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Letter from the Minister 
 

April 2022 

Dear Friends 
 

The bright yellow daffodils in the landscape around us can 
only mean one thing – Easter is around the corner! The pale 
colours of winter are slowly fading away to make room for 
the bright colours of spring! And I don’t know how you feel 
about it – but to me it’s always as if something inside me 
feels lighter this time of year – it’s almost as if you can feel 
the change you see in nature, inside of you too! 
 
And in a way, that is exactly what we celebrate during 
Easter. It began with the very dark end to Jesus’ life – when 
he died on a cross and a big stone was rolled in front of his 
tomb. The whole world went dark that day. But only for a 
short time. Because when that stone was rolled away three 

days later, a light started to shine that is still shining brightly today. Jesus is 
alive! Jesus is the light for the world. 
 
And if we make a point of walking in this light, we won’t get stuck in the deep, 
dark corners of despair we can so easily find ourselves in. If we only focus on 
what is going on in the world, there is not much light to be seen: the pandemic 
isn’t over yet, the Russian invasion of Ukraine is casting a shadow over the 
whole world, and in our personal lives we so often experience things that seem 
to drain every last drop of colour out of our lives… 
 
But please remember – no matter how dark it is around us, or within us, it 
won’t ever be as dark as it was for Jesus, for 3 days, in a tomb. But that stone 
is rolled away now – forever – so that all of us can live in the light. Let’s hold 
on to this and never allow the darkness to consume us. 
 
Easter is a time to celebrate new life, new possibilities, new opportunities. So 
instead of giving in to the darkness, let’s pray for peace and love and 
reconciliation. And do everything in our power to make life better for those 
around us, because in a time where so many things are taken out of our 
hands, this is something we can do! 
 
May God bless all of you this Easter. 
Nanda 
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1 Corinthians 15:35 - The Assurance  
35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 

come?” 

 

Faith, we are told, is one of the greatest qualities of the Christian life, an essential 

ingredient of genuine discipleship. But living with faith is far from easy as times, for 

most of us prefer cast-iron certainties to promises we must accept on trust. 

Nowhere is this more so than when it comes to the fact of death and our hope of 

eternal life. We believe in the resurrection and the kingdom of heaven, but we can’t 

help wishing we knew a bit more about it. Where will it be? How will we get there? 

When will it come? What will it be like?  

These and a multitude of other questions all too easily play on our minds, insidiously 

undermining our confidence. ‘If only we knew’ we tell ourselves. ‘If only we could 

see, then it would all be so much easier’. But the fact is we do not need to see 

anything more than God has already revealed, for true faith should be based on 

what we experience today as much as what we’re promised tomorrow. When God 

is an ever-present reality in our life, we need no proof as to the future.  

These words are from a hymn ‘From I know who holds tomorrow’, by Ira F Stanphill  

I don’t know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day; 

I don’t borrow from its sunshine, for its skies may turn to grey, 

I don’t worry over the future, for I know what Jesus said; 

And today I’ll walk beside Him, for He knows what is ahead. 

Many things about tomorrow 

I don’t seem to understand 

But I know who holds tomorrow 

And I know who holds my hand.  

 

Prayer 

Loving God, teach me to leave all things in your hands, trusting for tomorrow 

through what I know of you today. Even when I cannot see you, when life 

seems dark and hope seems to be in vain, teach me to keep faith with you 

knowing that you will keep faith with me. Amen. 

 

Rev. A. Quilter 
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Easter at our churches 

 

What a privilege to be able to have all our Easter services again this year! 

Please join us: 

Sunday 10 April – Palm Sunday – Polbeth Harwood Church, 10am 

******** 

Thursday 14 April – Maundy Thursday Service and Communion – Polbeth 

Harwood Church, 7pm      please note there will be no pot-luck supper but you 

can enjoy a hot cross bun with a cup of tea or coffee after the service 

******** 

Friday 15 April – Good Friday Service – West Kirk of Calder, 7pm 

******** 

Sunday 17 April – Ecumenical early morning Easter Service – Auld Kirkyard, 

West Calder – 7am 

******** 

Sunday 17 April – Easter Sunday Service – West Kirk of Calder, 10am 
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Hey Kids, we were all so busy enjoying our early blast of heat and sunshine when suddenly 

April fool’s day crept up on us….Well, were any of you caught out?? 

