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The wee heading for our reading today is: “Peter’s denial.” 

 

And that is usually the angle we read this story from… Peter, one of 

Jesus’ closest friends, the bold disciple, who usually acted or spoke 

before he thought it through, the one who promised to stay with Jesus to 

the end, to even die for him, denies Jesus. 

 

What a disappointment! How could he? 

 

We love reading stories about heroes – about people who said or did 

amazing things, people who can be our role models, people whose 

example we can follow. 

 

And that’s most certainly how Peter’s story starts out, the guy who boldly 

left his old life behind to follow Jesus, no questions asked. And now all of 

a sudden it is as if the title of his biography changes. 

 

And we don’t like listening to stories like these. A good story starts 

something like: One day, long long ago, in a country far from here, lived 

a man who wasn’t scared of anything. 



But you will very quickly loose people’s attention if you start out with 

something like: Today I would like to tell you the story of a coward… 

 

But was Peter a coward? Should that really be the one thing we 

remember about him? 

 

Why are we like that? You can do a million things right, and people 

might not even notice it. But do one wee thing wrong, and you are the 

talk of the town. And then that one mistake becomes the thing you are 

remembered for. That’s not right, and we all know that. 

 

It’s important to see the whole picture; we can’t only focus on one wee 

detail. 

 

So today I would like us to look at the story of Peter’s denial of Jesus 

from a different angle. Let’s look at the whole story. 

 

Peter promises Jesus that he will never leave him. Jesus tries to explain 

to Peter that he doesn’t know what he is saying, but Peter insists. 

 

And he was there, wasn’t he? Peter and one other disciple were with 

Jesus in his hour of need. Where were the others? They are not even 

mentioned; it is as if they disappeared into thin air. 

 

Peter was there when Jesus was arrested and questioned. The servants 

and officials all stood around a fire to warm themselves, so Peter joined 

them, because it would look suspicious if he stood alone in a corner in 

the cold all by himself. 

 



Everything happened quickly, and Peter wouldn’t have had time to think 

this through or come up with a plan of action. He just wasn’t going to 

stand there and do nothing when the soldiers took Jesus away from him. 

 

So he followed. He was there. 

 

And then, 3 times in a row, he gets asked if he is one of Jesus’ disciples. 

And without any hesitation – he denies it, 3 times over. 

 

To say something 3 times, was almost like signing a contract in those 

days. They couldn’t all read and write, but if you wanted to confirm that 

something was 100% true – you said it 3 times. 

 

It was as if Peter signed an affidavit: Do you know Jesus? If not, sign on 

the dotted line: and Peter did. So he could never pretend it didn’t really 

happen. 

 

So what happened there? 

 

Have you ever said something and then seconds later you could kick 

yourself for what you said? Have you ever said something and then the 

minute the words are out of your mouth, you think, now where did that 

come from? 

 

It happens. To all of us. Quite easily, actually. 

 

Peter didn’t know what to do, and instinct made him say something he 

didn’t mean. It was a matter of survival really, because if he said “yes”, 



he would probably be arrested there and then and suffer the same fate 

as Jesus. 

 

But then, that thing happened. The cock began to crow. And Peter 

remembered that Jesus knew this was going to happen. And he felt 

awful. 

 

*** 

Peter’s reaction in that very tense situation is actually probably quite 

natural. It reminds me of my 2 boys when they do something they are 

not supposed to do: If I confront them, and ask: “Who is responsible for 

this mess?” They both look up at me with those big innocent eyes, and 

respond, as if they are in a choir, in their best Scottish accent: “It wasnae 

me!” 

 

Nobody likes getting into trouble. 

 

But once that cock crowed, Peter realised what he had done, and he 

knew that he would have to live with that for the rest of his life. That he 

hurt Jesus. 

 

Jesus, who taught him to walk the extra mile, and turn the other cheek. 

Jesus, who at that very moment, was put to the test as well. 

 

When the high priest questioned Jesus, and he answered in all honesty, 

one of the officials struck Jesus in the face! Maybe he thought Jesus 

was being cheeky, maybe he just wanted to humiliate him – but when 

Jesus was put to test, he stayed true to what he taught. He didn’t strike 

back. 



 

Peter’s words must have hurt him so much more than that strike. He 

knew Peter didn’t mean it. That he was put on the spot and didn’t know 

what to do. But it still hurt. 

 

My best friend from Uni and her husband adopted 3 kids – aged 4, 6 and 

8 at the time. Now these kids had lots of baggage, this was their 5th 

home in their short lives. And sometimes they struggled with all kinds of 

issues, discipline being a particular problem. So very often one of them 

would shout to their new mum: “I hate you!!” 

 

Now their mum, being the adult, knowing what these kids have been 

through, knew very well that those words weren’t meant; that it was just 

a reaction, but it still hurt. 

 

But because she loves her kids, she always forgives them. 

 

And she told me the best advice she has ever been given about 

parenting, is to “just show up”. 

 

Peter showed up. So Jesus forgave him for denying him. He turned the 

other cheek. Because later, after he was resurrected, Jesus reinstated 

Peter as the rock on which the church had to be built. 3 times over. 

 

Peter did a million things right, and made one mistake. A big one, but 

Jesus decided to not only focus on the mistake, but to look at the whole 

story. 

 



And actually, this makes me like Peter even more. Because it shows that 

he was human. He didn’t get everything right all the time. 

If we make mistakes, God will forgive us too. If God looks at us, he sees 

the full picture. He will never judge us for one, or two, or three mistakes 

– no matter how big or small. 

 

His love for us is bigger than the biggest mistake we can ever make.  

 

So let’s live like people who know this! 

 

We are all here today because we follow Jesus too, like Peter did. 

 

But that’s not always easy. We live in a country where being a Christian 

is not always seen in a positive light - Where we can be judged or even 

marginalised if we say that we believe in Jesus.  

 

Have you ever been asked outright whether you are a Christian, and 

then hesitated? Or changed the subject? It’s not always easy to just say 

it out loud. 

 

But we have to. Being a Christian is something to be proud of, no matter 

what the rest of the world think. And it’s not something you can do in 

secret. 

 

So speak up, loud and clear, and tell the world what you believe. Who 

knows, their reaction might be quite different from what you 

anticipated… And even if you get funny looks if you talk about your faith 

– to be quite truthful – who cares? Because if you speak up, and that 

cock crows, you won’t feel guilty.  



 

I think Peter’s story teaches us to never judge others, to forgive 

ourselves if we make a mistake – because God will most certainly 

forgive us – and most importantly, to follow Jesus boldly… 

 

To write our life stories in big bold letters with permanent ink, because 

no matter what happens along the way, we are heading to a happy 

ending. 

 

Amen 

 


