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Sermon 

11 February 2018 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Text: John 9:1-12 

 

This coming Sunday will be the first Sunday in Lent. The start of our 40 

day journey with Jesus to the cross. 

 

This year, for the 1st time in 73 years, Valentine’s Day and Ash 

Wednesday fall on the same day!  

 

Traditionally Valentine’s Day is associated with romance, chocolates, 

gifts, and going out for a lavish meal.  

 

Whereas Ash Wednesday is associated with completely the opposite: 

fasting or giving up foods one craves, introspection or self-reflection, 

acts of repentance or acts of service to humankind.  

 

So this leaves us in a little bit of a pickle!  

 

Imagine if a lad who is very much in love recites a wee poem to his 

girlfriend on Wednesday: 

 

Roses are red; violets are blue.  

Lent is beginning; no chocolate for you. 
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But really, there are no specific rules to be followed during Lent – it’s just 

a time set apart by the church for us to focus on our relationship with 

Jesus, to remember what he has done for us. 

 

And how we do that will look different for everybody. Because too many 

rules have a way of overshadowing the reason the rules were put there 

in the first place! Like we see time and again when we read the stories of 

Jesus and the Pharisees not seeing eye to eye about things. 

 

Jesus wasn’t following the rules the Pharisees set in place for people 

who wanted to have a relationship with God. And this made them so 

angry. But what they didn’t realise, is that at that point Jesus was the 

ONLY one who actually had a proper relationship with God! 

 

So… 

 

Our New Testament lesson today is NOT about a blind man who regains 

his sight. It’s about people with perfectly good eyesight, who choose not 

to see. 

 

A couple of Sundays ago I explained how John refers to the miracles 

Jesus did as “signs”, fulfilling the same purpose as road signs do in our 

lives today – it tells us when to stop and when to go, when to be careful 

and what to look out for. 

 

In the Gospel according to John there are 7 such signs – and I am 

convinced that that is no co-incidence – because the number 7 plays an 

important role in the faith stories of New Testament times. 7 was the 
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perfect number, indicating that the Triune God took care of the whole 

world, with its 4 corners and seasons. 

 

The blind man in our story didn’t ask Jesus to heal him. He was just 

sitting there near the temple begging for money, because that’s all you 

could do when you had any kind of disability in those days. Your family 

wouldn’t take care of you, you wouldn’t be allowed to work anywhere, 

and there was no welfare system. 

 

Jesus could probably have healed him on any day – Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday… But he chose to do it on a Sunday! Probably to make sure 

he catches the Pharisees’ attention! 

 

Now usually, when Jesus heals someone, he just says the words and 

the person is healed. But this time, he spits in the ground, makes some 

muddy clay and tells this man to go wash it off in the Pool of Siloam. 

 

In the days of Jesus there was only one source of fresh water in 

Jerusalem. It came from the Spring of Gihon, located just outside the 

north side of the city. The city protected it with a set of towers, but about 

800 years before Jesus was born, King Hezekiah decided they needed a 

more accessible way to get that water in the city and he built a tunnel 

underneath the streets of the city. It ran for 1700 feet from the spring of 

Gihon… to the Pool of Siloam. 

 

This pool served many purposes for the people of Jerusalem. Of course, 

it supplied fresh drinking water, but it was also located in the poorer 

section of town and it was a place where the poor and sick would come 

to bathe.  
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If you were a Gentile and you converted to Judaism – one of the 

requirements for making that conversion was to be baptized, and the 

pool at Siloam was one of the places which was used for that. 

 

It was also called “Messiah’s Pool”. So what Jesus is doing here, is 

using this sign to show the people that he is the Messiah. One of the 

things everybody knew from the Old Testament prophesies, was that the 

coming Messiah will be able to restore sight to the blind. 

 

And Jesus does this by sending this man to the Messiah’s Pool – could 

he be any more obvious?! 

 

This man does what he is told, and then his eyesight is restored! 

After the few verses we read together this morning, the story continues – 

the Pharisees calls this man in twice to try and figure out what 

happened. First they don’t believe that he really is the blind beggar, so 

they call his parents in to testify too. 

 

Nothing like this has ever happened! They go on and on, telling the 

previously blind man everything they KNOW, about God and about what 

is right and what is wrong. 

 

This man claims that Jesus is a prophet, and they disagree. According to 

their rules, working on the Sabbath is wrong! So no prophet will heal 

someone on the Sabbath! 

 

So the man replies that they might think they know many things, but he 

only knows one thing: He was blind and now he can see! 

 



5 
 

So basically he is saying to them: Open your eyes people!! The 

Messiah, the one you have been waiting for for so many years, is here. 

He is standing right in front of your eyes, but you don’t see him! 

 

The Pharisees didn’t see who Jesus was, because he was nothing like 

the picture they had in their minds of the messiah. 

 

So they choose to ignore all the evidence in front of their eyes. They 

were blinder than the blind man. 

 

Has it ever happened to you that you were driving somewhere, not 

giving your full attention to the road, and then you take a wrong turn? 

This has happened to me more than once, and it’s usually when I am 

talking on the phone (through my Bluetooth device), and before I know it 

I’ve passed the road sign I was supposed to follow and I am heading in 

the wrong direction!  

 

It is right in front of my eyes, but I don’t see it, because my attention is 

elsewhere. 

 

The Pharisees’ attention was focussed on the rules, and not on the One 

the rules were supposed to lead them to. 

 

Let’s never lose our way like that. Let’s concentrate on where we are 

going in life. Let’s see the signs God puts in our way, and react 

correspondingly. 

 

There is none so blind than they who do not want to see. 
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So have a real good look at your own life: Is there anything missing? Is 

there anything you need to change to serve God better? 

 

And look around you: Is there someone you know quietly crying out for 

help that you just haven’t noticed up till now? Is there anything you can 

do to make someone else’s life better? 

 

And open your eyes to what is going on in our country, in our world! 

When are people going to start realizing that they need God? 

 

We are all here in church today because we have SEEN the light! We 

know how fortunate we are that our lives are in God’s hands, that we 

don’t have to face anything alone. 

 

But so many others haven’t seen the light yet. Let’s show it to them, like 

the blind man did. He couldn’t be bothered in the least about doing the 

socially accepted thing. He wanted to shout from the rooftops: I was 

blind, and now I see! Jesus healed me. He can heal you too – even if 

you don’t even realise that you need healing yet… 

 

Helen Keller was both blind and deaf, but because of her courage and 

determination she became a very famous woman. One day she had the 

privilege of being introduced to Mark Twain. Commenting on that day, 

she said: "I can feel the twinkle of his eye in his handshake." 

 

You see, that’s what the spiritually blind of this world need to sense. 

They need to feel the twinkle in our eyes and the joy in our hearts 

whenever they meet us.  
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So let’s go through life with open eyes, so that we can not only stay on 

the right road, but so that we can become signs too, pointing others in 

the right direction. 

 

Amen 


