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Sermon 

2 February 2020 

West Kirk of Calder & Polbeth Harwood 

 

By: Rev Dr Jonanda Groenewald 

Reading: Mark 12:41-44 

 

February is Stewardship month in West Kirk and Polbeth Harwood.  

 

The Church of Scotland expects all congregations to follow a 3 year 

Stewardship programme: One year we need to spend time thinking 

about what we do with our “time”, the next we look at our “talents”, and 

then lastly we take a look at “money”. And this year we are focussing on 

money. 

 

Where does the concept of stewardship come from? 

 

In ancient times people didn’t have the means to travel or communicate 

as quick and easy as we do today. So if a king, for instance, wanted to 

deliver a message to a far-away part of his kingdom, he physically sent 

someone there to give the people his message. This person would be 

the king’s steward – and he had exactly the same authority as the king 

himself while he was on this mission. 

 

The king of course would be very careful in choosing someone to 

represent him in this way; it had to be someone who would care just as 

much for his kingdom as he did himself, someone would act and conduct 
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himself in the same way the king would. And people would respect the 

king’s steward in the way they would respect the king himself. 

 

We still see something of this in the Church of Scotland today – if the 

Queen can’t be at the General Assembly herself, she sends someone to 

represent her. And this year it is going to be Prince William. 

 

Just like that – God sent all of us to represent him here on earth. We 

need to tell people and show people what God expects of them. 

 

We believe that everything we are and everything we own belongs to 

God – we are in a way just taking care of it all for him. In reality, it’s not 

our time, not our talents, not our money – it all belongs to God. He just 

put us in charge of it. 

 

And therefore, it is of the utmost importance that we spend some time 

each year to think of the practical implications this has for our lives… 

* 

Jesus himself taught us how to do that. The passage we read together 

today, is one example of this. In the story about the widow’s offering, 

Jesus was teaching his disciples, and us, a very important lesson. 

 

They were sitting at the temple. Now if we hear the word “temple” today, 

I think most of us imagine a place similar to our church. But to be 

honest, probably the only thing a church has in common with the temple 

during the time of Jesus, is the fact that it’s the place where people go to 

meet God. 
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The temple had lots of different sections. There was the central most 

holy place and holy place – a priest entered the most holy place only 

once a year on the day of atonement. Then there was the court of the 

priests, where only priests could go to bring sacrifices to God. Then 

there was the court of men, where only Jewish men were allowed – so 

they could bring the items to be offered to the priests. 

 

Then there was the court of women – where Jewish men and women 

could gather, and this is where Jesus sat to teach the people.  

 

Outside was the place where gentiles could gather. This is also where 

animals were sold to be offered, and where Roman or Greek coins, with 

images of people on them (a transgression of the second 

commandment), could be exchanged for coins that were allowed in the 

temple.  

 

The court of the women was where the treasury of the temple was 

located. All around ran a simple colonnade, and within it, against the 

wall, there were thirteen chests, or ‘trumpets,’ where contributions were 

placed. 

 

The chests were called trumpets because they were narrow at the top 

and wide at the bottom. Each chest was labelled for a different type of 

offering, and the funds collected in them were earmarked for specific 

uses.  

 

It was here Jesus saw the needy widow, offering her contribution. 
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The 2 coins she put into the offering box were called “lepta” – that was 

the Greek word for the smallest coin with the least value – it was what a 

normal labourer would earn for about 6 minutes of work.  

 

I think we can compare it to a single penny today – worth basically 

nothing. 

 

But it’s the principal of what she is doing that Jesus is using a teaching 

moment here. 

 

Lots of people came into the court of women and made a fuss about all 

the money they were offering. Yet most of them gave a fraction of their 

riches. 

 

This woman had practically nothing – yet she gave all she had. 

 

Today the word “widow” refers to someone who lost her husband. But in 

Biblical times it meant more than that. 

 

In Hebrew the root of the word for “widow” means “unable to 

speak/voiceless”, and in Greek “forsaken/left empty.” 

 

In the patriarchal society Jesus lived in, losing your husband was a 

social and economic tragedy. 

  

Women and children needed men to care for them. Once a woman got 

married, she lost her family (where her dad would take care of her). And 

then, once she lost her husband, she lost the bond with her husband’s 

family too. 
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Therefore, a young widow had to remarry quickly, especially if she didn’t 

have sons. Having no husband or sons meant that she wouldn’t have 

anybody to work the lands, which would lead to losing it. 

 

Someone who remained a widow, would be the poorest of the poor. 

 

And I think what Jesus is telling us with this story – is that sometimes, it’s 

only when we have nothing, that we realise how dependent we are on 

him… 

 

There are plenty passages in the Bible where God urges people to take 

care of the widows, where he emphasises how much he cares for them. 

This widow knew her life was safe in the hands of God. She had nothing, 

but she knew God would take care of her. 

* 

This passage doesn’t mean that we should be irresponsible with what 

we have, go out and sell everything we own and give it to the church – 

because then we won’t be able to take care of our families – which is a 

responsibility God gave us. 

 

No – it only means that we should have our priorities right.  

 

God wants us to realise what that widow knew very well. Nothing we 

have means anything if we don’t have God in our lives. 

 

God gave us everything we have, and that’s why it’s important to take 

care of it, to share it with those in need, to use it to make sure his church 

will survive from generation to generation. 
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And that’s why we give to the church. Not only money, time and talents, 

but everything we are. Because we are 100% reliant on God. 

 

Without him, we are like a poor widow in Biblical times – lost, alone, 

empty, and voiceless. 

 

But with him – we can change the world! 

 

If you ever feel empty, please remember that if you have God in your live 

– he can fill every void.  

 

If you feel voiceless, please remember that God can speak on your 

behalf. 

 

So let’s take each other’s hands and be God’s stewards here on earth, 

and let’s do it in such a way that no-one will ever be left out, living on the 

margins of society. Let’s serve God as one big, caring family, using our 

hands to give, to help, to comfort, and to pray. 

 

Amen 


