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You know the expression: “God works in mysterious ways?”  

 

Well, I’m sure that Paul and Silas could truly testify to that! They were 

filled with God’s Spirit, travelling far and wide to tell as many people as 

possible about Jesus. 

 

As you can probably imagine, this unfortunately didn’t always go down 

well. But these two apostles knew that God would be with them all the 

time, and that made their difficult task a joy. 

 

The Roman authorities ran a tight ship, and they didn’t like any kind of 

uproar. So when Paul and Silas caused people to get upset, they got 

them flogged and thrown into prison. Just like that – without a hearing or 

anything. 

 

It wasn’t fair, they didn’t do anything wrong, and although a beating like 

that would be really harsh, and to then be put in the stocks in the inner 

cell would be severely painful – it’s almost as if these 2 apostles just 

took it in their stride. 
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So instead of screaming and shouting, complaining and feeling sorry for 

themselves – the things most people would do in this situation – they 

prayed and sang hymns to God. They were not going to allow their 

circumstances to dampen the joy in their hearts. 

 

The other prisoners listened to them in amazement.  

 

And then something truly amazing happened: a violent earthquake 

shook the earth, and they were free. 

 

All this happened after midnight. The jailor, who was commanded to 

guard them carefully, must have fallen asleep – assured that there was 

NO way they could escape – and then he got the fright of his life when 

he realised what had happened! 

 

He drew his sword to end his own life, because if the prisoners escaped 

he would get the death penalty in any case. 

 

You know that expression: “To guard something with your life?” Well, 

this is where it came from – the Roman guards had to literally guard their 

prisoners with their life! If the prisoner escaped, it meant they hadn’t 

done their job properly, and then, as a result, the guard had to die. 

But then, the second amazing thing happened – although the prison 

doors were now open – the prisoners hadn’t escaped.  

 

Miracles like that don’t happen every day, and if it was anybody else I’m 

sure they would have run to their freedom – but not Paul and Silas. 
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Because by now they knew that God always had a plan for them. And 

how right they were; because all this commotion made the jailer realise 

that there was more to life than he’d thought, and there and then his role 

was reversed. 

 

He took the 2 apostles to his own house. Fed them, tended to their 

wounds, and then they had that life changing conversation… He asked: 

“How could you do that? How could you sing with your feet in stocks?” 

 

And then they told him about God and Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and 

then the jailor and his whole family came to believe in God and Paul and 

Silas baptised them. 

 

That changed their lives forever. They now also had the same joy in their 

hearts Paul and Silas did – a joy that cannot be dampened by anything.  

 

(And today we all had the privilege of watching 3 wee boys being 

baptised. Of receiving the promise that God will always be with them, no 

matter what.  

 

Talk to them about this very special day as they grow up, …………..; 

and show them through your own example how God is bigger than 

anything that can ever happen to us here on earth. Because if you do 

that – they will also have that special joy in their hearts – the ability to 

sing in their darkest hour.) 

 

Paul and Silas set such a good example to us of what it means to be 

Christians. No matter who we are, where we are and how we do it, we 
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should just live in such a way that others can see God in our lives. And 

that might just bring them to faith too… 

 

Last week, when we had a lovely wee family holiday in Barcelona, I saw 

another fantastic example of living out your faith. 

 

We went to the Segrada Familia – and although I expected it to be 

spectacular, I was truly amazed by what I saw… For those of you who 

don’t know about this church: it was designed by the famous architect 

Gaudi, who worked on it for the last 40 years of his life, until he died in 

1926.  

 

Gaudi’s faith was very important to him, and I think this church can be 

described as the Bible in stone. Because every single bit of architecture 

tells a Bible story… 

 

I took a few photos that I would like to share with you. 

 

1. This is the oldest part of the church, built by Gaudi himself.
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2. Amongst all the detail, there is this statue of Gaudi. I just love 

the way he made himself part of the story!

 

3. This is the newer part of the church. Although Gaudi drew up 

the plans himself, he gave strict instruction that the people who 

complete the work he started should put their own mark on it – 

so on this side of the church the statues look completely 

different.  
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4. And here his successors put Gaudi in the picture again.

 

5. The stained glass windows from the inside, at the side where 

the sun comes up;  

6. And at the side where the sun goes down. The colour literally 

dances through the church as the sun shines through these 

windows.  
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7. And then lastly, the door to the main entrance, with the Our 

Father written on it in 50 different languages.

 

 

This was Gaudi’s way of sharing the good news of the Gospel with the 

world. He started a huge project, one that he knew he wouldn’t be able 

to finish, but that didn’t put him off. He put this task in the hands of the 

next generation, and they surely are doing him proud – to the glory of 

God. This project should be completed in 2026, a 100 years after he 

died.  

 

Literally thousands of people walk through those doors every day, to 

read the Bible in stone. 

 

And our lives should be like that too. Just like Gaudi made himself part 

of God’s story in stone, Paul and Silas are firmly carved out in the history 

of the people of God, and we should live in such a way that we are too. 

 

We are all part of God’s story. And we should use our own talents to 

show the world what it means to us that we are saved. And we should 

do it in such a way that the new generation will want to carry on doing 

this, for all eternity. 
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This isn’t always easy though. Paul and Silas had their problems, Gaudi 

had plenty of difficulties to deal with, and just like that, life can 

sometimes be very hard for us… 

But if we just remember that not even the darkest night can drain out the 

light of God’s love; not even the most secure prison can lock out God’s 

grace; nothing that happens to us here on earth will ever be bigger than 

our hope in God – then we will be able sing to the glory of God with a 

deep inner joy – and we’ll be able to do this, NO MATTER WHAT. 

 

Amen 
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