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Letter from the minister 

 

 

Dear friends 

 

There is no time like the Christmas season to remind us 

that the light of Christ always shines in our lives – even 

when it is very dark around us. 

 

Jesus said: “I am the light of the world”. And that is what I 

think of every single time I see Christmas lights in people’s 

windows, in the shops, and in the streets. The beautiful 

Christmas lights bring more than just light though – they 

bring warmth, and an atmosphere of joy and peace. There 

might be people in the world who see these lights as mere 

decorations, but we know the real reason these lights 

shine – because at this time of year we celebrate the birth 

of the “Light to the world”. So, as you get yourself ready for 

Christmas this year – don’t feel harassed because you  
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have so much to do, or because you have to listen to 

Rudolph the red nose reindeer over and over again while  

you try to get your shopping done, or because so many 

people have no idea what Christmas really is about…  

 

Rather, take a deep breath, focus on the lights, and 

remember what they represent: Jesus, our Saviour, the 

light of the world. Let’s not allow the commercialised 

version of Christmas take the joy out of this most special 

time in the life of a Christian – let’s look deeper, let’s see 

through it – and notice Jesus Christ at the centre of it all. 

Because this world would be a very dark place without the 

light Christ brings. Let’s see the light, and if that is not 

possible, let’s be the light this Christmas – let’s allow 

Christ to shine his light of love through every single one of 

us… 

 

May God bless you all this Christmas and in the new year. 

 

Nanda 
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Introducing Gillian Couper, Candidate for Ministry 

 

Hello everyone! It’s been such a pleasure to meet 

many of you these past few weeks at West Kirk and 

Polbeth Harwood, over tea after the services and 

during community events. For those of you I have 

not met, my name is Gillian Couper and I am a 

Candidate for Ministry with the Church of Scotland 

(i.e. trainee) on placement with Nanda’s supervision.  

I drove home after my very first Sunday feeling very warmly welcome 

and excited about my time “out West”. I live in central Edinburgh with 

my husband and our bouncy dog (see pic!), where I’ve been involved 

with Greyfriars Kirk and its social enterprises for a number of years. My 

first placement as a Candidate was “out East” in North Berwick. I’m 

delighted to get the chance to spend time in all the Lothians during my 

training. 

My placement will be for around six months, during which I will spend 

10 hours a week participating in church life (i.e. trotting around after 

Nanda and trying to be useful to her and some of you!). I’ve already 

enjoyed a pastoral visit, school services, various meetings and assisting 

in worship services. I look forward to joining in as many aspects of 

church life as I can in the coming months. I will be at one or two “meet 

me at the manse” if anyone would like to come along and say hello! 

Dates to be planned. 

Placements are incredibly valuable experiences (we do four 

placements in total), which help us Candidates experience what 

ministry and church life is like in different places with different people. 

So, thank you all very much for having me, and making me feel so 

welcome. 

Much warmth, Gillian 
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Reflection – John 1:12, 13 (NRSV) 

12 But to all who received him, who believed in his 
name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 
the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

RSVP – four letters which we ask people to indicate their 
acceptance of an invitation or otherwise. It’s a way of 
politely asking the recipient not to put the invitation away 
and forget about it, or to delay their reply until the very last 
minute, but to respond as soon as possible.  

 

There is a sense in which we see something similar in the 
events of the birth of Jesus, and indeed throughout his life 
and ministry. First, it was Mary, asked to respond to God’s 
word pronounced by Gabriel, and her response was swift 
and unreserved: ‘I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be to me 
just as you say’, Luke 1:38.  

 

Next, it was Joseph challenged to think again about 
breaking off his engagement to Mary, his response too 
was equally prompt: ‘After waking from his sleep, Joseph 
did as the angel of the Lord had instructed, taking Mary as 
his wife’, Matthew 1:24.  

 

Then, it was the shepherds, told that a Saviour had been 
born to them in Bethlehem, and from them too there was 
no hesitation: ‘They came with haste, and found Mary and  
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Joseph, and with them the baby, lying in a manger’, Luke 
2:16.  

 

Finally, there were the wise men, seeing the star in the 
east and immediately following it. ‘They knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their gifts, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh’, Matthew 2:11.  

 
The coming of Christ was an invitation to respond, and it is 
an invitation that God continues to extend today – to you, 
to me, to everyone. It’s no use just receiving it and then 
putting it away; no good thinking we can put off a decision 
until some other time, for God is asking you, as he asked 
so many all those years ago and he asked so many since: 
RSVP. 

