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Sermon 

4 September 2016 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Luke 14:25-33 

(Holy Communion) 

 

Okay. So I’m sure at least some of you went “what?!”, when you heard 

the reading this morning. I know I did! Did Jesus really say that if we 

don’t HATE our fathers and mothers, husbands, wives and children, 

brothers and sisters, even our own lives, we cannot be his disciples? 

 

Last I heard God was a God of LOVE! Why would Jesus ask his 

followers to HATE others? 

 

Well, here we come back to what I always say:  

We cannot understand the Biblical message properly if we don’t take the 

context and original meaning of the text into consideration… 

 

And I want to illustrate this to you by using a very recent example.        

On Thursday evening my wee boy Nehan was stung by as wasp. I was 

busy tidying up the kitchen and André was on his way to do a house 

visit. The poor child got such a fright, and it must have been really sore, 

because the noise he made could probably be heard miles away!! So 

André and I ran to him, and in between sobs he explained what 
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happened. André took one look at his hand and said that he would be 

okay. 

I ran to the computer to Google what we are supposed to do, as neither 

of us had ever been stung by a wasp, and then I shouted at André to put 

some ice on the wound. To which I got no reply. “André?” I said, thinking 

that he maybe didn’t hear me over Nehan’s sobs; still no answer. At that 

point I got up… and realised that he wasn’t there anymore.  

 

He’d left to go do his visit!! I could not believe my eyes! His child had just 

been stung by a wasp for the 1st time. He was upset like never before, in 

pain, and could well be allergic to wasp stings and I had no real idea 

how to treat it and make him feel better. And André carries on with his 

plans as if nothing happened…  

 

When I told him I was going to tell the story in church today, he said, “Go 

ahead, I know at least the men will understand where I came from!” 

Because when he came home and I gave him a telling off, he shrugged 

and said that there was nothing he could do. “What on earth are you 

upset about woman?!” 

 

The 2 of us looked at that same situation from different perspectives.  

 

So you can probably imagine that people who lived 2000 years ago in a 

different country with a different culture interpreted things a little 

differently from the way we might interpret things today… 

 

In the first century, people thought in extremes; in opposites.                  

If it wasn’t day, it was night. The word “dusk” comes from a later time!    

If it wasn’t right, it was wrong.                                                                                 
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Nothing in between; no mitigating circumstances; no exceptions to the 

rule. 

Everything black or white, in comparison to this very grey world we live 

in today.  

 

Technically speaking then, in the first century you either loved somebody 

or you hated them; politely liking somebody wasn’t an option! 

 

The Greek word used here in the text for “hate” is “miseo”, a word that 

indicates placing one value over another. It can be translated as “hate”, 

“detest”, “denounce”, or “to love less”. 

 

And this last option is how I would translate that sentence today, in our 

context: “If you don’t love your mother and father, husband or wife and 

children, brothers and sisters, even your own life LESS than you love 

Jesus, you cannot be his follower.” 

 

In other words: Jesus has to come first; over and above everything else 

in your life, even the people you love most, the people you can’t imagine 

your life without – Jesus has to take priority over even them… 

 

But the further implication of this statement is that if you give Jesus the 

1st place in your life, and you follow him no matter what, you will do your 

best to live in the same way he did, which means that you will love all 

these people with all your heart, because that is what Jesus did and 

what he expect his followers to do… 
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This was really important to Luke. In his Gospel, Luke focuses on all the 

people who were marginalised in society – the women, widows, children, 

outcasts – those who were not protected by the normal rules of society. 

 

For a Jew, to honour your father and mother was the 2nd most important 

of all the commandments. Family was so important to them that very 

often nothing else mattered. And this we can see in the Gospel 

according to Matthew. Matthew wrote his Gospel for a Jewish, law-

abiding audience, and tones down this statement a little: He says that 

Jesus said: “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not 

worthy of me”. 

 

But Luke was concerned for those who didn’t have a family. He wanted 

them to know that although families took care of each other very well, 

and you could literally not survive without you family in those days, God 

will take care of his followers even better. Those who choose to believe 

in God will become part of a surrogate family, where God is the Father, 

and he will NEVER allow any of his children to fall through the safety net 

of his love (like what sometimes happened in ordinary families). 

 

That’s why you, and your whole family, should choose to follow Jesus. 

Because, if God is your number one, instead of any of your family 

members or even yourself, you WILL be well taken care of. 

 

So quite complicated, but also very straight forward – choose!             

You either choose for Jesus or against him.                                             

If you choose for him, it has huge implications for your life, and you have 

to count the cost carefully. 

 



5 

 

Because choosing him implies carrying a cross, it doesn’t imply 

moonshine and roses. 

 

Luke then gives a couple of examples of counting the costs. In our 

everyday lives we don’t make decisions lightly. We shouldn’t do that in 

regards to our faith either. Because whatever you choose for, your 

identity will no doubt be shaped by it. 

 

Nobody will ever even consider building a tower without calculating the 

costs first. Because starting and then not being able to finish is worse 

than not building it in the first place. 

 

No king will willingly go into battle against an enemy with an army twice 

the size of his own one. He will calculate the cost, realize that losing his 

men is worse than losing his honour, and then rather try to negotiate 

peace for the sake of his soldiers’ survival. 

 

And just like that, we should make a calculated choice to follow Jesus. 

Because, just like any other choice, this will have consequences for our 

lives. Having to carry a cross is not easy. Especially if so many people 

around us opt for “the good life”, an easy life with little commitments and 

lots of empty pleasures. 

 

But people like these remind me a little of someone building a tower 

without counting the cost first… Because where is this lifestyle leading 

them? Nowhere. 

 

And on this journey we call life, nobody wants to end up nowhere. 
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We want to live meaningful lives. 

 

We get confronted with choices all the time. We need to choose what 

path we want to follow – there’s never only one way to go. 

 

My family’s been confronted with a tremendously big decision recently – 

André’s been chosen to preach as sole nominee at Balerno Parish 

Church on the 11th of September. 

 

And if that goes well, what will he do? (Which won’t affect my work here 

in West Calder/Polbeth in any way, by the way; the only thing that will 

change is my address and probably telephone number!) 

 

Will he choose to go, to a new parish with lots of unknown issues and 

people we’ve never met before, or will he choose to stay, where 

everything is familiar and well-known? Where his whole family is happy? 

 

These were the questions in my head, until I read the lectionary text for 

today, and I realised that these are not the right questions to ask.        

The only question I should ask, is: “Where does God want him to go?” 

And that’s where he should go, no matter what. Because if he chooses 

the right path, God will smooth the way – for him and everybody else 

involved. 

 

Have you got to make any important decisions in your life at the 

moment? Are you wondering what to do about a specific situation? Do 

you need to change your attitude about something that’s happened to 

you recently? 
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No matter whether it’s a life-changing decision, or just a small matter: 

Never choose to love anything or anybody MORE THAN God. Put God 

first, and he will make everything else fall into place as well. 

 

It’s not an easy choice, but it’s the right one. 

Why would you choose to carry a cross if you could choose to go 

through life with no burdens on your shoulders?                               

Because that cross is the key to a meaningful, and eventually 

everlasting, life.                                                                                                         

I don’t even want to consider the alternative… 

 

To follow Jesus is not an easy choice, but it’s the right one. 

 

Amen 

 


