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Sermon 

13 October 2019 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Matthew 12:15-21 

 

In the passage we read from the New Testament this morning, Matthew 

quotes from the Old Testament, from Isaiah 42:1-4. In these 4 verses, 

the ‘Servant of the Lord’ is described. 

 

Very often in its original context in the Old Testament, the term ‘Servant 

of the Lord’ referred to the whole people of Israel, or even sometimes to 

foreign nations or kings used by God.  

 

But here Matthew applies these qualities to Jesus. The very first readers 

of Matthew’s Gospel were Jews, who all knew the Old Testament off by 

heart, so by frequently referring back to the Old Testament, Matthew 

gives authenticity to his words.  

 

This ‘Servant of the Lord’ is described as “the one whom God has 

chosen, the one he loves, the one in who he delights.” Some of these 

words we also hear in the story of Jesus’ baptism. 

 

The ‘Servant of the Lord’ has the following qualities: 

 He has God’s Spirit, and he will proclaim justice to all. 

 He will not quarrel or cry out. 
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 A bruised reed he will not break and a smouldering wick he will not 

snuff out. 

 In his name all people will put their hope. 

 

Originally, this really was political language. Jesus was an unlikely hero. 

He was going to redeem his people, but not in the way they expected. 

Not like all the other war heroes before him tried to do. He was going to 

do it in a calm, quiet, loving way, in a way no-one saw coming. 

 

And all of us who know the full story, know that that is exactly who Jesus 

was and what he did; and what he still does.  

 

So let’s take a quick look at the qualities of the ‘Servant of God’: 

 The first thing we hear about Jesus is that he will not quarrel or cry 

out.  

 

The word that is used for “cry out” here is the same word that is 

used for the barking of a dog, the croaking of a raven, the sobbing 

of a drunk person, or the uproar of a discontented audience in a 

theatre.  

 

It means that Jesus would not brawl with people.  

 

We know all about the quarrels of conflicting parties, Brexit is but one 

example. 

 

And I actually understand this quite well. I know nobody will probably 

believe me, but my 2 little angels can be very naughty sometimes. 
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Naughty enough for me to want to shout at them. But if I do, they don’t 

listen nearly as well as when I sit them down and calmly talk to them. 

 

Jesus never shouts at us. He talks to us kindly. 

 

 A bruised reed he will not break…  

 

Most people today will just throw away something that’s broken. 

It’s almost easier to buy a new one than to try and fix the broken 

one, no matter what it is. 

 

Reeds were used for musical instruments in Biblical times.  

 

Other people might have thrown out the bruised reeds and only 

use the perfect ones – but not Jesus. He sees the potential in all of 

us. 

 

 A smouldering wick he will not snuff out. In the wee oil lamps they 

used in those days, if a wick was smouldering, it would almost do 

the opposite of what it was supposed to do: instead of making light 

it would produce smoke, which could make it even harder to see 

than with no light at all.  

 

But instead of just snuffing out a smouldering wick, Jesus will 

kindle it back to its full glory, a proper flame, which will then again 

be able to do what it was made for in the 1st place, and that is to 

give light. 
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It would be easier to snuff out the wick and use a new one, but 

that’s just not who Jesus is. 

 

 And because of who Jesus is, we can spend every day of our lives 

living in hope. Even when we feel useless and broken, God has a 

plan for us – otherwise we wouldn’t have been here. 

 

** 

 

Although this doesn’t always make sense to us, I think this wee passage 

teaches us that God is strong and gentle at the same time. 

 

And to help us understand this complicated concept, I thought I would 

use an example from nature. 

 

Let’s take a look at a crocodile: 

 Crocodiles are very strong and dangerous animals. They hide just 

beneath the surface of the water, and when unsuspecting prey, 

like an antelope, comes along for a drink of water, the crocodile 

attacks quickly and brutally. 

 Yet, that very same crocodile can carry its eggs or new-borns in 

that same mouth, so very gently, that it’s almost unbelievable. 

 

Strong and gentle. God made the crocodile like that. God is like that. 

 

It’s almost incomprehensible… If you think of all the things he could 

break, you will begin to see the wonder of what he won’t break. 
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Jesus can demonstrate ultimate strength and then apply that same 

unique strength in the most tender ways. The same Jesus who has the 

power not only to throw down tables in the temple courtyard, or to expel 

demons from the possessed, or even to call a dead man out of a grave –

this Jesus also has the capacity to show tenderness to those who are 

most delicate and fragile. 

 

There was none stronger than Jesus. He was fearless before those who 

opposed him. He never once hesitated to say what needed to be said, 

even when he knew it would provoke violent opposition. He confronted 

those who needed to be called out. And he claimed victory over sin and 

death. This was no weak man.  

 

If you think of all the things he could break, you will begin to see the 

wonder of what he won’t break. 

 

** 

 

In 2009 one of my favourite South African singers, Matthys Roets, was 

in a huge motorcycle accident. He survived the accident, but is 

paralyzed now. 

 

Broken, you might think. A bruised reed. 

 

Jesus teaches us that just because something is broken, you needn’t 

throw it away. 

 

I would now like to show you a wee video clip of the first time he 

performed again after his accident. All the famous Afrikaans singers 
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joined him on stage singing one of his most loved songs – Hallelujah, 

originally by Leonard Cohen: https://youtu.be/hCJTBUEB-Xk 

 

He ends by saying: Amazing friends behind me, amazing friends in front 

of me. Thank you. 

 

No matter how broken you feel – please remember that in the eyes of 

God, you are not worthless. He still wants to use you. 

 

Sometimes it’s physical limitations that make us feel like bruised reeds 

or smouldering wicks; sometimes it’s emotional strains; or things we 

have done; or things we can’t bring ourselves to do; sometimes we feel 

broken just because of who we are; and sometimes others make us feel 

so utterly useless that we start to believe them. 

 

But you know what? No matter how bruised or incomplete we feel, God 

still loves us. Every single one of us. Exactly the way we are. He loves 

us, and he’ll gently lead us to where he wants us to be. 

 

Matthys Roets’ body might be broken, but his spirit isn’t. He is doing very 

well for himself. He says that he is even better at some things now than 

before he was in a wheelchair – for instance, he can now go downhill 

really fast! 

 

St Francis De Sales, a French bishop who lived in the late 1500’s said: 

Nothing is so strong as gentleness, and nothing so gentle as true 

strength. 

 

https://youtu.be/hCJTBUEB-Xk
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And to me this describes exactly how Jesus handles us, and also how 

he wants us to treat others. Let’s show our strength by being gentle. 

 

Because that is exactly what our world needs. 

 

So let’s praise God, for no matter whether we sing the ‘holy’ or the 

‘broken' hallelujah, he will gladly listen. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


