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Sermon 

4 February 2018 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: John 4 (selection of verses) 

Stewardship: Time 

 

Difficult conversations… Nobody likes engaging in a difficult 

conversation; we stay away from conversations like these as far as we 

possibly can. 

 

But Jesus wasn’t like us. He welcomed difficult conversations, like we 

saw in our reading today. Because difficult conversations can change 

people… 

 

And therefore I thought it was high time that we had a difficult 

conversation here in the church today! 

 

Why? Because February is Stewardship month, and this month we will 

be spending a lot of time talking about time! 

 

TIME has probably become our biggest excuse for not getting involved 

in the church – very often we feel that we just don’t have the time to do 

any more than we are already doing. 
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But you know, if we think like that, we understand time wrong. Time 

doesn’t belong to us. Time belongs to God. 

 

We have control over almost everything in life, but we have no control 

whatsoever over time. God decided when your time on earth starts, and 

also when it ends. 

 

We can choose how we want to spend the time in-between – the tricky 

thing is just that we can never get time back. Once a minute is over, it’s 

over, and you can’t change what you have done in that minute. The 

same goes for an hour, a day, a week, a month, a year, a lifetime… 

 

We are all very busy, and therefore I don’t think there is a single person 

here who won’t understand the importance of prioritising. 

 

So at the beginning of this week – from Monday to Wednesday, I was at 

a conference hosted by the Ministries Council of the Church of Scotland.  

 

And I can’t even begin to tell you how apprehensive I felt about going. It 

was a conference for all the ministers in their 1st 5 years of ministry, and 

although I am now in my 4th year of full-time ministry in Scotland, I was 

ordained as a minister at the end of 1998, which makes 2018 my 20th 

year in ministry!! 

 

Talk about how time flies!! 

 

So I’m sure that you will understand why I wasn’t very keen to go on this 

conference… I’ve been to plenty similar conferences before; I’m on a 

different place in my journey through ministry than the other ministers 
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there; I didn’t know any of the other ministers, and they all knew each 

other because they had studied together; and most importantly – I didn’t 

have TIME to go! 

 

I had so many things to do in our congregations, and then there is André 

and the boys as well, and losing 3 days out of a 7 day week could lead 

to nothing but chaos… 

 

And then, to make matters worse – the venue for this conference was a 

monastery! And I don’t know exactly what they thought it would be like in 

a monastery, but my boys giggled themselves to pieces about me 

staying with monks and nuns! 

 

But I felt obliged to go, so I went. 

 

And what an amazing time I had! The conference was enlightening, 

refreshing, and not at all what I had expected it to be. 

 

It gave me the opportunity to take the time to take a step back to reflect 

on my ministry. And for every single minute I lost to do all the things that 

had to be done, I gained double the energy to look at everything through 

fresh eyes. 

 

And the setting was spectacular! The absence of all the usual 

distractions made it easy to focus on why I was there. It was simple and 

plain, but the peace and the quiet contributed to making what I was 

learning even more meaningful. 
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So although I wasn’t keen on going, God knew I needed to be there… 

He knew it was the right time in my life for a conference like that, and so 

He gave me the time to go. 

 

Time… 

** 

It was noon when the Samaritan woman arrived at the well where Jesus 

was resting. 

 

It’s important to take note of the time, because noon was the warmest 

time of day, and nobody would even consider walking to a well to fetch 

water in the scorching sunlight at midday. 

 

But this woman did. Why? Probably because she didn’t want to meet 

anybody else there. 

 

Wells in those days were the common meeting place where all the 

women stood around and chatted while they filled their jars with water 

before walking back home. 

 

If I have to compare it to somewhere here today, I would say going to 

the well was like going to Morrisons in Livingston! Because honestly, I 

sometimes meet more congregation members in Morrisons than I see 

here at the church on a Sunday!  

 

But if you know very well you will meet others there, and you don’t want 

to see them, wouldn’t you then maybe either go do your shopping late at 

night, or maybe rather go to Sainsbury’s?! 
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As the story unfolds, we realise why this woman was avoiding the others 

– she had a shady past. She was ashamed of how she has used her 

time… And she knew very well that others would judge her for that. 

 

Today we have the attitude that other’s people’s business is their 

business, so if the person next to you has been married 5 times already 

and now had yet another partner, so be it, it’s her story. But in Biblical 

times things were much more complicated than that. 

