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Sermon 
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By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: John 2:1-11 

 

When is it the right time to do something?  

 

We very often put off doing things we want to do, or doing things we 

know we ought to do, because we think: “It is not the right time”. And 

unfortunately, by always waiting for just the right time, some things never 

get done. 

 

I think that this uncertainty we have in us, is just part of human nature. 

We are not sure what the outcome will be, we are afraid of the unknown, 

and therefore, we tread very cautiously into our future; we keep putting 

off things because we are scared of change. We just don’t have any 

guarantees that if we act boldly, the outcome will be a happy one. So we 

try to keep things exactly as they are… 

 

Like I said, that’s just part of human nature. And the fact that in our 

reading we saw that Jesus felt exactly the same, shows us his human 

side too. 

 

Let’s take a look at what happened at that wedding in Cana.  
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This was right at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 

 

He has called his first disciples, but he’s not done anything to make 

people realise who he was yet. 

 

I’ve always found it quite fascinating that the very first miracle Jesus did, 

was to turn water into wine at a wedding. 

 

I mean – seriously? Healing people, changing lives, these are the kind of 

things we would expect the Son of God to do. 

 

But making sure that the groom is not embarrassed by a lack of alcohol 

at his wedding – that doesn’t sound like a very “holy” thing to do now, 

does it?! 

 

Although, saying that – can you imagine what would happen at a 

wedding today if a couple of hours into the reception the bar staff 

announces that all that they have left to drink is orange juice? People 

would be disappointed; people would be upset; because they would 

expect to have something a wee bit stronger than orange juice to drink 

at a wedding!! 

 

But we need to remember that that is today – and we can never read the 

Bible without keeping the proper context in mind. 

 

We need to remember that in Biblical times: 

 A wedding ceremony didn’t last for only one evening, like it does 

today; it lasted for a whole week (so it would be more difficult to 

know exactly how much wine was needed); 
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 That the guests were all obliged to bring wine with them to the 

wedding reception (so in actual fact, running out of wine probably 

says more about the guests than about the groom); 

 That being shamed in public for not having enough wine at your 

wedding would cost you dearly in those days, it wouldn’t just 

cause embarrassment that over time would be forgotten about – it 

could change your social status and ruin the rest of you and your 

family’s life; 

 That wine in those days was nothing like the wine we get today. 2 

parts wine were diluted with 3 parts water – and this could have 

something to do with the fact that the water wasn’t all that clean, 

and it was scarce as well – so the fermented grapes probably did 

something similar to the water that the chemicals we add to water 

today does (so it was more about having something to drink, than 

running out of wine specifically)… 

 The top table at the wedding wouldn’t look nearly as nice as our 

top table here in church today; the men would recline on the floor, 

and the women (who were guests too!) would serve them. There 

wouldn’t be any Maître’ D’s, wedding planners or waiters around. 

 That’s why Jesus’ mum would know about them running out of 

wine, because, just like all the other women there, she would 

want the serving to run smoothly. 

 

So at this wedding, the first social event Jesus attended with his new 

disciples, his mum calls him to the side and quietly says: “They have no 

more wine.”  
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And she probably did that with that look only a mother can give you: 

“They have no more wine.” Meaning: “They have no more wine. So what 

are you going to do about it?!” 

 

I can almost see Jesus making his back straight, thinking: “MUM! Why 

are you looking at me? That’s not my problem!” But Jesus says: “My 

TIME has not yet come.” 

 

He probably doesn’t feel ready yet. He knew God expected great things 

of him… But here, at a wedding, sorting out the wine crisis? This was 

probably not at all how he imagined starting his public ministry! With 

something so ordinary… 

 

Jesus didn’t feel that it was the right time, but somehow, his mum knew. 

Like mums just know. 

 

But then Jesus does it. His first miracle. He turns the water into wine. 

Quietly, without making a big fuss about it.  

 

Most people there probably didn’t even know that the wine ran out in the 

first place. But discreetly, without causing anybody any embarrassment, 

Jesus sorts it out. 

 

His first miracle – showing exactly who he was – someone who would 

never think anything was too small or unimportant to justify him spending 

time on it. Jesus wasn’t only going to do great things, he was going to do 

ordinary things in a great way too…  
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The thing is, John never talks about “miracles”. He calls all the miracles 

Jesus does “signs”. Like a hand pointing in a particular direction, the 

sign points us to the one this is all about.  

 

These “signs” are not acts in and for themselves. That is like saying it is 

the hand that points that is the miracle.  

 

Discussing the sign only, is like going to a restaurant and discussing the 

menu all night long, without eating the delicious food it lists. 

 

The things Jesus did were signs, signs to point us to God, signs to 

remind us that whether it’s a big thing or a small thing that makes us feel 

as if our world is falling apart – God is a part of our world – and 

therefore, we will be okay. 

 

And you know, maybe now is the time for us as a church to realise that 

too. We are a sign. Our church even has a steeple, pointing up to 

heaven, showing all the passers-by who is in charge of the world. 

 

The signs didn’t disappear when Jesus went to God in heaven. Because 

God gave all believers his Spirit – we should now be that finger pointing 

to him.  

 

Especially in this day and age where so many things go wrong, where so 

few people know where to look for the answers… 

 

Our story today saves the best wine till last. This is not what normally 

happens. Indeed, the way to get people engaged and enthused at a 
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concert, or to keep them reading a book, is to make sure that the 

beginning is good.  

 

But in our relationships in the church it is often a case of the best comes 

later. This is the natural pattern of faith. It is through the journey and the 

experience that comes from that faithful travelling, where our 

relationships grow, and our faith matures and develops.  

 

The wedding at Cana was just the beginning of great things to come.  

Jesus did this first miracle in the exact same way he would do all the 

others. He didn’t provide just wine, but good wine.  He didn’t provide just 

enough, but an abundance. 

 

And this should remind us that God gives us everything we need. 

Always.  

 

Even though it doesn’t always look the way we expected it to look. 

Sometimes, he’ll take our crisis away; but sometimes he’ll just give us 

the strength we need to see us through the crisis.  

 

One thing we should never forget – is that no matter how big or how 

small our problem – God is in it with us. 

 

So when is the right time to take a bold step in faith and do what God 

expects us to do? NOW. Because if we wait for a time when it feels right 

– when we have more wisdom, more time, more experience – we are 

never going to do it… 
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God invites us all to a feast like no other, like nothing we have seen 

before. Let’s show others the way there too, by living like people who 

believe in a God who cannot only turn water into wine, but whose love 

for us is endless. 

 

Now isn’t THAT something to celebrate?! 

 

Amen 


