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Sermon 

27 October 2019 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Colossians 3:1-17 

 

Cinderella. What a story! So touching, it pulls on your heart-strings 

really, but that happy ending makes all the nail-biting worth it! 

 

You all know the story: It’s about a girl who, through no fault of her own, 

ended up being a lonely, lowly servant, working day and night, wearing 

rags…  

 

But thank goodness for fairy godmothers! 

 

Because for one night she got to wear the dress of her dreams… And 

then she stole the prince’s heart, and after lots of drama got to marry 

him, and they lived happily ever after! 

 

But it’s not the detail of the story I would like to talk about today – it’s that 

dress! Because Cinderella looked amazing, she felt amazing. This 

beautiful girl she became, was who she was all along, it’s just that 

nobody realised this, not even Cinderella herself. 

 

But that night, everybody noticed her – because she was beaming! 
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** 

 

Our Scripture reading today reminds me a little about this whole 

transformation Cinderella went through that night. 

 

In the letter to the Colossians, we are reminded that because Christ died 

and rose again, all people who believe in him symbolically died and rose 

again too. 

 

In other words – our old lives, lives without Christ – should be something 

of the past now, and we should live like the new people he made us to 

be. 

 

People who keep their eyes on Christ; People who follow Christ’s 

example; People who live in such a way that others can clearly see they 

belong to God. 

 

And the metaphor that’s used to describe how we should do all this, is 

one of “wearing” this new life like new clothes. 

 

I would like to reread a few verses from Colossians 3 to you, but this 

time, from The Message, a contemporary translation of the Bible: 

  

So if you’re serious about living this new resurrection life 

with Christ, act like it. Pursue the things over which Christ 

presides. Don’t shuffle along, eyes to the ground, absorbed 

with the things right in front of you. Look up, and be alert 
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to what is going on around Christ—that’s where the action 

is. See things from his perspective. 

 

Your old life is dead. Your new life, which is your real life, 

is with Christ in God…  

 

You’re done with that old life. It’s like a filthy set of ill-

fitting clothes you’ve stripped off and put in the fire. Now 

you’re dressed in a new wardrobe. Every item of your new 

way of life is custom-made by the Creator, with his label 

on it. All the old fashions are now obsolete.  

 

So, chosen by God for this new life of love, dress in the 

wardrobe God picked out for you: compassion, kindness, 

humility, quiet strength, discipline. Be even-tempered, 

content with second place, quick to forgive an offense. 

Forgive as quickly and completely as the Master forgave 

you. And regardless of what else you put on, wear love. 

It’s your basic, all-purpose garment. Never be without it. 

 

So, this brings me to a very important question this morning: What are 

you wearing? 
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Let’s think about actual clothes for a minute. I don’t know what you are 

like, but I sometimes find it very hard to make up my mind about what I 

should wear! Has it ever happened to you, that you look at your 

wardrobe, full of clothes, and yet you feel as if you have nothing to 

wear? 

 

Yet, all of us always end up choosing something to wear, because you 

can’t pretty well leave the house without clothes on! 

 

And it’s important to wear the right clothes for the weather: 

 When it’s freezing outside, we wear a warm jacket, hat, gloves, 

and shoes that will keep our feet warm and dry. We don’t wear a 

sunhat and bathing costume – because then we will get 

hypothermia! 

 On a beautiful, warm, sunny day though, we wear cool clothes, a 

sunhat, and we make sure that we have the sun cream handy. 

Nobody will wear a winters-coat, hat and gloves on a glorious 

sunny day, because we are always just too glad to feel the warm 

sun on our skins (seeing that that doesn’t happen very often 

here!). 

 

And just like that, because we are socially responsible, we wear the 

appropriate clothes to specific occasions: 

 No bride will wear shorts, a t-shirt and flip-flops on her wedding 

day. 

 Just like that nobody will wear a wedding dress when it’s not 

actually their wedding day. 

 

We wear what we are supposed to wear. 
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In Jesus, God has given us a huge big gift, symbolically speaking, he 

has given us a brand-new wardrobe. 

 

Nobody chooses to still wear their old rags if they have been given 

beautiful new clothes that fit them well. 

 

Especially if it’s brand-named clothes! My boys are of the age now 

where it is starting to matter to them what it says on the label. They’ll 

rather buy one t-shirt that says ‘Adidas’ or ‘Nike’ on it, than 5 t-shirts for 

the same price that doesn’t have a brand-name! 

 

These new clothes God has given us, aren’t just any clothes, they have 

his OWN label in it! 

 

God’s label is the cross. And actually, that is a brand-name that cost him 

more than any of us will ever be able to afford. 

 

So let’s wear it with pride! 

 

God hand picked our new wardrobe for us. It consists of the following 

items: 

 compassion,  

 kindness,  

 humility,  

 quiet strength,  

 discipline,  

 even-temperedness,  

 being content,  
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 being forgiving. 

 

These are the things that cost God so much, but we got for free. 

 

So let’s wear it every single day. All of it. 

 

Because no matter what is going on around us – whether we are 

basking in joy and happy times, or whether we feel battered by the 

storms of life – these clothes will protect us against the weather. 

 

And no matter where we go – whether we go to a wedding or a funeral; 

a party or to our work; whether we are just lounging around at the house 

or going to the shops – these clothes that God has given us are always 

appropriate for the occasion. 

 

As a matter of fact – we will always be the best dressed people at any 

occasion if we make sure we wear our ‘cross-brand’ clothes. 

 

And you know what the most amazing thing is? If we wear these clothes, 

others will notice. And if we wear it well, they’ll come ask where they can 

get it too, and then we can direct them here to the church. 

 

And that is exactly what our world needs in these unstable times we are 

living in – churches that are busier than the actual clothes shops on a 

Sunday… 

 

Our Scripture passage concludes by saying that we should wear love. 
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That’s our all-purpose garment. We should never go anywhere without it. 

It’s like that cagoule you ALWAYS have to have with you in this country, 

because even if it’s sunny when you leave the house, it will probably be 

raining 5 minutes later… 

 

If you always wear love, you will never be caught in a tricky situation 

unawares.  

 

Love will help you: 

 to understand when someone is going through something difficult; 

 it will help you to reach out when someone needs you; 

 it will help you include someone who feels left-out; 

 it will help you forgive someone who’s hurt you. 

 

And most importantly, it will make YOU feel safe, it will make you belong, 

it will give you a purpose, it will make you happy. 

 

So let’s clothe ourselves with love! 

 

And you know what the best thing is about wearing all these new clothes 

God gave us all the time? We’ll never have any dirty laundry for others 

to hang out in public! 

 

We don’t need a fairy godmother to give us a “happily ever after”, 

because in Christ that is a given for every single believer. 

 

So let’s go to the ball, dressed in our best, and dance the night away, 

because our carriages won’t turn into pumpkins at midnight. 
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God’s love for us lasts forever. 

 

Amen 

  