 

 

Prayer 
Gracious God, teach me that I need to go on making my 
response to the good news of Christ; that it is not a one-off 
thing, once done and then forgotten, but an ongoing 
commitment. So, once more, I bring you my service and I 
dedicate my life to you in his name. Amen. 

 

 

Rev Alison Quilter 
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Special Events in Church this December 

 

Bereavement Service 

Polbeth Harwood Church  

December 7th at 15:00 

A special service dedicated to 
those we have loved and lost. 

An open invitation to everyone to 
come along and take a special 

moment to remember. 

 

 

 

Gift Service 

 9:30 West Kirk 

  11:15 Polbeth Harwood 

 Anyone wishing to bring along a gift 

to this service is invited to put the gift 

under our tree to support those in 

need. 

 All are welcome with or without a gift. 

 

More information on the specific charities each church are giving 

to can be found in each church notice board.  

14th 

December 
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   Evening of Christmas Music                                       

14th December 19:00 

West Kirk 

Relax into the spirit of Christmas at 

our evening of Christmas music.  

With special guests! 

 

 

A great mix of all your favourite 

songs, carols and hymns! Fun, 

friendly & free!  

Remember your Santa hat and 

lights, not essential but fun!  

Open plate for donations at the end to a local charity.        

Light refreshments served in the hall at the end. 

 

United Nativity Service 

21st December 10:00 

West Kirk 

The nativity story told by a 

group of carol singers.       

This service is led entirely by 

children from both churches. 
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Christmas Eve Family Service 
 

 

24th December 18:30 

Polbeth Harwood 

All age family service, remind 

the wee ones the real reason 

for the season. 

Everyone welcome. 

 

Watch Night Service  

24th December 23:30 

West Kirk 

Join us for a time of carols, 

quiet reflection, and 

community, as we welcome the 

moment of Christ’s birth.                        

We look forward to sharing this 

holy night with you. 
 

# 

United Worship 

28th December 11:15 

Polbeth Harwood 

4th January 9:30 

West Kirk 

 

May the true spirit of Christmas shine in your heart and light your path 
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The Bridge     ‘16 to 25+ year olds’   

 

‘The Bridge’ for young folk aged 16 to 25+ years old is held 

quarterly. A get together and have a blether, sharing a meal 

or light snack and explore our faith and discuss things that 

matter to you as young folk in 21stC.  If you are interested, 

please get in touch with me or Nanda and bring a friend along 

too! 

We meet in Polbeth Harwood Church Café Area on a 

Wednesday at 7pm. Our next scheduled meeting will be on 

Wednesday 17th December for our Christmas get together.  

The Bridge let’s stay connected!  Look forward to seeing you 

there! 

Nanda, Sandra and Alison 
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Dates for your 2026 Diary  

 

A United “Scottish Themed Service” 

Sunday 25th January 9:30 in the West Kirk 

This is when we will have “Weel-kent” music, & hymns. 

Bible & drama readings in modern day Scots.  

We invite everyone to wear a wee bit tartan, tae blend in and bring along 

a pal!                                                            

 After the service there will be “Scottish fayre and a cuppa” in the hall to 

which everyone is warmly invited. 

 

 

“A Service to Celebrate the Gift of Love” 

Sunday 15th February @ 9:30 in the West Kirk  

& 11:15 in Polbeth Harwood Church 

As the Sunday nearest St Valentine’s Day the focus of this service is on 

the theme of Love. 

Married in this Kirk – or elsewhere – this gives an opportunity to reflect 

on your years of love & commitment together. 

Married - or single – this also gives an occasion to thank God not only for 

the love which lies at the heart of all our relationships but also 

acknowledge that God is the source of all our loving and that he wants to 

help us strengthen our love for one another whatever the connection. 

The warmth of love is further celebrated with  “Bubbly & Cake” in the 

halls after the services.  
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We believe that children are a vital part of our church family. That’s 

why we’re so excited to invite your children to join us for Sunday 

Club, JAM Club, and Bible Class on Sunday mornings.  

We have a dedicated team of volunteers who help and guide the 

children by playing games, making friends, doing crafts, and learning 

about God’s love for us all, in a fun and modern way. 

Some special events in which the children take part during the year 

are - Harvest Thanksgiving celebration, Remembrance Day service, 

and our much-loved Christmas Nativity service.  

These moments are so important in the lives of our children, and our 

churches, and we can’t do it without you and your support. Your 

presence and support, whether big or small, are a powerful 

encouragement to our children and to our team of volunteers.  

We hope you’ll encourage your children to come along and join us. 

SUNDAY CLUB: West Kirk – Meet 

in church at 9:30am or in the hall 

at 9:45am. 

