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Sermon 

7 January 2018 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: John  1:35-51 

 

 

Believe it or not – today is the first Sunday in 2018! A good Sunday to 

reflect, and think, and plan for the year ahead. 

 

We went up north to visit South African friends for Hogmanay. They 

invited other South Africans too – so in the end we had a truly South 

African party in the north of Scotland!  

 

5 minutes before it would be midnight in South Africa, 2 hours before it 

would be midnight here, we decided to stream an Afrikaans radio 

station, so we could do the countdown with our friends and family and 

toast to their health in the New Year. 

 

So we tuned in to “Radio-Sonder-Grense” (translated as “Radio Without 

Borders”), and guess what the very last song was that they played in 

2017? Not the South African national anthem or an Afrikaans folk 

melody of some kind. No. The very last song that played all over South 

Africa in 2017 was The Flower of Scotland! We all sat around that table 

and couldn’t believe our ears! 
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It was as if South Africa was thinking about us too as we were thinking 

about them!! 

 

Of all the people there that night, we only knew one couple before we 

moved to Scotland. The others became acquaintances – and later 

friends – here, in a country far away from where we were all born. 

 

I guess that is just the way life works – things happen, we go to places 

and do things alongside others, and then we start walking this journey 

through life together. Without planning it, without making a big deal 

about it – it just happens… 

 

I imagine that it was very similar for Jesus’ first disciples. Random 

people, who had a few things in common, one after the other became 

his followers and would soon form a group of close friends who would 

change the history of the world – without planning any of it, of course… 

 

The Gospel according to John always says things a little differently from 

the other 3 Gospels. This could be because it was written quite some 

time after the others, and probably because the author was influenced 

by the worldview of his time as well. 

 

He looks at the same story from a different angle. And on a reflective 

Sunday like today, at the start of a new year, looking at life from a 

different angle, could be exactly what we need to set our priorities right. 

 

What I find very interesting in the Gospel according to John, is the way 

in which the first disciples start following Jesus. Apart from one, Jesus 

isn’t really calling them to follow him – it just happens… 
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Listen to this wee story, our reading through the eyes of Andrew:  

 

Andrew, A Follower Of John (from Spill the Beans, issue 25-1) 

 

I was a follower of John,  

John who they called John the Baptist.   

Yesterday John baptised a man called Jesus.   

Jesus was local.  

I’d seen him about.   

 

Today as Jesus walked past us,  

John said that Jesus was the Lamb of God.   

I wasn’t sure what John meant  

but he obviously thought that Jesus was important,  

so my friend and I went to talk with Jesus and find out more.   

 

We called Jesus ‘teacher’ and we asked him where he was staying.  

He told us to come and see.  

 

We stayed with Jesus all day,  

listening and talking and asking questions.   

 

I went and found my brother Simon,  

I’m Andrew by the way,  

and I told him about Jesus.  

 

I told him that we’d found the promised one, the Messiah!  

Simon was curious.   
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I brought Simon to meet Jesus and Jesus looked him up and down and 

gave him a new name.  

He told Simon that he would call him Peter.  

If you had met my brother you would have laughed at that.  

Peter means a rock.  

Peter was certainly solid, and he could be stubborn too.   

 

My brother and I, we were the first disciples of Jesus.   

 

The next day Jesus found two more people who he asked to come with 

us.  

 

One was called Philip, he was from Bethsaida, the same place as us.  

Jesus said to Philip, ‘Follow me!’ and Philip did, no ifs, no buts, no 

hesitation.    

 

Nathaniel, however, who Philip brought to meet Jesus was different all 

together.  

Nathaniel was full of questions.  

He’d heard about Jesus.  

He knew that Jesus came from Nazareth, a place that didn’t impress 

him.   

He asked Philip, ‘Can anything good come from Nazareth?’  and Philip 

said to Nathaniel what Jesus had said to us: ‘Come and see!’.    

 

And Nathaniel came and saw, and talked and listened… and stayed.   

 

So now there were four of us,  

all local lads,  
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travelling with Jesus.    

 

Travelling on. 

 

Family, friends, acquaintances – talking to each other about what 

happened to them, that they met Jesus – and then the people who hear 

the story want to meet him too. The most natural thing in the world! 

 

Like when we talk about a good film we’ve seen or a good restaurant 

we’ve been to, and then our family and friends go there too. That’s how 

we operate. 

 

It’s almost as if those 4 people became Jesus’ disciples because they 

were just in the right place at the right time. Or because they knew the 

right people.  

 

But then – does anything ever really just happen? Is there such a thing 

as chance? Co-incidence? 

 

I don’t think so… I think God sends us on certain paths, alongside 

certain people… For a reason. 

 

So here WE are today – a group of people who all have at least one 

thing in common – our faith. And we are here in the church on the 7th 

day of the year 2018. 

 

And not a single one of us knows exactly what lies ahead of us in this 

new year. And this thought is both daunting and exciting at the same 

time. 



6 
 

Those 4 disciples that started following Jesus also had no idea what lay 

ahead of them. But meeting Jesus, they just knew that they didn’t really 

have a choice – they had to walk the journey with him. They must have 

been wondering what it would be like to be with Jesus, and Jesus said: 

“Come and see.” 

 

He didn’t tell them exactly what would happen or what it would be like to 

be his followers, to become his closest friends. All he said was: “Come 

and see.” 

 

And I think that at the start of the year 2018 Jesus is saying exactly the 

same thing to us too: “Come and see.” 

 

Let’s venture into this New Year together – as a congregation, as 

brothers and sisters in faith, as followers of Jesus.  

 

Let’s go and see what God has in store for us. 

 

And let’s take others along with us. 

 

I think sometimes we make the mistake of thinking that sharing the 

Gospel-message with others has to be a big thing. That we have to have 

a certain type of personality to do it and that some kind of a huge 

gesture is expected if we want others to hear us. 

 

But you know, actually, sharing the message of the love of God with 

others should be the most natural thing for us to do… It shouldn’t just be 

a new year’s resolution; it should be a part of who we are, always. It 
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should shine through us, making others want to come with us and see 

for themselves. 

 

We meet lots of different people as we journey through life – people like 

Philip who will respond to Jesus’ call without any hesitation; people like 

Nathanael who are doubtful and full of questions. But the amazing thing 

about leading people to Jesus is that we don’t have to convince them of 

anything. All we need to do is introduce them to Jesus, and he will do 

the rest himself.  

 

Following Jesus was the best decision Andrew, Simon, Philip and 

Nathanael could ever make. Living so close to Jesus, learning so much 

from him, was the highlight of their lives. But getting to love him and then 

witnessing him suffer and die, was the hardest thing they ever had to do. 

 

Easy days and hard days; fun things and complicated things; interesting 

questions and difficult questions – that’s life. 

 

So what will 2018 have in store for you? Come and see! I can’t promise 

that it will all be sunshine and laughter; there is a good chance that there 

will be rain and tears too; but the one thing I can assure you – if you 

walk into your future with Jesus by your side – you’ll never look back! 

 

Nothing happens by chance. We are all here, in this village, in this 

church, in this New Year – because God wants us to be here. So let’s 

take note of our fellow travellers and be there for them, laugh with them, 

dance with them, cry with them – because all our paths have crossed for 

a reason. 
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Through believing in God, we are all connected. And we are never 

alone. 

 

Let’s go into this New Year with hope and trust, let’s go and see and 

enjoy what God has in store for us! 

 

Amen 

 