They say laughter is the best medicine. 

So here’s a small daily dose to raise a smile. 

Why do eggs like April Fools’ Day? 

They love practical yolks.   

Why was everyone so tired on April 1st? 

Because they just finished a long 31-day March 

What did April Fools’ Day say after it won an award? 

Prank you.         

A couple of pranksters broke into the local police station and stole all the lavatory 
equipment.                     

A spokesperson was quoted as saying, “We have absolutely nothing to go on.” 

Did you know April 9th is Unicorn Day? 

 
The unicorn was first used on the Scottish royal coat of arms by William I in the 12th 
century. What is known is James II wholeheartedly embraced the legend, and the unicorn 
became the symbol of purity and power that Scottish kings and nobility identified with in 
the 15th Century, when King James III was in power, gold coins even appeared with the 
unicorn on them. Over time, this led to the unicorn becoming officially recognised as 
Scotland's national animal. Check out this link to learn more: 
https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20190408-what-unicorns-mean-to-scottish-identity 

Palm Sunday is 10th of April, and the service will be held in Polbeth Harwood that Sunday 
so we hope you can join us. If you are lucky enough to be away on holiday see if you can 
complete our Palm Sunday puzzle to remind you of the special event we celebrate on that 
day! Sandra and her team will have some fun in store for the kids. 

Easter Sunday and our service is in the West Kirk, this is a wonderful celebration service 
and of course a few challenges for the kids and perhaps even a sweet treat? Hope you can 
join us! 

https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20190408-what-unicorns-mean-to-scottish-identity
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Many thanks to everyone who helped make our Spring Kirk’s café the great day 

it was, the sun shone and it was very well supported. Thank you all very much as 

we raised the great sum of £700 for our church. 

Date for your diary evening of Friday May 13th, we will be hosting a family Bingo 

evening in the West Kirk hall. We will give you more information on how to book 

your seat nearer the time. 

We are also delighted to announce that after a two year gap we are planning on 

holding a holiday club this year once again, which will run from August 1st -5th in 

Polbeth Harwood church. The format will be as in previous years, children 

attend Monday to Friday from 10am -12:30pm, and we will share all our best 

bits on the Friday evening. 

Would you like to be a helper this year? Or do you know of someone who would 

like to join us? It really is a great experience and we need new helpers to come 

and join our team so please give it some thought and speak to Nanda or Lorna if 

you need any more information. 

 

Photographs wanted 

On 31st May 2022 Polbeth Harwood Church will celebrate 60 

years since opening. If anyone has any photographs of events 

over the years we would love it if you could let us have a copy 

of them. 

You can either email them to marian.kinsman@btinternet.com 

or bring them along to the church any Sunday morning. We will 

scan the photos and get them straight back to you. 

mailto:marian.kinsman@btinternet.com
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Across 

1  ‘The baby in my — leaped for joy’ (Luke 1:44) (4) 3 A ‘don’t know’ in matters 

of faith (8) 

9  In the distant past (Jeremiah 2:20) (4,3) 

10 Armada (1 Kings 10:22) (5) 

11 Where Moses was confronted with the burning bush (Exodus 3:1) (5) 

12 Hair colour indicative of skin infection (Leviticus 13:30) (6) 

14 ‘The worries of this life and the — of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful’ 

(Matthew 13:22) (13) 

17 Expel (2 Kings 13:23) (6) 

19 What Jesus wrapped round his waist when he washed his disciples’ feet 

(John 13:4) (5) 
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22 The sixth plague to afflict the Egyptians (Exodus 9:9) (5) 

