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Dear Congregations
Believe it or not – Christmas is just around the corner!
If we can manage to look past all the bright festive lights
and tinsel, we see the long, cold, dark nights…
All those years ago in Bethlehem, all they could see was
the dark. It was dark, not only in the night sky, but also in
people’s lives. Nobody had hope for the future anymore.
But then, on what seemed to be just another ordinary
night, everything changed. There was a star so bright it
made the darkness disappear, even the angels started
singing! That was the night on which Jesus was born.
The night that changed everything…
This will be our theme all throughout Advent and the
Christmas season: The night that changed everything…
Please join me at the church to prepare yourself for and
celebrate the night that changed everything – to once
again help us look past the festive lights and tinsel –
to NOT see the darkness – but the hope that Christ
brought to the world.
May you all have a blessed Christmas and a very special
2018!
Nanda

Tongue in cheek

(by Nanda):

Remember Remembrance Sunday?
Spectacular special effects!

Choir, Remembrance Sunday:
2017

On Remembrance Sunday I broke a pot made out of soft
clay to demonstrate the point of my sermon, but in the
process accidentally showered the choir at West Kirk with
pieces of clay! Afterwards, we all had a giggle about it!
2018

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
How many of us have an advent calendar
hanging in our house? Do you look forward
to opening that calendar every day and
seeing what’s behind that little window?
Does yours have a picture? Does it have a
little verse? Is there a gift? Is there a sweet treat?
For some, an advent calendar is a luxury that is out of the
question.
For some, even the most basic of items are unaffordable.
This is why, this year, it would be lovely to make a reverse
advent calendar—to give rather than receive.
How does this work?
Each day, instead of getting something for yourself, we would
love if you could put one item of food into a box. On Christmas
Eve morning you can bring that box of food with you to church
and put it under our tree. After the service, all the lovely
goodies will be taken to our local foodbank to ensure that
many families will have something nice to look forward to over
the festive period.
If you don’t want to collect food then you could put aside a
coin each day and bring this along. Any funds collected will go
to the foodbank too.
Let’s make Christmas great for as many people as possible this
year.
Sandra Dixon

Christmas Services
This year, the theme for all our services throughout the
Christmas season is “The Night that changed Everything”
as depicted on our front cover this issue.

Our early family service
is in
Polbeth Harwood Church
at 6:30pm.
All are warmly welcomed to join
Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald & congregations.
The perfect way to spend a little quality time on
Christmas Eve with your children, to remind them of
the real reason we celebrate Christmas.

Watchnight
Service
Join Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald for this
traditional welcoming in of Christmas morning at
West Kirk at 11.30pm.
The special atmosphere late at night sets the scene
for the true meaning of Christmas

Our children from JAM Club & Sunday Club would
like to invite everyone to come along and join us
at our United Nativity service at 10:30am on
December 17th in The West Kirk of Calder.
Please invite your friends too.

“The Day That Baby Jesus Came To Town”
After the service tea and coffee will be served in
the church hall and all are welcome to join us.

Then our children will walk to Stewart Court to
take the Nativity story to the residents.
Anyone who would like to join us is very
welcome to join us and the residents really
appreciate our visit and it helps boost the
singing during our visit.

MORNING WORSHIP
during
CHRISTMAS PERIOD
17th December—United Nativity Service
West Kirk at 10.30am
24th December—Christmas Eve morning worship
West Kirk at 9.45am
Polbeth Harwood at 11.15am
both conducted by Rev Suzanne Dunleavy
31st December—United worship
at Polbeth Harwood Church
conducted by Rev Gordon Jamieson
GIFT SERVICES

Sunday 10th December
West Kirk
at 9.45am
Polbeth Harwood Church
at 11.15am
This year, we are once again giving our support to the young
adults who are supervised by the Bethany Trust.
Food donations are welcome as well as small personal items.

