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Life is a journey, not a destination.

As long as I can remember, I’ve always thought that this expression is very true. Life is a journey, not a destination. But see the amount of funerals I’m at these days? Now this phrase means even more to me than ever before. I think it is so very true…

Life is not about getting somewhere; it’s about what you experience on the way.

And because we have absolutely no idea how long our journey is going to be, we just have to make the most of every minute.

What is a journey? The dictionary definition for “journey” is: an act of travelling from one place to another, usually taking a rather long time.

There are lots of different journeys in life.

We read about one in the Old Testament this morning: The one God sent Abram and his family on. Now this was no ordinary journey.

God wanted his people to have a good life in a land where that would be easy. So he asked Abram to gather up his belongings and go there. Just like that!

What is said here in Genesis 12 in just 5 verses, doesn’t nearly portray what these words of God must have sparked off when Abram first heard it.

I mean, can you imagine you husband/dad/uncle walking into your house saying: Hello dear. How was your day? We have to pack our things and move. Now. I’m not entirely sure where we are going, but God wants us to go, so let’s get going!

If André comes home and says he’s planned an outing for us as a family for the afternoon (not for the rest of our lives!), I always want to discuss all the detail before I’m ready to go, like  - where are we going, what do I need to take along for the boys, how long will we be away for, do we need snacks, warm coats, how are we going to get there, etc. etc… Because all these wee things have implications, sometimes big implications, and sometimes, well, André’s ideas and mine are just not exactly the same…

But now Sarai and the rest of the extended family had to stop what they were doing straight away and get packed to go somewhere they had no idea where… Just like that! I know in my house that wouldn’t have worked out without lots of discussion and maybe an argument or 2!
And you know, I’m saying this lightly, but my family and I have made a big move in our lives. And that literally took us years to plan. First the endless lists of pros- and cons. Are we doing the right thing? Then the interviews at the Church of Scotland. Then, resigning from our current church; Telling the family; Packing up everything we own, shipping it; Booking flight tickets; getting here… It’s just not the kind of thing you can do in the blink of an eye.

But it sounds as if Abram didn’t have any trouble with this. God said go, and that was enough for him. No questions asked. If God wants him to do something, he’ll do it straight away – and enjoy the ride!

And we know the rest of Abram’s life story. Things worked out well for him. He had lots of ups and downs in his journey through life, but most importantly God was always with him, and that’s all he needed.          God made all the promises he made to Abram come true, and Abram’s life story is evidence to us today that God will never send us on a wild goose chase. 

People often ask me why we chose Scotland to immigrate to. And I can honestly say because I believe God called us here. Not in the same way he called Abram though. 

We didn’t hear a loud voice telling us what to do and where to go, but 7 years before the time, we went on a road trip through the UK with good friends. An old professor from the University we studied at moved to Scotland long ago, and we spent a night with him and his family.

In the passing he mentioned that the Church of Scotland had a huge shortage of ministers and that he thought  we would be very happy here. We didn’t really take note of what he said, because we weren’t planning on going anywhere.

But when the time came that we decided we needed  to move out of South Africa, both André and I remembered that conversation. And here we are! 

So God told us what to do, but in a very ordinary way, through a friend, years before. God works in mysterious ways…

And ever since so many things have shown me that this is where we should be.

In Africa there is a saying: If you want to travel fast, travel alone. If you want to go far, travel with others.

And this is so true. On a practical level we experience this every day. For instance: If I take the boys along to my weekly grocery shop, this seemingly simple task takes a long time to get done. Because we always have to walk through the toy aisle – just so they can have a look. Then, just as the trolley is getting full, one of them needs the toilet. So then I push the trolley to the security guy at the door and ask him to watch it for a few minutes. Then we come back and carry on. Then one starts complaining that he is hungry or thirsty – no matter what time of day it is, this always happens… Then, 5 aisles later, the other one needs the toilet! And so it takes us quite some time to get this chore done. If I go by myself, I focus, and get the job done in no time.
If you want to travel fast, travel alone.

But if you want to get far, travel with others.

It’s so much easier to do a long road trip if people can take turns driving. Some of the best memories I have are of spending time with my family in the car, blethering, laughing and singing. In South Arica you’re an easy target for criminals if you are alone, you’re much safer if you are in a group. And then, of course, if something should happen, there are lots of people to help sort it. And most importantly: You are less likely to give up on a plan if you have others around you to motivate you to keep going.

I think it’s much better to take your time to travel through life, than it is to rush and miss things along the way. We even have an expression for this: Stop and smell the roses. It’s been scientifically proven that people are happier when they take time to appreciate the good things in life.

So: we need to make the most of our journey through life, we should travel with others if we want to get far, and we should take our time doing that.

And the only way in which we will be able to do any of these, is if we travel with God.

We don’t know much about Abram’s life before God called him. But we do know that his father was a well-known idol worshipper. So that’s what he grew up as. But then God called him, late in his life. And he listened. God promised to give him a big family, and humanly speaking it was too late for this, but God made it happen. God showed everybody that no idol can do for them what God can.

We see the same thing happen to the disciples in the New Testament. God called them, they listened. They had no idea what they were letting themselves in for, but they knew that it would be worth their while to listen to Jesus, to follow him, to travel with him.

And when Thomas doubted, when he was scared that he would lose his way, Jesus said: “I am the way…” In other words, if we travel with Jesus, there is no way we will ever get lost. Because he doesn’t only know the way, he is the way. 

With him by our side, 
· we will have many less worries – so we will be able to make the most of our journeys;
· we will never be alone – so we will be able to travel far;
· We will be able to take our time to appreciate life – because we will realise that there is no rush, God will bring us to our destination in his own time.

[bookmark: _GoBack]My message today is thus: choose to travel with God.                         Like Abram did, like the disciples did.                                                    You still won’t know what lies ahead of you, but at least you’ll know that whatever comes your way, God will give you the strength and the patience you need to handle it, and that one day, when you reach the end of your journey you’ll be able to look back over your life with a smile on your face, without any regrets.

It’s never too early or too late to choose to walk with God. 
WK: Today you made this choice official, ……………………., to not only travel through life with God, but with all these people as well, your new brothers and sisters in faith. If you want to get far, travel with others.

God called you, and you said yes. May he bless every single step of your journey.

PH: God has given us all these people sitting around us to travel with us, our brothers and sisters in faith. Let’s appreciate one another and support one another, because if we want to get far, we should travel with others.

God calls us to follow him once again this morning, let’s say YES, and never get lost.

Amen
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