23 For nine (anag.) (7) 

24 Where there is no time (Psalm 93:2) (8) 

25 Goliath’s challenge to the Israelite army in the Valley of Elah: ‘This day I — 

the ranks of Israel!’ (1 Samuel 17:10) (4) 

Down 

1  ‘I will become angry with them and forsake them; I — — my face from them’ 

(Deuteronomy 31:17) (4,4) 

2  Usual description of prophets such as Amos, Hosea, Micah, and so on (5) 

4  ‘They cannot see the light of the gospel of the — — — , who is the image of 

God’ (2 Corinthians 4:4) (5,2,6) 

5  An animal’s internal edible parts (Leviticus 4:11) (5) 

6  Popular 20th-century religious novel by Lloyd C. Douglas, which became a 

1953 film starring Richard Burton (3,4) 

7  ‘A — on a hill cannot be hidden’ (Matthew 5:14) (4) 

8  One of the exiles, a descendant of Bebai, who married a foreign woman (Ezra 

10:28) (6) 

13 Old Testament hymn-singing (8) 

15 ‘And O what transport of delight from thy pure — floweth’ (7) 

16 Of felt (anag.) (3,3) 

18 ‘So — the — sets you free, you will be free indeed’ (John 8:36) (2,3) 

20 Comes between ‘bad’ and ‘worst’ (John 5:14) (5) 

21 ‘Neither height nor depth... will be — to separate us from the love of God’ 

(Romans 8:39) (4) 

Crossword Answers from Issue 138ACROSS: 1, Awaken. 4, Quench. 8, Hit me. 9, Sadness. 10, Semitic. 11, Ridge. 

12, Testimony. 17, Psalm. 19, Indulge. 21, Deserve. 22, Ariel. 23, Rose as. 24, Beggar. 

DOWN: 1, Aghast. 2, Attempt. 3, Eject. 5, Undergo. 6, No end. 7, Hasten. 9, Sacrifice. 13, Samaria. 14, Yelling. 15, 

Spider. 16, Dealer. 18, Asses. 20, Drake. 
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ORDINATION AND INDUCTION OF 

MRS GILLIAN ROONEY 

 

On 2nd December 2021 Mrs Gillian Rooney was inducted as minister of Giffnock 

Orchardhill Parish Church, Glasgow 

Now you will be asking. “How is that of special interest to us in the West Kirk 

and Polbeth?”  However, some of you will have known her as Gillian Ford. 

Gillian attended Sunday School in the West Kirk, was one of Beryl’s Brownies 

and a member of the then Junior Choir, and is remembered as a quiet, shy, 

pretty little girl with dark curly hair. 

Gillian worked as an Occupational Therapist before deciding to train for the 

Ministry. 

We wish Gillian, her husband and 3 daughters all the very best in her charge 

with Giffnock Orchardhill Parish Church. 

M Stott 

TeenTime  Primary 7 upwards 

TeenTime is a group for young folk aged P7 above who meet once a 

month on a Sunday evening in the West Kirk hall at 6:30pm. Fun and 

friendship and lots of activities. Come along and see for 

yourself………We look forward to seeing your there. 

May 15th and June 12th are our next dates and watch out for the 

emails with the details. 

Alison 
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EVERYTHING you’ve always wanted to know about your ELDERS… 

 

Each month Nanda is asking an elder form Polbeth Harwood Church and an elder from the West 

Kirk of Calder to answer a set of questions, and in this way we can get to know each other a little 

better! This month we will hear from Eleanor Davidson and Liz Dyer. 

Thank you for sharing a little bit of yourselves with us! 

 

Liz Dyer, West Kirk of Calder 

 

 

1. Where did you grow up? 

          I was born and brought up on the east coast until I went to university first in                             

          Aberdeen and then Glasgow. 

2. How long have you been a member of the Church of Scotland? 

         I became a member of the Church of Scotland in my late teens, then when I 

         lived in the north of England joined the United Reformed Church, where most 

        of the congregation were exiled Scots. On moving back into Scotland to West  

        Calder in 1984, we joined the West Kirk.  

