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Sermon 

29 March 2020 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Romans 8:31-39 

Hymn: 

 

READING 

Romans 8:31-39 New International Version – UK 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, 

who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave 

him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 

us all things?... 

 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 

hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?...  

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 

loved us.  

38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 

demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither 

height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

MESSAGE 

The apostle Paul wrote this letter to the congregation in Rome during 

turbulent times. They were finding themselves in a difficult situation, and 

they were worried about their future. 
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Now doesn’t that sound terribly familiar?! He could just as well have 

addressed this letter directly to all of us! As a matter of fact, he could 

have addressed it to people all over the globe at the moment. Because 

all of a sudden, with no prior warning, we find ourselves in a different 

world. The corona virus has all of us locked up, scared, and uncertain 

about our future. 

 

Amidst all this, I find these words of Paul very comforting. He asks: “Who 

shall separate us from the love of God? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” The answer to 

this question is a loud a clear “NO”! Shall the corona virus separate us 

from the love of God? Of course not. Nothing can separate us from the 

love of God, the love we find in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Not even the thing we are most terrified of… 

 

A while ago I came across a striking photo on Facebook. Have a wee 

look at this: 

 

Fear not what is in front of you, because of who is behind you.  

 

God is behind is. He’ll give us the courage and wisdom to get through 

this. But he’s not only behind us; he is beside us, in front of us, inside of 
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us. Let’s hold on to that. We are not alone. God is bigger than our 

current circumstances. 

 

Through all the uncertainty, worries and sorrow – there are so many 

stories of hope. We see and hear about so much GOOD. Stories of 

people reaching out to others, making a difference, standing together. In 

a world so often divided, our newfound solidarity is making us stronger. 

 

Let’s stand together in faith. Let’s handle this crisis in such a way that 

the whole world can see that faith can get us through ANYTHING. 

 

And let’s pray. Let’s pray for all those working hard to fight this virus, all 

those who have contracted it, all those who were already going through 

a difficult time before all this started, all those making sure we have 

enough to eat, and all those feeling desperately alone. 

 

Paul asked: “What then, shall we say in response to this?” Let’s never 

forget his answer: “If God is for us, who can be against us?” 

  

Fear not what is in front of you, because of who is behind you.  

 

Amen 

 

PRAYER 

Written by the Rev Alison Quilter. 

 

Eternal Father, you are the love that encircles us, the grace that enables 

us, the truth that enlightens us. 
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We thank you for loving us so much and that you wanted to make your 

love known. 

When we are full of joy and happiness, you are there. 

When we are sad and afraid, you are there. 

When we are lost and feeling lonely, you are there. 

Thank you that beneath the surface of chaos and uncontrollable events, 

you can be found. 

 

Loving Father, we give thanks for your healing love and we remember 

before you all suffering people, all who are in pain or distress at this 

time. We remember the world's poor, the hungry, the homeless, the sick. 

We ask your blessing on the terminally ill and those caring for them. We 

pray for doctors, nurses, paramedics, carers and health workers, and we 

remember all who are denied healing and help. 

 

We ask your blessing upon our homes and all our loved ones, friends 

and neighbours.  

 

We ask your blessing upon the Church and in these difficult times give 

your Church a new sense of mission and outreach. 

 

We ask these things through Jesus our Lord and Saviour, Amen. 

 

HYMN 

Hymn words written by Graham Leitch 

Tune: Dear Lord and Father of mankind (CH4 485) 

 

IN TIMES OF DANGER AND OF DOUBT 

In times of danger and of doubt, 
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When trials multiply, 

Lord, calm our fears and still our souls, 

Remind us of your truths of old: 

Help us on you rely. 

Help us on you rely. 

 

When changing our familiar ways, 

Help us adapt to change; 

Lord, give us persevering hearts, 

A spirit fit to face the task 

In comfort or in pain. 

In comfort or in pain 

 

Help us to see our neighbours' need, 

Our neighbours' burden share; 

To go for them that second mile, 

To love and give and help and smile 

In comfort or in pain. 

In comfort or in pain. 

 

Lord Jesus, you have suffered more, 

Your pain has known no end; 

You healed the sick, reclaimed the lame, 

In pity share each sufferer's pain, 

On you we now depend. 

On you we now depend. 

 

 