BIBLE CLASS: West Kirk – First 

Sunday of the month, same times 

as above. 

JAM CLUB: Polbeth Harwood – 

Meet in the church at 11:15am. 

 

Please Note: The above groups break for the holidays on  21/12/25 

and resume on 11/01/26. 

 

To all Families in Our Community 
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Echoes of our Past, From the Kirk Archives 

 

Recently at the West Kirk we held a Church mouse event for children and 

adults to come and explore the church like never before.   

It was very well attended, and, as an extension of this we enjoyed a very 

special service on September 14th during which, we shared some 

interesting facts about our church.  

We have some really interesting, and very old artefacts which, tend to be 

stored away and forgotten about.  So we have decided to share some of 

these on a regular basis in the church magazine.  We are starting off with 

an article which appeared in a newspaper in the early 1950’s giving a brief 

insight into the origin of West Calder.  

The second item is one of our oldest copies of a Parish Newsletter dated 

March 1897.  

This letter was written by Dr. James A. Anderson who was the minister 

from 1894-1927, the second minister of the new and current West Kirk of 

Calder.  John D GRANT was the last minister of the old Kirk and the first 

minister in the new church.  1870- 1894 
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2026 Holiday Club 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for a fun time next summer with an amazing team of 

volunteers and a brilliant group of kids? A week not to be missed!   

Get the date in your diary now as you plan your 2026 holidays.     

Week commencing August 3rd, 2026. 
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Blythswood Care Shoebox Appeal 2025 Update 

 

Thanks to all the efforts of the congregations of The West Kirk, 
Polbeth Harwood, Limefield UF Church, Community friends and 
groups including the West Calder Cubs for supporting the Annual 
Appeal. 

 

A Total of 102 Boxes were filled and have already been through 
the Sorting Centre and are on route by road to Eastern Europe in 
time to reach their destinations for distribution by Christmas Day. 
£120 in monetary donations was forwarded on to support the 
transportation costs. 

 

Many of you are interested to know how many boxes of each 
category were made up.  

 

So for this year..... 

 

Boys (3 - 7 years) = 12 

Boys (8 - 12 years) = 7 

Teen Boys = 3 

Men = 16 

Girls (3 -7 years) = 19 

Girls (8 - 12 years) = 12 

Teen Girls = 6 

Women = 25 

Older Women = 2 
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The Charity appears to be having issues recruiting volunteers to 
support collecting donations from Groups in the Lothians. Please 
keep this vital work in your prayers as without this service, it 
becomes very challenging for those of us co-ordinating the 
project locally to try and resolve getting the boxes to the Sorting 
Centres at short notice in the working week. 

 

Lets spare a thought as the Sundays in Advent pass, to think of 
the difference the boxes received in those weeks will have made 
to the person opening them. The Joy of the colourful wrapped 
box, the array of practical gifts within, the message of Love that 
someone who doesn't know them took time to fill the box to show 
they care enough about them in particular and finally the Hope in 
the Christian message that our Lord's Birth brings to the whole 
world. 

 

Thank you one and all for your support.  

 

Watch out in 2026 for maybe some new approaches to helping 
the project to meet the needs of the changing stage in our 
Congregations approach to the project. 
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Across 

1  Provisional 
meeting place 
of God and 
the Jews 
(Exodus 25:9) 
(10) 

7  David’s 
third son, 
killed when his 
head got 
caught in a 
tree during a  
battle with his 
father (2 
Samuel 
18:14,15) (7) 

8  They ruled much of the west coast of South America in the 15th 

   and early 16th centuries (5) 

10 Small deer of European and Asian extraction (4) 

11 Seized control of (Numbers 21:25) (8) 

13 Terror (Luke 24:5) (6) 

15 First World War heroine shot by the Germans in Brussels, Nurse 

   Edith …. (6) 

17 Stormy (8) 

18 A bitter variety of this, together with lamb and unleavened bread, 

   was the Passover menu for anyone unclean (Numbers 9:11) (4) 

21 Arson (anag.) (5) 

22 How John Newton described God’s grace in his well-known hymn 

   (7) 

23 Habitation (Isaiah 27:10) (10) 



23 
 

    

Down 

1  …. and see that the Lord is good (Psalm 34:8) (5) 

2  The wicked man flees though no one pursues, but the righteous 

   are as …  as a lion (Proverbs 28:1) (4) 

3  One of the exiles, a descendant of Parosh, who married a foreign 

   woman (Ezra 10:25) (6) 

