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Text: John 2:13-25 

 

Who are the people you get the angriest at? Think about this for a little 

while… We get angry at people who say silly things on the telly. We get 

angry at people at the shops if they do things to annoy us. We get angry 

at all kinds of people – but usually this anger is short-lived. 

 

The people we get the angriest at, are the people closest to us…  

 

And I think this is the case, for 2 reasons: 

 Firstly, because deep down we know that no matter what we say 

or do, they won’t stop loving us; 

 And secondly, because we are close to them, we feel that it is 

worthwhile disagreeing with them, because we want to make sure 

that they understand our point of view; that they get where we are 

coming from. 

 

If I disagree with someone who doesn’t play an important role in my life 

– it’s very easy for me to just let it go. Because who cares what they 

think anyway? I feel it’s not worth wasting my time and energy arguing a 

point with someone I’ll probably never see again. 
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Saying that – personally I don’t like arguing or disagreeing with anybody, 

ever. So I will avoid it if I can. But sometimes… 

 

André is an amazing husband. And he does so many things to make me 

really happy. But sometimes, oh sometimes… I feel as if I can strangle 

him! If he can’t see my point, I’ll not let go of the subject until he does, 

even though I know this annoys him quite a bit. 

 

Why? Because I love him, I need him to understand where I’m coming 

from. I need him to be on my side. 

 

And that is exactly what I think happened when Jesus walked into that 

temple at Passover time, and he saw what was going on there. 

 

Meek and mild, calm and loving Jesus, got angry. Because he cared. 

Because loving and worshipping God was his first priority, and the one 

place people could go do that, wasn’t holy anymore. 

 

So Jesus decided to pick a fight. He chose his battle carefully. He knew 

people would get angry at him. But it was important to him that they 

realised what they were doing, it was important to him that they 

understood why what they were doing was wrong. 

 

We need to remember that for the Jews, it was very important to worship 

God. So people would travel from far and wide to attend the festivals in 

the temple in Jerusalem. 

 

I think it’s fair to say that for the Jews, Jerusalem was the centre of the 

world. Because of the hills there, pilgrims literally travelled “up to 
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Jerusalem”, and making the journey there to meet God was an essential 

part of their lives. 

 

Once they got there, they would bring offerings of animals or birds, and 

in this way the priest would intercede for them with God for forgiveness 

of sins or thanksgiving.  

 

But as you can imagine, if you have to travel to the temple for quite a 

few days, bringing these animals with you wouldn’t be easy. 

 

So the custom started that people who had to travel some distance to 

get to the temple, instead of bringing animals or birds to sacrifice along, 

could bring money and purchase what they needed from the temple 

staff. 

 

The payments of these items, however, could not be made in foreign 

currencies like Roman denarii, which contained pagan symbols and the 

images of emperors. Therefore the money had to be exchanged for the 

appropriate temple currency. The result was that the temple also 

became a major money exchange. 

 

And this is the background to what happened in our reading. 

 

Making these offerings was supposed to bring you closer to God, but 

over time it became more about the actual offerings, the rituals; and less 

about God. 

 

The means to communicate with God became more important than God 

himself. And it was as if the people didn’t realise this. 
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And that is what upset Jesus so much. Because it was supposed to be 

about meeting God!! Not about the customs and the rituals. 

 

But the Scribes and the Pharisees laid down lots of rules, rules about 

every single wee thing, with lots of fine print, and according to them, if 

these rules weren’t followed exactly, it wouldn’t be possible for people to 

come into the presence of God at all. 

 

What these people obviously couldn’t see and understand yet, was that 

it would soon be possible for them to talk to God without having to make 

a sacrifice. 

 

Jesus himself would soon become the very last sacrifice ever to be 

made. After his resurrection they would be able to communicate with 

God anywhere, anytime, through Jesus. 

 

Up until that time the temple was understood as the presence of God. 

That was the only place a meeting with God could take place. 

 

But now Jesus became the presence of God.  

 

So in a sense, God was standing right in front of those people, but 

because they were so focused on doing things in a certain way, they 

didn’t realise it! 

 

And that’s why Jesus made a fuss – because he wanted them to see 

that, to understand that. He wanted them to realise that God didn’t 
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expect them to do rituals and bring sacrifices; that they could talk to him 

anywhere, any time. 

 

Looking back on everything that happened there, on how hard and 

disappointing it must have been for Jesus to realise that God’s own 

children didn’t understand what it meant to be in a relationship with him;  

I think we should regards ourselves as very fortunate that we can 

understand it today… 

*** 

We come to church on a Sunday to worship God, we set aside an hour 

in our week to do nothing but think about God and our relationship with 

him. And we need that, because we lead busy lives; and if we don’t 

make this conscious effort to worship God, we might just never do it… 

 

But we all know very well that that doesn’t mean that the only place we 

can meet God is here in the church. 

 

God it with us always and everywhere. Within these walls and outside 

these walls. We don’t have to do anything before we can talk to him – 

we can just talk away, and he’ll listen. 

 

Jesus in a sense became the temple out and about in our 

neighbourhood. 

*** 

So that day, in the temple, Jesus got rid of everything that obstructed 

people’s way to get to God. 
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It might sound as if what Jesus did led to messy chaos, but in actual 

fact, He tidied up the temple. He got rid of everything that wasn’t 

supposed to be there. 

 

How do you get rid of the rubbish in your life? 

 

Over time, dust and clutter accumulate everywhere. If we don’t ever tidy 

up and clean our houses, it will become a health hazard to live there. We 

will forget about things that we have, and the beauty of our surroundings 

will get lost. 

 

I don’t know about you, but there are not many things that make me as 

happy as a nice, clean and tidy house. Everything in its place, that clean, 

fresh smell – it makes it so much easier to enjoy life. 

 

Because when it’s messy it’s hard to find anything, it’s hard to focus on 

what needs to be done, even a small task seems to be almost undoable 

– psychologists say that too much clutter can even make you feel 

depressed. 

 

So whether we like it or not, we have to keep our houses in a good state. 

 

The same is true for our lives. We carry so much unnecessary emotional 

baggage with us. 

 

We bog ourselves down under the weight of emotional stress, or we set 

our standards impossibly high. 
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We do things because we think it expected of us and we keep up a front 

when we are around other people. 

 

We force ourselves to be stronger than we have to be and other 

people’s opinions of us matter way too much. 

 

But you know, life shouldn’t be that hard! Jesus came to earth to teach 

us that! 

 

He’s forgiven you for every single thing you have ever done wrong. So 

stop carrying the guilt with you all the time. 

 

He doesn’t expect you to be anybody else but just exactly who you are. 

So forget the image the media or the people around you portray of the 

perfect person, and just be yourself. 

 

And most importantly – stop trying to get life right all by yourself. In 

Jesus, and through his Spirit, God is with you. You don’t have to face a 

single challenge on your own! 

 

So grab that duster, broom, hoover or whatever it is you need, and get 

rid of all the rubbish in your life. 

 

God loves you just the way you are.  

 

And if you remember this, you WILL be the best version of yourself, 

because you’ll know that God isn’t only to be found in certain places, he 

isn’t only reachable through doing certain rituals – he is everywhere, 

always. 
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When you are on top of the world, he is there with you. And when you 

are down in the dumps, he is there with you too. 

 

So let’s make a clean start today, because we are in the presence of 

God. 

 

Here in the church, and everywhere. 

 

Amen 