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’
Service
The Advent service will be held on
Thursday 7th December
at 10.30am in Dickson Court
followed by a seasonal cuppa and wee chat.
The January service will be held on
Sunday 14th January 2018
at 2pm in Stewart Court

Rosebery Reflections
A short reflective session of hymn, prayer and
reading for Advent will be held on
Tuesday 12th December
at The Rosebery Centre meeting at 12 noon
in Polbeth Harwood Church café area
followed by a wee blether.
In January, the session will take place
on Tuesday 23rd January

ANNUAL
BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
for everyone in our communities will be held in

Polbeth Harwood Church
Sunday 3rd December at 3pm
The service, conducted by Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald,
will be followed by afternoon tea in the café area.
All who have lost loved ones and would like
the opportunity to remember them,
are welcome to attend this special service

Minister’s Office Hours
There will be no Office Hours during December, but they will
resume in the New Year
Wednesday 17th January
Tuesday 23rd January

West Kirk 10.30—12
Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

Wednesday 7th February

West Kirk 10.30—12

Wednesday 21st February

Polbeth Harwood 10.30—12

If the minister is unable to attend due to funerals etc.,
someone will be there to pass on any enquiries or requests.
Meanwhile, the minister can be contacted directly by phone or
email

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

From everyone at JAM Club and Sunday Club
Thanks for supporting us throughout 2017
JAM and Sunday Club resumes on
January 7th 2018

Red
What goes red white red white red
white?
Santa rolling down a hill.
Turkey says
What does a turkey say?
‘Gobble, gobble, gobble,’ right? Not always!
A jewellery-loving turkey? - ‘Bauble bauble bauble’
A turkey in the shoe repair shop? – ‘Cobble cobble cobble’
A turkey with a sore leg? - ‘Hobble hobble hobble’
A rugby turkey? - ‘Huddle, huddle, huddle’
A dieting turkey? - ‘Nibble, nibble nibble’
A turkey who argues a lot? ‘Squabble squabble squabble’
Then there was the dizzy turkey who just
went: ‘Wobble wobble wobble’

December

Crossword

Across
1 Provisional meeting place of God and the Jews (Exodus 25:9)
(10)
7 David’s third son, killed when his head got caught in a tree
during a battle with his father (2 Samuel 18:14,15) (7)
8 They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th
and early 16th centuries (5)
10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4)
11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8)
13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6)
15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse
Edith …. (6)
17 Stormy (8)
18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened
bread, was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11)
(4)

21 Arson (anag.) (5)
22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known
hymn (7)
23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10)
Down
1 …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5)
2 The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous are as … as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4)
3 One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a
foreign woman (Ezra 10:25) (6)
4 He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family
and joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8)
5 City and lake in Central Switzerland (7)
6 Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God
(Romans 12:1) (10)
9 Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10)
12 One who accepts government by God (8)
14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual
(Exodus 30:1) (7)
16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6)
19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5)
20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his
people from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4)

Luke’s Christmas—a return from exile
In the modern world, the nativity stories of Advent and
Christmas appear to either bear lots of seasonal sentimentality
or invite us to spend, spend, spend.
The topic very often overlooked is that of exile.
(The English language has two origins of the word—one from
French which means ‘banishment’; the other from Greek
meaning ‘cast out’.)
The Hebrews have a long history of exile. Famously, Moses is
sent by God to set them free from the exile of slavery in Egypt.
God then leads them on a long journey towards the promised
land. Much later in their story, the Old Testament relates how
many Israelites are taken into captivity and exile by the
victorious Babylonians.
In the New Testament, in Luke’s very full version of the nativity,
he reminds us that the Jewish people were, at the time of
Jesus’ birth, under occupation by imperialist Roman forces.
Mary and Joseph were forced to leave Nazareth and register in
Joseph’s home town of Bethlehem, reminding us that Jesus was
born as an ‘internally displaced person’ and his people were in
internal exile.
In other words, Luke, who was not a Jew but in fact gentile, is
telling us that God’s people felt like strangers in their own land
and were ruled by ‘foreigners’ who barely respected their ways.
So many people longed to be set free. Yet, like all exiles, none
were in control of their destiny.
God sends Jesus into this world as an answer to the pleas of
the exiles. The helpless babe coming to help to helpless;
coming to exhibit welcoming rather than hostility.