4  He escaped from Nob when Saul killed the rest of his family and 

   joined David (1 Samuel 22:19,20) (8) 

5  City and lake in Central Switzerland (7) 

6  Offer your bodies as living …. , holy and pleasing to God 

   (Romans 12:1) (10) 

9  Pouches carried by horses (Genesis 49:14) (10) 

12 One who accepts government by God (8) 

14 Aromatic substance commonly used in Jewish ritual (Exodus 30:1) 

   (7) 

16 He asked Jesus, ‘What is truth?’ (John 18:38) (6) 

19 Are (Romans 13:1) (5) 

20 You are to give him the name Jesus, because he will … his people 

   from their sins (Matthew 1:21) (4) 

 

Answer from issue 171 

ACROSS: 1, Jehoiachin. 7, Endured. 8, Eased. 10, Rash. 11, 

Startled. 13, Easier. 15, Rubric. 17, Impurity. 18, Feet. 21, Eye at. 

22, Ready to. 23, Holy Spirit.  

 

DOWN: 1, Judas. 2, Harm. 3, Is duty. 4, Cheerful. 5, Insular. 6, 

Jezreelite. 9, Dedication. 12, Secretly. 14, Supremo. 16, Stir up. 

19. Egypt. 20, Hair. 
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What a year! As we approach Christmas and the end of 

the year 2025 (already - I know!), I would love to take 

this time to reflect on the year we’ve had and the 

children and families we’ve been able to support 

through your generosity and partnership. Looking to 

the churches we’ve journeyed with, the friendships 

formed and families uplifted I’d love to share with you 

some of the joy seen in both number and story form... 

 

In the year 2025 we have seen 64 children supported in Edinburgh and the Lothians 

through befriending, because of your support, volunteering, praying and giving! 

That’s 35 families alone and isolated who have had the opportunity to flourish 

through friendship, support and knowing that someone else cares. 

 

Across Scotland, we have seen 37 new volunteers trained to support families through 

befriending or hosting and join us on the journey to reach even more children and 

families. There have also been 36 new enquiries from individuals, couples and 

families exploring what it could mean for them to become a foster carer, adopter or 

supported lodgings host. Around 80 churches across Edinburgh and the Lothians are 

partnering with us, considering what it means to engage deeper with the needs of 

children and families in their local communities through volunteering, prayer, 

exploring fostering/adoption and through training, enabling the church to feel 

equipped in their outreach and mission. 

 

Each of these numbers represents an individual. A family life transformed, a prayer 

partner so faithfully bringing needs to God, a volunteer giving of their time and 

finding joy in the families they’ve journeyed with, the stepping stones towards 

creating space for a child in the family through fostering, a home opened up to invite 

the outcast in. We have seen churches responding to the need by uplifting adoptive 

families and language surrounding the care system welcomed in, and by feeling 

equipped through training to support additional needs within their kids ministry. In 

these numbers there are countless stories of hope, and I’d love to share just one with 

you now… 
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We recently supported a mum and her son, Charlie*. Mum had recently moved to 

escape from an abusive relationship, and this had been difficult for the whole 

family. Charlie was matched up with one of our male volunteers, David*. Over time, 

they began to form a friendship, and our volunteer would take him to the skatepark 

which he loved. On the way home, Charlie asked where David would be going for 

dinner, and David said his family were eating at a church dinner tonight. Charlie 

ŀǎƪŜŘΣ άŎŀƴ L ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗΚέ Charlie, his mum and his little brother all came 

ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ς ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƳǳƳΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ǎƻ 

welcomed into the church, even going along to the toddler group over the next few 

weeks after a church member invited her. The church gathered around the family 

and bought a bike for Charlie to use when out in the skatepark with David! 

 

For me, this depicts the power of the church in action, working collectively to 

welcome, to support and to love children and families in their community, offering 

beacons of light in the darkness, and showing them Jesus through their words and 

actions. I love that they gathered around the family and the volunteer, each playing a 

part in bringing hope. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about church partnership and how we can 

support you in seeing children and families thrive in your church and your community 

please do get in touch! I would love to hear from you and explore what it might look 

like in your church family and your context. 

 

Finally, we love that you are praying for and with us. Let’s thank God for the joy we 

have witnessed this year and the stories of hope we have seen! Let’s continue to pray 

that He would transform the lives of children and families, volunteers and host 

homes, foster carers and adopters, and of the church as a collective whole. It is 

through God that we see transformation happen, and so we bring our requests 

before him, remembering all that he has done and rejoicing in His goodness! 

 

That's all from me - as always do get in touch if you would like to explore this further - 

and when it comes... 

