Kirk

Contribution deadline
for the next issue...
All contributions for the December / January
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Sunday 26th November 2017

Events: November 2017
Wednesday

1st

Board &Session Meetings West Kirk

7.00pm

Wednesday

1st

Xmas Choir Practice

West Kirk

7.00pm

Saturday

4th

Guild Coffee Day

West Kirk

10.00am

Wednesday

8th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Wednesday

8th

Board &Session Meetings Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

Wednesday

8th

Xmas Choir Practice

West Kirk

7.00pm

Friday

10th Polbeth Ladies ‘At Home’

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

Friday

10th Parkhead Primary

War Memorial

11.00am

Remembrance Service

West Calder

Sunday

12th United Remembrance
Worship

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

12th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Sunday

12th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

Tuesday

14th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Tuesday

14th Rosebery Reflections

Polbeth Harwood

12 noon

Wednesday

15th Xmas Choir Practice

West Kirk

7.00pm

Thursday

16th Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

Monday

20th Guild Guest Night

West Kirk

7.30pm

Wednesday

22nd Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Wednesday

22nd Xmas Choir Practice

West Kirk

7.00pm

Friday

24th Youth Group

Saturday

25th Christmas Fayre

Polbeth Harwood

2.00pm

Tuesday

28th Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Wednesday

29th Xmas Choir Practice

West Kirk

7.00pm

7.00pm

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

1st & 3rd weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
2nd & 4th weeks

Thursday