3. When and where did you get ordained as an elder? 

         I was first ordained as an elder in the United Reformed Church in 1977, then 

         later in the Church of Scotland at West Kirk in October 1987. 

4. What do you like most about being an elder? 

         Whether through work or being an elder, I am a bit of a Jack of all trades – and 
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         master of none!  Being invited into members’ homes and sharing in the ups 

         and downs of their lives is a privilege. 

5. What is your favourite Bible passage? 

         Matthew 5: 1 – 12 the Beatitudes 

6. Tell us a little about your family. 

         Dave and I married in 1976 and the kids were born in the north of England, 

        though both now live and work in Scotland. 

7. Where do/did you work? 

         I spent my working life in the NHS, in the north of England and in hospitals in 

        Lanarkshire, Falkirk and Lothian. 

8. What is your favourite colour? 

         Heathery muted shades –purples, greens, blues. 

9. Do you have any hobbies/interests? 

         I’ve always been keen on walking though nowadays at more modest heights 

        and distances than previously. In the winter months I play a bit of curling and in 

        spring, summer and autumn the garden demands a fair bit of care.  

10. What is your favourite food? 
        I’m happy to experiment with food and often alter recipes to suit whatever 

        happens to be in the fridge / freezer etc.   

11. What is your favourite film/TV-series/book? 

        I haven’t been to the cinema in years so not a film fan at all, and don’t watch 

        much TV except for the occasional wildlife, travel  or science based 

        documentary. I’m a fan of crime fiction, but also enjoy a variety of  non-fiction. 

        Best book I’ve read in the past couple of years has been Shuggie Bain, by 

        Douglas Stuart. 

12. Are you a morning-person or a night-owl? 

        A bit of both. 

13. Name one thing you have always dreamt of doing. 

         Never been much of a dreamer, so just take each day as it comes. 

14. Any words of wisdom you would like to share? 

         To your own self be true. 
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Eleanor Davidson, Polbeth Harwood Church 

 

 

  

 

 

1. Where did you grow up? 

Polbeth 

2. How many siblings do you have?                                                                         

I have 3 sisters. 1 older and 2 younger 

3. How long have you been a member of the Church of Scotland?                      

51 years 

4. When and where did you get ordained as an elder? 

June 1992 in Polbeth Harwood Church 

5. What do you like most about being an elder? 

I love getting involved in all aspects of church life and having a 

blether with people I wouldn’t normally visit 

6. What is your favourite Bible passage? 

Ecclesiastes 3:2 To everything there is a season (a time to be born 

and a time to die)                                                                                                     
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7. Tell us a little about your family. 

I have been married to John for 45 years. We have a daughter, 

Arlene, and a grandson, Reuben aged 6 who keeps us all on our 

toes. I am now retired and John is a Chauffeur. We have both lived 

in Polbeth all our lives and have been in our present house since we 

married in 1976. 

8. Where do/did you work? 

My last job was a Tax Collector in the Civil Service. Not the best of 

jobs but someone has to do it. 

9. What is your favourite colour? 

         Red 

10. Do you have any hobbies/interests? 

Knitting and reading  

11. What is your favourite food? 
 Chicken, broccoli and cheese sauce   

12. What is your favourite film/TV-series/book? 

 Jungle Book / Call the Midwife / Any book by Mary Higgins Clark 

13. Are you a morning-person or a night-owl? 

 Night Owl 

14. Name one thing you have always dreamt of doing. 

 Having my own coffee shop 

15. Any words of wisdom you would like to share? 

 If you haven’t anything good to say about someone then say 

 nothing. 
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Church Calendar 

Events: April 

 

 

Events:May 
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Parish Record 

Deaths 

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

20th February – Donald Macfarlane, Deanburn Gardens, Seafield 

24th March – Thomas Hilson Cuthill Crescent, Stoneyburn 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere  sympathies  

and prayers.      

 

Living God, 

Help us to take strength from the truth of the resurrection; 

 help us to remember that though  

we each travel through our own times of trial, 

 though the darkness may surround us,  

your light will always shine.  

Amen  
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