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Sermon 

19 February 2017 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: Mark 12:41-44 

Stewardship reflection 

 

A rich man was determined to give his mother a birthday present that 

would outshine all others. He read of a bird that had a vocabulary of 

4000 words, could speak in numerous languages and was able to sing 3 

opera numbers. He immediately bought the bird for £30,000 and had it 

delivered to his mother. The next day he phoned to see if she had 

received the bird.  

 

"What did you think of the bird?" he asked. She replied, "It was 

delicious." 

 

Obviously she did not know the purpose of the bird! 

 

If you don’t know the purpose of something – things can go terribly 

wrong! 

 

Our purpose here is on earth is to make a difference. To be the 

instruments through which God’s will can be done. 
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And it’s important that we realise this – otherwise we might just find 

ourselves in a “talking bird becomes dinner” situation! 

 

The widow in our reading understood her purpose, and she also 

understood that she was 100% dependent on God to fulfil this purpose. 

She didn’t have anything, and she knew that in her own power she 

wasn’t going to be able to make a difference at all. 

 

In contrast to her, the teachers of the law didn’t seem to understand their 

purpose at all. Their name explains exactly what they were supposed to 

do: teach the law; but in the passage before the one we read, Jesus 

said: “Watch out for the teachers of the law. They like to walk around in 

flowing robes and be greeted in the market places, and have the most 

important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at 

banquets. They devour widows’ houses and for a show make lengthy 

prayers.” 

 

They were the important people who had to teach the rest of society how 

God expected them to live, yet they did the complete opposite. 

 

Nobody expected anything from a poor widow in those days though, yet 

she taught everybody a very important lesson about what it means to 

belong to God. 

 

Jesus watched as people put their offerings in the offering boxes at the 

Temple. There were 13 of these offering boxes, lined along the outside 

of one of the Temple courtyards. They looked like trumpets, and it was 

quite a show to watch people go by and toss their coins into the horns. 

The noise would be a loud and clear indication of how much the person 
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was giving! And the teachers of the law would make quite a show of their 

offerings. 

 

In contrast to them, the widow humbly gives her last two, almost 

worthless, coins. It was all she had to live on.  

 

Through this story Jesus teaches us that it’s never the amount given that 

matters, but the cost to the giver. It’s not the size of the gift but the 

sacrifice of the gift.  

 

Actually, this story isn’t about the money, it’s about the attitude it was 

given with. It’s about that widow’s heart. That’s what she put in the 

Temple treasury that day, her whole heart. She was totally committed. 

 

So Jesus contrasted two different types of people. Those who put a lot 

in, but their heart wasn’t in the right place. It was more about themselves 

than about the Kingdom. Then, there was the widow who literally put in 

her whole life. What a difference! 

 

If we truly understand our purpose here on earth, we should be like that 

widow. Devoting everything we are and everything we have to God, 

because we KNOW he will take care of us. Our hearts should be in the 

right place. 

 

We shouldn’t say: “What can I get out of church?” Because that’s not the 

right attitude. We should rather say: “What can I put into the church?”  

 

And this will be different for everybody. Whether it’s time you have to 

give, something that is very costly in our society today; whether you can 
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use your talents to benefit the church and make this world a better place 

for others; or whether you can make a financial contribution to keep the 

church running, as long as your heart is in the right place, you’ll be 

fulfilling your purpose here on earth.  

 

So let’s say thank you to God for all the many blessings we receive out 

of his hands every day by having the right attitude towards life. We have 

so much to be thankful for. And even when we go through challenging 

times and life is hard, God will never leave our sides. Who wouldn’t want 

to devote themselves wholeheartedly to a God like that?! 

 

Let’s LIVE our thank-you, so that this church, this village and this world 

can become the place God wants it to be. 

 

Amen 


