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Sermon 

28 August 2016 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Matthew 25:31-40 

Blythswood Care:  

Shoe Box Appeal  

 

One night a woman dreamed that she was having a conversation with 

God. She was angry about all the suffering she saw around her, so she 

complained to the Lord. “God, why don’t you do something about all 

this?”  

 

God gently replied: “I did. I created you.”  

 

Through us God wants to make a difference in the world. Taking care of 

the marginilized in society was very close to Jesus’ heart. He did 

everyting in his power to make people feel included, to make sure that 

their needs are catered for, that nobody who has met him will ever have 

to go away empty-handed.  

 

Our faith in God should make us an extention of what Jesus was.  

 

Nothing we do here on earth can ever make us deserve our salvation. 

Because God loves us, he saved us all through his grace in Jesus. 

Doing good deeds is thus the fruit of our salvation, our way of thanking 
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God for everything he did and still does for us; it’s not our ticket into 

heaven. It’s our way of showing the world that we believe in God.  

 

Unfortunately, over the years we’ve become more of a “talking” society 

that a “doing” society.  

 

While I was preparing my sermon I came across somebody’s 

interpretation of the passage we read for the times we live in today. He 

said: 

“I was hungry and you formed a humanities committee and discussed 

my hunger.  

I was imprisoned and you crept off quietly to your church and prayed for 

my release.  

I was naked and in your mind you debated the morality of my 

appearance.  

I was sick and you knelt and thanked God for your health.  

I was homeless and you preached to me of the spiritual shelter of the 

love of God.  

I was lonely and you left me by myself to go pray for me.  

You seem so close to God; but I am still very hungry, and lonely, and 

cold.” 

 

The thing is, if we only talk about doing good for Christ, the result is an 

empty and powerless faith… 

 

We can try and preach the Gospel to others – but if they are hungry, 

lonely, or cold, they are going to struggle to hear us. But once we’ve fed 

them, spent time with them and made sure that they are warm, it will be 

much easier for them to hear about the love of God… Actually, they 
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would have experienced it already and thus understand it so much 

better.  

 

Communicating the love of God to others is much easier to do through 

actions than words – because a shoe box filled with necessities, things 

that we cannot even imagine living without, can bring the message of 

God’s love to somebody who can’t even understand our language. And 

that’s but one example.  

 

But in receiving that box, they will understand what we want to say to 

them, although they’re not able to understand a word we say. The love 

of God can make us communicate over all kinds of boundaries and 

across plentiful borders. 

 

Actions speak so much louder than words. A Blythswood shoe box, a 

donation to any charity, a cuddle, a tissue, a listening ear, a bunch of 

flowers, an evening together, an invitation, emotional support… I can go 

on and on till next week this time. Actions speak so much louder than 

words. 

 

So let’s walk out these doors today and go spread the good news of the 

the love of God through what we do.  

 

Very often a kind deed leeds to that conversation God wants us to have 

with people: “But why are you so caring, so understanding, so helpful, so 

supportive… What have I ever done to derserve it?” And then that’s our 

cue to say that “I care about you because God cares about me. And 

about you!” 
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It’s not only about filling a shoebox, it’s about a way of life. Because 

Jesus said:  

“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat,  

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink,  

I was a stranger and you invited me in,  

I needed clothes and you clothed me,  

I was ill and you looked after me,  

I was in prison and you came to visit me… 

Truly I tell you, whatever you do for one of the least of these brothers 

and sisters of mine, you do for me.”  

 

May it never be said of us that we knew about someone suffering, but 

walked away as if it had nothing to do with us. There is no such thing as 

chance – if you meet somebody, see somebody, or even just hear about 

somebody who needs help – that’s because God wanted you to meet or 

see or hear about that person.  

 

And if that happens, do something about it! You might think that you are 

too busy, that you are dealing with your own issues at the moment, that 

you don’t have the means to make a difference, but you will be 

surprised!  

 

If you are willing to grab the opportunity with both hands, God will give 

you what you need. And by caring, you won’t only make somebody elses 

life better, you’ll also make your own life better, and it will be as if you 

are doing it for Jesus himself. 
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May God grant us the grace to go through life with open hands, but also 

with open ears and open eyes, so we won’t ever miss an opportunity to 

be who he intended us to be.  

 

Amen 

 

 