 

Everybody’s lives were entwined with each other’s, and they had the 

moral responsibility to always act on behalf of their group, and not 

themselves. And the tone of our story indicates that this woman probably 

didn’t go about getting these husbands in the socially accepted way. 

 

So she couldn’t look the other women in the eye and they probably 

wouldn’t want to speak to her either. So to avoid feeling uncomfortable, 

she went to the well at a time she knew no-one else would be there. 

 

But this day there was someone – Jesus. Who was incidentally not 

supposed to be there either! 

 

Being a Jew, he was supposed to walk around Samaria, not through it, 

because the Jews and Samaritans didn’t get on. 

 

But Jesus didn’t want to waste time. And he couldn’t be bothered about 

the silly rules in any case.  
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A well was also not really the place for a man to be, and to top it all – 

women and men who didn’t know each other were not allowed to speak 

to each other in public! 

 

So Jesus is breaking every unwritten rule about proper behaviour in 

public by talking to this woman. 

 

But he did that, because he knew her back story. He knew about all the 

hurt she was carrying with her, and he thought that it was time to lift the 

burden off her shoulders. 

 

So instead of lying down, resting under a tree in the shade after his long 

journey, Jesus had a conversation with her. A difficult conversation. 

 

At first, she didn’t understand the implication of Jesus’ words, but once it 

dawned on her that she has just met the Messiah, her life changed 

completely. 

 

She had come to fetch water, but ran back home without her water jar, 

filled with the wonderful news that she has met the source of the living 

water, running back to tell all the other people she knew about Jesus. 

 

She spent the time in which she was supposed to do her normal chores 

instead telling others what had happened to her. And her whole village 

came to believe in Jesus as well, despite the fact that Samaritans and 

Jews didn’t see eye to eye. 

*** 

An encounter with Jesus changes your life. Forever. Not for a few 

minutes, but forever. 
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But this can be uncomfortable. Especially the realisation that Jesus 

knows your back story. You can hide your past – everything you have 

done with your time – from everybody you meet, but not from Jesus. 

 

And although that sounds daunting, it’s actually liberating – because if 

your past is putting a burden on your shoulders, Jesus can lift it. 

 

It’s not important what you have done with your time up to now – 

because there is nothing you can do about it.  

What is important is how you decide to use your time from now on! 

 

Meeting Jesus here in the church today, reminds us that all our times 

are in God’s hands, and that time belongs to him, and not to us. 

 

So let us give as much of our time as we possibly can to the source of 

the living water, to the giver of life. 

 

Just like the woman in our story, someone who didn’t have the courage 

to face others, she boldly ran to her village and told those same people 

she was hiding from before, about how meeting Jesus changed her life; 

we should do the same. 

 

And we can do that in an easy and practical way, by getting involved in 

something here at the church. 

 

On your way in you were handed a flyer with lots of different boxes you 

can tick, things you can get involved in to help spread the Gospel in our 

village and beyond. 
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And I know that if you take a look at your life and you try to figure out 

where you can spare a few minutes to do that, you might start to panic, 

because where will you find the time to do even more? 

 

Well, the amazing thing is that you don’t have to make time in your busy 

schedule for God, because he will give you the time you need. Because 

time does not belong to us, it belongs to God. 

 

Take a wee look at that flyer… Are you the person God is calling to 

come on a rota to help with something, or to serve on a committee, or to 

even start something completely new in our church? 

 

I have a dream of starting a new group for young retired people, of 

finding someone to organise more regular meetings for all the young 

families in our church, of expanding our music ministry…  

 

There are so many things we can do to support each other and spread 

the word about the love of God to our community – we just have to take 

the time to do it. 

 

What is your dream for our church? What can you contribute to make it 

happen? 

 

So please, tick a box this morning, and hand your flyer in as you leave 

the church. Or take it away with you and go think about it, go pray about 

it, and bring it back before the end of February. 

 

And don’t worry where the time will come from, because God will give it 

to you. 
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The thing is – if you meet Jesus – you just cannot keep it to yourself!  

So let’s go share this wonderful news with everyone we meet, and make 

our church and our village the place God wants it to be. 

 

And l can assure you that rearranging your priorities and giving back the 

time to God that belongs to him in any case, will result in you HAVING 

THE TIME OF YOUR LIFE. 

 

The clock is ticking. Let’s not ignore it, but embrace it.  

To the glory of God. 

 

Amen 

 

 


