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Sermon 

5 April 2020 

West Kirk of Calder/Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Matthew 21:1-11 

Hymn: CH4 365 Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

 

READING 

Matthew 21:1-11 

As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go to the village 

ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt 

by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to 

you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.’ 

4 This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet: 

5 ‘Say to Daughter Zion, 

    “See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”’ 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They 

brought the donkey and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for 

Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, 

while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the 

road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 

shouted, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 
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‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’ 

‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, 

‘Who is this?’ 

11 The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in 

Galilee.’ 

 

MESSAGE 

Today is Palm Sunday.  

 

About 2000 years ago today, people were lining the streets of 

Jerusalem. The wanted to be part of the action, they wanted to know 

what was going on.  

 

You see, in those days, the only way you could find out what was 

happening, was by being there, in the town squares, listening to what 

people were talking about.  

 

Things have changed a lot over the years. In my gran and grandad’s 

time, newspapers and the radio were the only ways to find out what was 

going on in the rest of world. Then came television, and thankfully, 

today, we have the internet.  

 

Now today, something can happen anywhere in the world, and by 

clicking on an app on your mobile phone, you can know about it seconds 

later!  

 

As much as we would have liked to part of a crowd lining the streets 

today, that’s not possible at the moment. So we stay glued to our 
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phones or the telly, to stay up to date with all the latest developments 

regarding Covid-19. 

 

But let’s step away from the chaos surrounding us for a minute, and 

share in the joy felt in Jerusalem that day. Those people were also 

surrounded by chaos, albeit of a different kind. But for one day, they 

could be happy. They could ignore everything that was going on around 

them, and focus on Jesus. 

 

Jesus entered Jerusalem as a king, riding on a donkey.  

 

You know, we are so used to hearing this statement, that we don’t find it 

strange at all. But think about it for a little minute… A king, on a donkey? 

 

In Biblical times, a king would travel on a horse, just like our queen 

would travel in one of the royal family’s fancy official cars or carriages. 

Imagine Queen Elizabeth zooming down the road on a skateboard – just 

as unlikely that is to ever happen, it would have been for a king in the 

time of Jesus to travel on a donkey. Yet – Jesus did exactly that! 

 

That’s why we refer to Jesus as “the servant king”. Which in actual fact, 

in the real world, is also an impossibility. Because a king can’t be a 

servant, and a servant can’t be a king. A king and a servant find 

themselves on two opposite ends of the spectrum of society. But that is 

exactly who Jesus was – a king, serving others. In Jesus, the impossible 

became possible.  

 

He fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies – although at the time his 

peers couldn’t see it, because after Palm Sunday things went downhill 



4 

 

very quickly. But also only for a while, until God showed the whole world 

why he sent Jesus to earth in the first place. 

 

But let’s focus on being happy today, just like that crowd in Jerusalem. 

Looking at Jesus riding into the city on a donkey, seeing hope. 

 

Let’s ignore the chaos around us for just a wee while, and be filled with 

the hope that next week this time we will be celebrating the fact that 

Jesus is alive. 

 

There is always something to be thankful for, something to be happy 

about, even when we are surrounded by chaos. 

 

What makes you happy today?   

 The bright yellow daffodils you can see through your window?  

 The food that you will eat this afternoon? 

 The fact that you are able to keep in touch with your loved ones, 

despite the fact that they can’t come visit you? 

 The fact that you woke up this morning to live another day? 

 

We have so much to be thankful for. Let’s remember that, and not only 

focus on the things that scare us and the things we can’t understand. 

 

That is what Palm Sunday is all about: it’s a reminder that our Servant 

King came to save us. A reminder that hope is alive. A reminder that 

God can lift us from the chaos that surround us, and give us perfect 

peace.  

 

In Jesus, the impossible, became possible. Amen 
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PRAYER 

Written by Rev Alison Quilter 

Lord, with the people of Jerusalem and with Christians the whole world 

over, we acclaim you as our King.  

If we had been there that morning; we would have spread our cloaks at 

your feet, waved our palm branches over your head, worshipped you as 

the Messiah.  

As we worship you this morning; we offer ourselves in your service, we 

adore you with our whole heart, we worship you as our Saviour. 

 

You alone hold the keys to the Kingdom.  

You alone can show the world how leaders and politicians ought to lead 

and serve, how power should be exercised how we ought to minister 

and care for our brothers and sisters in our neighbourhoods, and 

countries across the world. 

 

For all who are finding life difficult, struggling to make ends meet, for all 

who are sad and lonely; for all who are sick at home or in hospital or lost 

in bereavement.  

Loving Lord, Hear Our Prayer. 

 

We bring our families and friends, those close to us and those far away, 

that they may know your love and compassion.  

We bring our relationships within our churches, help us to work with you 

and for you.  

Loving Lord, Hear our Prayer. 

 

Accept our hosannas this day. May they be accompanied by the lives of 

obedience to your way.  
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We ask this in the name of Jesus, Prince of Peace.  

Amen. 

 

HYMN 

CH4 265:1&2: Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

Hark! all the tribes ‘Hosanna’ cry; 

O Saviour meek, pursue thy road 

With palms and scattered garments strowed. 

 

Ride on! Ride on in majesty! 

In lowly pomp ride on to die; 

O Christ, they triumphs now begin 

O’er captive death and conquered sin. 