If the world in Jesus’ time was marked by displacement and
exile, how much more is ours today? It has become standard to
talk of ‘the refugee crisis’, somehow also underestimating the
scale of the situation. In the past 30 years, there have been a
bewildering range of conflicts which have led people from
many parts of the world to seek new lives in other countries.
Rather than allowing Christmas to be a festival of tinsel and self
-indulgence, let’s remember God sent Jesus into the world
bringing hope and love, and now he challenges us as Christians
to continue his example in our world today.
Rachel Mann, writer & broadcaster

The story of mince pies
Did you know that mince pies have been traditional English
Christmas fare since the Middle
Ages, when meat was a key
ingredient?
The addition of spices, suet and
alcohol to meat came about because it was an alternative to
salting and smoking in order to preserve the food.
Mince pies used to be a different shape - cradle-shaped with a
pastry baby Jesus on top!

Mistletoe’s smelly history
Did you know that the word ‘mistletoe’ means
dung on a tree? The Anglo-Saxons thought that
mistletoe grew in trees where birds had left their
droppings. Mistel means dung, and tan means
twig!

Evening of Christmas Music
at West Kirk
Friday 15th December at 7.00pm
This annual event for all in the community regularly marks the
start of the Christmas season for many.
Come along and listen to the augmented West Kirk Choir under
the baton of Carolyn Hamilton as they sing a wide selection of
seasonal music. The musical variety continues with items from
young people from both the church and the community.
Entry is by donation, with these monies going to local charities.
AND, no seasonal evening would be complete without tea,
shortbread and mince pies in the hall to finish!
There is plenty of seating—we’d love you to join us!

Bible Blether
The first Bible Blether of 2018
will be on
Thursday 8th February
at 7.30pm,
in the Quiet Room at Polbeth Harwood Church.

One Last Sleep
Time for bed! Time for sleep!
Go on your sleepy way;
Snuggled down and sleeping deep –
Tomorrow’s Christmas Day!
He will come! While you rest!
Santa with his sleigh!
Climbing down the chimney breast
With gifts for Christmas Day!

You’ve been good! Just sleep well!
Hear what your parents say!
Underneath that sleepy spell
Along comes Christmas Day!
The best time of the year!
When we can laugh and play!
One day full of festive cheer
We all love Christmas Day!
By Nigel Beeton

SCOUT
POST
Cost
25p per card

Our Scout Group will once more be providing the
Scout Christmas Post
in Addiewell, Polbeth and West Calder
with post boxes in the following places:
Polbeth
Polbeth—
—Polbeth Harwood Church:
West Calder
Calder—
—West Kirk hall: West Calder library:
J & L Gillies (Butchers): Unique Hairdressers:
CDT Office, Union Square.

Last posting date:

Monday 18th December

Pastoral Care Christmas Party
Monday 11th December
at 1pm till 4pm
in the West Kirk hall
when you can feast on a splendid buffet meal,
finishing with coffee / tea & mints,
and followed by fun and entertainment—
all for £7!
Tickets are now available from committee members

WEST KIRK GUILD
Once the festive season is over,
in the quiet nights of January,
start sharpening your trivia brains
and get a team of three together for our
QUIZ NIGHT
taking place in the church hall
on Monday 5th February.
In the past, these have proved to be very sociable evenings of
friendly rivalry, so please join us for what will be a great
evening—whether you are in a team or just ‘in the audience’

Hi Nanda
We just wanted to say thank you for the contribution that your team of
bakers made to LiviAid-Live. They really made an enormous difference
to the overall outcome of the amount raised.
We started thinking about how we could raise money for Marie Curie
as the charity was close to all our hearts and we each had our own
story of loved ones who had used their services.
Marie Curie doesn’t just care for cancer patients, but for everyone who
needs quality and dignified end of life care.
LiviAid-live has been set up to be an annual event and as a Marie Curie
hospice needs £6,175 every day just to operate, it is imperative that we
as a community do all we can to support them.
LiviAid-Live in partnership with Pollock (Scotrans) Ltd managed to raise
a total of £7,342.61 and I’m sure you would all agree that this is an
amazing amount and would not have been possible without the
generosity, personal time and donations given by all involved.
We have been able to support Marie Curie Hospice situated on
Frogston Rd W, Edinburgh on Hogmanay for the full day. We should all
be proud of that achievement.
So, for this please accept our sincere and heartfelt thanks for
everything you have done to help us achieve this.
Thank you, Linda Tierney, Catherine Dray, Wullie Langdon, Kevin Henderson
LiviAid-Live Committee

