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Text: Acts 12:1-19 

Holiday Club: Concluding Service 

 

This week at the Holiday Club the boys and girls walked in the footsteps 

of Peter, the Rock. A close friend of Jesus, who saw and experienced 

amazing things; but also just an ordinary guy, who didn’t always get it 

right. 

 

But if there is one thing we can say about Peter, it is that he was 

devoted to God. Jesus trusted him to spread the message of God’s love, 

and he did everything in his power to do just that. 

 

So it must have been a really hard blow for him when he ended up in 

prison. Not because he committed a crime, but because the authorities 

didn’t like what he was saying about Jesus… 

 

They also made sure that there was absolutely no way – humanly 

possible – for him to escape. 4 sets of 4 guards… 2 guards were 

chained to him, 2 were standing at the door. Around the clock. 

 

I can just imagine him praying to God… At first, obviously, to not be 

caught by the authorities, because he was doing so well spreading the 
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Gospel! But that didn’t work out for him.  Then he probably prayed for a 

way to escape, but when those guards were chained to him, he most 

certainly started to accept that he was going to die soon. 

 

If it was me I would probably feel disappointed that God didn’t answer 

my prayers, especially after working so hard for him… But if Peter was 

thinking that God forgot about him, he was making a mistake. God didn’t 

answer those prayers of Peter, because he had something better in 

store. He was busy answering the prayers of Peter’s fellow Christians. 

 

Because, in the meantime, Peter’s fellow Christians all met in secret and 

prayed fervently for Peter. The Greek word used for “prayed fervently” is 

the same word that described Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane, it relates to 

a medical term describing the stretching of a muscle to its limits.  

 

Have you ever prayed like that? 

 

In any case, all these people were praying, fervently, all through the 

night, for Peter to be released. The next minute there’s a knock on the 

door. It’s Peter. 

 

“No way”, they say, “that’s impossible! He is in jail.” When the servant 

girl ran into the room saying that she heard Peter at the door, leaving 

him standing outside, his friends and fellow believers said to her: “You 

are out of your mind!” 

 

Can you see what’s happening here? They are praying for Peter to be 

released. God answers their prayer, sends an angel to rescue him 
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miraculously, and not one single person, even for a second, considers 

that their prayer might actually have been answered! 

 

They prayed with heart and soul, but they didn’t really believe that it 

would make a difference…  

 

The message of this story is quite obvious: God can answer prayers, 

even when it seems impossible; we just have to believe it.  

 

So let’s talk about praying. 

 

I think there are 2 extremes here: you get people who pray to get 

something from it. They pray solely to reap personal benefit from it. And 

unfortunately, if they pray for something and don’t get it, they very often 

lose their faith completely. 

 

Then you get people who understand what praying is all about, people 

who pray frequently, solemnly, because they feel that’s their duty as 

Christians, but using the same words every time, not really even thinking 

about what they are saying. It’s more like an empty ritual, something 

they feel they have to do, but on no level do they think their prayers will 

actually be able to turn their circumstances around. 

 

We need to know what we should be praying for when we call upon 

God. We need to be like the wee boy who had been sent to his room 

because he had been bad. A short time later he came out and said to his 

mum: "I've been thinking about what I did and I said a prayer." "That's 

good," she said, "if you ask God, he will help you." "I know that,” replied 
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the boy. “That’s why I didn't ask Him to help me to be good, I asked Him 

to help you put up with me" (Our Daily Bread, June 15). 

 

How should we pray then, you might wonder? Does prayer really make a 

difference? 

 

I truly believe that prayer is very powerful, and that it certainly can make 

a difference; that I’ve seen millions of times with my own eyes; but we 

need to have such a good relationship with God, that we’ll accept it if 

sometimes what we want is not the best thing for us. 

 

The easiest way to explain this, is if you think about the relationship 

between a parent and a child. I have two sons. My wee boy, Nehan, 

hasn’t known me as long as his older brother Henro.  

 

So sometimes it happens that Nehan asks me for something that isn’t 

good for him. When I am slicing an apple, for example, he might ask me 

for the sharp knife to play with. Obviously I’m not going to give it to him, 

and although he might not understand that yet and although it might 

upset him, in time he’ll understand why I said no.  

 

Henro is older, and he knows better. He knows not to ask for certain 

things, because he understands that sometimes the things that he 

wants, the things that lots of his friends are getting or doing, might not be 

good for him, and I’ll never say yes for something that’s bad for him. And 

he also understands that sometimes I have to say no, because there 

might be better things in store for him. He gets it, but that still doesn’t 

mean that he likes it when I say no. But on some level in his young mind 
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he fully understands that he is loved and safe in our relationship, and 

that makes him accepts the things he cannot change. 

 

And that is exactly how it works with us and God. God is our parent, our 

Father, and we are his children. He knows best, although we don’t 

always understand it. And the closer we grow to him, the better we get to 

know him, the easier it will be for us to understand that; to learn what we 

can ask for and what not. 

 

And actually, I want to tell you something interesting. I read this article in 

which it states the medical benefits of faith and prayer. Dr. Dale 

Matthews, an internist and associate professor of medicine at the 

Georgetown University Medical Centre in Washington, D.C., wrote the 

following: "Scientific knowledge has demonstrated the positive benefits 

of religion. I can say, as a physician and scientist – not just as a 

Christian – that, scientifically, prayer is good for you. The medical effects 

of faith on health are not a matter of faith, but of science" (Christian 

Today, January 6, 1997). 

 

So there you go! Praying until it feels as if you are stretching a muscle, is 

actually good for you! 

 

What happened that night with Peter and his friends changed their lives 

completely. They now had evidence that God answers prayers, even 

ones that feel impossible. 

 

What happened this past week here in this church also changed 

people’s lives – we needed kids to attend the Holiday Club, we needed 
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volunteers to make it happen, even at the last minute we needed a few 

things to get sorted. We prayed about it, and everything fell into place. 

 

We believe in an amazing God. God can do absolutely anything. Let’s 

live and pray like people who believe this. 

 

Amen 

 


