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By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Mark 14:1-11 

Stewardship: Money 

 

If you listen to the news, if you listen to the talk on the street, you almost 

can’t help thinking: What is becoming of this world? Things are changing 

from shocking to almost unbelievable to completely bizarre! 

 

But what can we do about this? We can’t pretty well escape everything, 

jump off the earth and go live on the moon somewhere…Because this is 

where we are, this world is our home. So all we can do is to make life 

work here. 

 

If you look at the world, and look closely, I think that in amongst 

everything that is going on, you’ll be able to notice that something is 

missing… The church. 

 

Where’s the church in all this chaos? Can you see it? The church 

shouldn’t be at the fringes of what is going on in the world, it should be 

right there in the centre of everything – guiding, giving direction. 

 

In the middle of the good stuff and the messy stuff, in the middle of the 

business and the quiet, everywhere! 
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I don’t know how many of you know the “Where’s Wally”- books, but if 

you look on the front cover of your order of service you’ll see an example 

of one. These books are filled with pictures of different scenes, busy 

scenes, and on every single one of these pages you’ll find Wally, in his 

red and white outfit with his round glasses.  

 

Sometimes it’s easy to spot him, sometimes it’s not, but he IS THERE, 

on every single page. And my 2 boys can spend hours looking for him! 

 

And that’s how I visualise the role of the church in the world: In every 

single scene, in every possible scenario, there the church should be too. 

Just easier to see than Wally, because the church is not only 1 person, 

the church is a whole congregation! 

 

In the markets, in the playgrounds, at the beach, on holiday, at the 

school, in the shops, in parliament, at work… think of a setting, and the 

church should be there as well. Because if the church is at the heart of 

every community, all the time, making a difference, then this world will 

become a better place. 

 

The crucial question we have to ask ourselves is: If we as a church close 

our doors today, will our community miss us? 

 

If we do what we are supposed to do as a church, no community will be 

able to flourish without a church in its midst!  

 

But how can we make sure that the church does what is it supposed to 

do? By being good stewards. By using the gifts God give us to his glory. 
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Stewardship. We hear the word stewardship often in the church – but 

what does it mean? 

 

In 2011 the General Assembly instructed all churches to participate in 

the National Stewardship Programme. Stewardship is a way of life that 

calls believers in Christ to: 

 receive God’s gifts with gratitude;  

 cultivate these gifts responsibly;  

 share them sacrificially;  

 and return these gifts with increase to God. 

 

A couple of years ago we as a congregation looked at our gifts of time, 

last year we spoke about our talents, and this year we are focussing on 

money. 

 

A biblical story of “stewardship” is found in Mark chapter 14:1-11, our 

reading this morning. It is the story of the woman who poured her life 

savings over Jesus as he reclines as a guest in Simon’s house.  

 

The woman gives Jesus everything she possesses. The other people 

there see this act as a terrible waste! A few drops of her ointment would 

have been more than adequate to express her respect, but she pours 

the whole lot over him.  

 

This outpouring was an act of sacrificial giving, something that can be 

difficult for us to comprehend as we often think in terms of economy of 

time, money and resources.  
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But this woman grasped something that wasn’t obvious to the other 

people around that table. Let’s take a quick look at this story: 

 

In verse 1 and 2 the story starts with the chief priests and teachers of the 

law looking for a way to arrest and kill Jesus. These 2 verses could just 

as well have been followed by verse 10, where Judas Iscariot goes to 

these people and offers to betray Jesus to them – in exchange for 

money. 

 

But right in the middle of this story, Mark interrupts himself to tell us 

about the woman who anointed Jesus.  

 

Throughout his Gospel Mark often does this – every time to place 

emphasis on a really significant event. 

 

We might not be able to completely grasp what happened there that day, 

but it was huge. 

 

This woman was on a mission and she wasn’t going to let anyone or 

anything stop her. She wasn’t even supposed to be in that room – men 

dined alone in those days. 

 

But she takes this alabaster jar of expensive oil, oil that was imported 

from India and very precious, and she lavishly pours it all out over Jesus. 

 

As you read this you can almost hear the other people in the company 

gasp! What was she thinking?! That oil could have been sold for 300 

silver coins, LOADS of poor people could have been fed with that 

money!! 



5 
 

But this woman grasped something about Jesus his friends around the 

table would only understand later, namely that Jesus was going to give 

his life for her, and therefore she wanted to give her life to him – 

everything she was and everything she owned. 

 

That’s what sacrificial giving is. She didn’t just give him a wee token of 

her appreciation, she gave him everything!! And that’s what all of us 

should do if we truly understand what Jesus did for us. 

 

But we should do it responsibly – because God didn’t only put us in 

charge of his church here on earth, he put us in charge of our own lives 

too – we need to take care of our families and those around us as well. 

 

Jesus doesn’t expect us to go empty our bank accounts and give all the 

money to the church, because how will we then be able to be good 

stewards towards our families? 

 

But his story reminds us that giving just a wee token of our time, talents 

and money to stop us from feeling guilty, is not enough. We need to give 

God everything we can – because he gave us EVERYTHING. 

 

And if every single one of us does just that, nobody will ever need to 

look around and ask: Where is the church? Because the church will be 

there.  

 

Even in those places you won’t expect the church to be, like in a woman 

anointing her Saviour at a men-only meal, doing something that make 

heads turn, that make others stop in their tracks… 
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If all of us do that – then the church will be visible. The church will be 

busy making a difference. The church will be where we are. Because 

WE are the church. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 


