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Sermon 

10 April 2020 

West Kirk of Calder/Polbeth Harwood/ 

Balerno Parish Church 

 

By: Rev Drs André & Jonanda Groenewald 

Good Friday 

Reading: Mark 15:21-37 

Hymns: MP 537 On a hill far away  

CH4 374 The Servant King 

 

Call to worship: 

God who calls us into a new day. 

We come as we are to worship you. 

God of forgiveness, merciful one. 

We come before you with our praise. 

God of all compassion and promise. 

In you we live, move and have our being. 

 

MP 537: On a hill far away 

On a hill far away 

Stood an old rugged cross, 

The emblem of suffering and shame; 

And I love that old cross 

Where the dearest and best 

For a world of lost sinners was slain. 

So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
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Till my trophies at last I lay down; 

I will cling to the old rugged cross 

And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 

Opening prayer & Lord’s prayer 

Lord, your love is eternal 

And your faithfulness lasts forever. 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

you humbled yourself, 

obedient to the point of death: 

help us to follow you whatever the cost. 

Jesus, you are the name above all names: 

we bend our knee before you now, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

We pray that you will draw close to us on this night and protect us from 

all harm 

Be with us now, Lord wherever we are…  

 

We ask this in the Name of Jesus who taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for ever.  Amen. 

 

Bible reading: 

Mark 15:21-37 
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21 A certain man from Cyrene, Simon, the father of Alexander and 

Rufus, was passing by on his way in from the country, and they forced 

him to carry the cross. 22 They brought Jesus to the place called 

Golgotha (which means “the place of the skull”). 23 Then they offered him 

wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him. 

Dividing up his clothes, they cast lots to see what each would get. 

25 It was nine in the morning when they crucified him. 26 The written 

notice of the charge against him read: the king of the Jews. 

27 They crucified two rebels with him, one on his right and one on his left. 

29 Those who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and 

saying, “So! You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in 

three days, 30 come down from the cross and save yourself!” 31 In the 

same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked 

him among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but he can’t save 

himself! 32 Let this Messiah, this king of Israel, come down now from the 

cross, that we may see and believe.” Those crucified with him also 

heaped insults on him. 

 

33 At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon. 34 And at three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud 

voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”). 35 When some of those standing near 

heard this, they said, “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.” 36 Someone ran, filled a 

sponge with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to 

drink. “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down,” 

he said. 37 With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. 

Thanks be to God for his holy word. 
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Sermon 

Hindsight. People say it’s a good thing. And they are right. 

 

But in a way, I think hindsight makes the story of the crucifixion of Jesus 

easier for us to bear today – because we know that that is not where the 

story ends. 

 

But in that moment – hanging on a cross – surrounded by darkness and 

feeling completely alone – Jesus didn’t know how things were going to 

play out. 

 

He knew God had a plan. A plan he had a key role to play in. And 

although he begged his Father to let this cup of suffering pass him by, 

God said no. And Jesus accepted God’s will. He did what he had to do. 

 

In the darkest of all his days, Jesus didn’t yet know that his final hour 

would actually turn into the dawn of a new day – a day brighter than all 

others, lighting up the world for all eternity. 

 

I can’t help but wonder what must have gone through Jesus’ head as he 

was hanging there on that cross, exhausted, hurting – inside and out – 

looking at the people in the crowd – those smug with accomplishment, 

those distraught in their sorrow…  

 

I wonder what he was feeling? Or was he completely numb by this time? 

 

Thank goodness his story didn’t end here. Although he didn’t know it at 

the time… 
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What about our own stories? We are living in a dark time at the moment. 

I’ve heard war veterans say that not even the 2nd World War was as 

scary as this – because at least they knew exactly who they were 

fighting… 

 

A scary time indeed. But please remember: we are living through this 

NOW. It might look dark around us, but we don’t know what the outcome 

is going to be. 

 

It took 3 days for Jesus’ story to change from black to bright. 

 

Our current situation won’t last forever. And because of what happened 

to Jesus on that very first Good Friday, we know for a fact that we don’t 

have to face any hardships alone. 

 

It might be dark around us today, but by the grace of God, the sun WILL 

shine again for all of us. 

 

And in the meantime, all we can do is be patient. We need to trust God, 

like Jesus taught us to do. 

 

In faith we have to believe that one day we’ll be able to look back at our 

lives, and with the wisdom of hindsight say: We made it, however hard it 

might have been for us, because God was with us.  

 

Amen 
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Prayer of thanksgiving 

Jesus our Saviour, 

We are grateful for the sacrifice you made on our behalf, 

Forgive us when we only trust in ourselves. 

Open our hearts for your unchanging love and our lives to your grace; 

continue within us your healing work 

so that we may live as your servants 

and children of your kingdom, 

now and forever. 

 

Crucified Jesus, 

hear our prayer for those in special need; 

that your Father may heal the sick, 

comfort the dying and the bereaved, 

give safety to travelers, 

free those unjustly deprived of liberty, 

and rid the world of falsehood, hunger and the Corona virus …. 

 

Pause for silent prayer… 

 

Crucified Jesus, 

we offer our prayers in your name 

and through the power of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

CH4 374: The Servant King 

From heaven you came, helpless babe, 

Entered our world, your glory veiled; 

Not to be served but to serve, 
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And give your life that we might live. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 

 

Come see his hands and his feet, 

The scars that speak of sacrifice, 

Hands that flung stars into space 

To cruel nails surrendered. 

This is our God, the Servant King, 

He calls us now to follow him, 

To bring our lives as a daily offering 

Of worship to the Servant King. 

 

Benediction 

Receive the blessing of God, and go in peace: 

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with 

you all and with all whom you love. On this Good Friday, and forever 

more. 

Amen 

 

  