Parish Record
Deaths
Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.”
29th Oct—Gavin (Stan) McKinnon, Langside Gardens, Polbeth
30th Oct—Allan Reid, Loganlea Road, Addiewell
21st Nov—William Kirk, Burngrange Home, West Calder

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere
sympathies and prayers.
Lord Jesus, friend and teacher,
in the morning and at night,
you are our strength;
in light and in darkness,
you are our hope;
today and tomorrow,
you are our stability;
when we are wise and when we are foolish,
you are our guide;
in life and in death,
you are our Saviour.
Amen.

Events: January 2018
Sunday

7th

Morning Worship

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Wednesday 10th Board & Session

Polbeth Harwood 7.00pm

Sunday

14th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

14th ‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Stewart Court

2.00pm

Wednesday 17th Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Thursday

18th Board & Session

West Kirk

7.00pm

Tuesday

23rd Minister’s Office Hours

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

23rd Rosebery Reflections

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon

Friday

26th Youth Group

7.00pm

Events: February 2018
Saturday

3rd

Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Monday

5th

Guild Quiz Night

West Kirk

7.45pm

Wednesday 7th

Minister’s Office Hours

West Kirk

10.30am

Thursday

8th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

8th

Bible Blether

Polbeth Harwood 7.30pm

Contribution deadline
for the next issue...
All contributions for the February 2018
edition of the magazine should be
submitted to the editor,
preferably by email,
before Sunday 28th January 2018

Events: December 2017
Saturday

2nd

Christmas Candy Bar

West Kirk

10.00am

Sunday

3rd

Holy Communion

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

3rd

Bereavement Service

Polbeth Harwood 3.00pm

Monday

4th

Guild Christmas meal

Harburn GC

7.00pm

Thursday

7th

‘Beyond the Kirk Walls’

Dickson Court

10.30am

Saturday

9th

Xmas Fayre in the Square

West Calder

12 noon

Sunday

10th Gift Service

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

10th Bible Class

West Kirk

9.45am

Monday

11th Pastoral Care Group

West Kirk

1.00pm

Christmas Party
Tuesday

12th Rosebery Reflections

Wednesday 13th Jingle & Mingle

Polbeth Harwood 12 noon
WCHS

1.15pm

Friday

15th Evening of Christmas Music West Kirk

7.00pm

Sunday

17th Joint Nativity Service

West Kirk

10.30am

Tuesday

19th WCHS Christmas service

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am

Thursday

21st Bellsquarry School service

Friday

22nd Parkhead School service

West Kirk

9.15am

Sunday

24th Morning Worship

West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood 11.15am
Sunday

24th Xmas early family service

Polbeth Harwood 6.30pm

Sunday

24th Watchnight service

West Kirk

Sunday

31st United morning worship

Polbeth Harwood 10.30am

11.30pm

Church Calendar
Weekly Events
Sunday

Morning Worship West Kirk

9.45am

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Sunday Club

West Kirk Hall

9.45am

JAM Club

Polbeth Harwood

11.15am

Monday

Beavers

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Tuesday

Craft Club

West Kirk Hall

10.00am

Minister’s Office

Polbeth Harwood

10.30am

Star Harmonies

Polbeth Harwood

5.30pm

Bridge Club

West Kirk Hall

7.00pm

WRI Handcrafts

Polbeth Harwood

7.00pm

West Kirk Hall

9.30am

West Kirk

10.30am

Dance Class

Polbeth Harwood

5.00pm

Cubs

West Kirk Hall

6.15pm

Strategy Games

West Kirk Hall

8.00pm

Scouts

West Kirk Hall

6.30pm

Slimming World

Polbeth Harwood

7.30pm

1st & 3rd weeks

Wednesday Calder Kids
Minister’s Office
2nd & 4th weeks

Thursday

