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Sermon 

Watchnight 2019 

West Kirk of Calder  

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Luke 1:26-38 

 

Expectations… 

 

Expectations play a big role in our lives. Sometimes maybe too big… 

 

What are your expectations of Christmas this year?  

 

There is no season of the year so full of nostalgia and ripe with 

expectation than Christmas. We can build up such impossible hopes and 

dreams, that we can easily end up feeling disappointed when things 

don’t turn out exactly the way we pictured it would.  

 

And I think that is one reason why people often feel depressed when 

Christmas is over.  

 

But you know what? When you think about it, the thing that really makes 

Christmas for us is not what we expect, but what we don’t expect.  

 

The most memorable Christmas’ are those when something unexpected 

happened.  
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Christmas shouldn’t be about what we expect; but about what we don’t 

expect.  

 

We see this in the Christmas story:  

 Zechariah and Elizabeth didn’t expect to have a baby in their old 

age.  

 Mary didn’t expect to become the mother of the Son of God.  

 Joseph didn’t expect his young bride to become pregnant.  

 Herod didn’t expect to be disturbed by news of the Messiah.  

 The shepherds didn’t expect to see angels in their fields.  

 The Wise Men didn’t expect to find the Saviour of the world born in 

a manger in a poor little country village like Bethlehem.  

 

God surprised everybody that first Christmas.  

 

And Jesus kept surprising people: 

 He was a Messiah who ate with sinners and enjoyed the company 

of ordinary people, rather than the power brokers of his day.  

 He came not to be seated on a throne or live in a palace but to die 

on a cross.  

 He turned the world upside down with his teachings, when he said 

things like: the meek shall inherit the earth, the first shall be last 

and the last first, and love your enemies. 

 

Let’s be open for God to surprise us once again this Christmas. 

 

Let’s allow the celebration of the birth of a baby more than 2000 years 

ago to be the only thing that really matters tomorrow. 
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Let’s forget about having a perfect day, about spending it with a perfect, 

happy family, sharing a perfect meal, and getting the perfect gifts. 

 

Let’s accept that things don’t always turn out the way we planned, that 

some things just can’t be fixed or put together they way they were before 

– but instead of feeling anxious about these things, let’s accept that 

that’s okay. 

 

Let’s hold on to the love that God has for us. The love he reminds us 

about every Christmas, and let’s be open to be surprised by him. 

 

Because if THAT is your only expectation of Christmas, I can guarantee 

you that you won’t be disappointed. 

 

May God bless you all this Christmas. 

 

Amen 

 

 

 