Happy Christmas! 

 

With love and blessings, 

Caitlin and the team at Safe Families and Home for Good 
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                                        THANK YOU. 

  I would like to say a big thank you to everyone for the lovely 

flowers, cards, text messages,  phone calls  and visits that I have 

received during my recent spell in hospital and recuperation at 

home, it has been very much appreciated. 

Thankfully, I am now on the road to recovery and hopefully will be 

well enough to meet up with everyone at some of the events 

leading up to Christmas. 

Once again a huge thank you and Season’s Greetings to 

everyone. 

 

Margaret Hogg 

 

WEST KIRK OF CALDER UPCOMING  FUNDRAISING EVENTS. 

The Fundraising Group at the West Kirk are holding a Christmas 

Coffee Morning on Saturday 6th December from 10am  - 1pm. 

Tickets priced £5 for adults or £3 for children can be purchased 

from fund raising members or you can pay at the door on the day. 

Stalls will include home baking, craft, bottle stall, lucky dip and a 

raffle for a hamper filled with seasonal goodies. 

The group are also hosting a Winter Warmer on Saturday 17th 
January from 12 noon until 2pm when soup and sandwiches will 
be on sale. 

Please come along, bring your friends and perhaps meet up with 

someone you have not seen for a while and have a chat. 
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          The Quiet Service 

 

The next quiet service in Polbeth Harwood will be held 

on Wednesday 17th December at 3:30pm, followed by 

Wednesday 28th January 2026 at 3:30pm in the 

‘quiet room’. All are welcome to this short service 

followed by tea, coffee, biscuits and a ‘blether’.  Entry 

via the Ramp Door. 

Anyone who would like to come and needs assistance 

with transport should call Sandra Dixon on 

07855861223. 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

Sandra and Alison 
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Reflection – Ecclesiastes 11:7 (NRSV) 
 

7 Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun. 

 

How do you greet the thought of another year? Does it thrill you 
with a sense of new beginnings or does it bring an uneasy sense 
of time passing faster than you’d like it to?  

Hopefully it’s the former, but on occasions over the coming 
months we’ll probably all see a time as a foe rather than a friend. 
When life is good, we want it to stand still so that we can hang on 
to it for ever – only, of course, we can’t, and those special 
moments soon become distant memories.  

When life is busy, we want more time, for there simply isn’t 
enough to go around. When life is dull, bringing yet more of the 
same old routine, time drags…….For a host of reasons we can 
end up yearning for extra time or wishing it away, and in each 
case we fail to appreciate the time we have. 

How, then, do we escape from the impasse? Perhaps the 
following: firstly, no matter what our responsibilities, we must 
learn to take things at a more leisurely pace, building into each 
day a few moments to be still in the presence of God.  

Secondly, we need to take things as they come, letting go of 
worries about the future or regrets concerning the past and 
remembering that each moment is God’s gift.  

Thirdly, we must remember that we live in the context not simply 
of our brief human lifespan, but of God’s eternity. In other words, 
quite literally, as the song goes, we have all the time in the world, 
and more! Yes, we’ll occasionally end up chasing our tails, 
wishing we could stop the clock or wondering why its hands seem 
to move slowly, but we’ll have also learnt to appreciate life to the 
full. 

Rev Alison Quilter 
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Parish Record   
               

Baptism                         

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as them.” 

23rd September – Robyn Jean Johnston Griffin, infant daughter of Mark 

and Nicola, nee Pew 

Deaths                                                                   

Jesus said “I am the resurrection and the life.” 

To all who have lost a loved one we extend our sincere sympathies 

and prayers.    

15th September – Ian Forrester, Burngrange, West Calder 

16th October – Dorothy Campbell, Kingshill View, Forth 

20th October – John Greer, Peacock Nursing Home, Livingston 

21st October – Janet Walker, Dickson Court, West Calder 

23rd October – Robert Boyd, Mungle Street, West Calder 

30th October – Karen Burns, Langside Gardens, Polbeth 

15th November – Elizabeth ‘Betty’ White, Limefield Avenue, Polbeth 

Here, there, 

without, within, 

in shadow, in light, 

amid storms, in the centre of calm 

... there is always a place, God abides beside us. 

in the heights, and in the depths, 

nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
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Saturday 6th  Festive Kirks’ Cafe West Kirk 10.00 
Sunday 7th   Holy Communion 

 
Bible Class 
Annual Bereavement 
Service 

West Kirk 
Polbeth Harwood 
West Kirk 
Polbeth Harwood 

09.30 
11.15 
09.30 
15.00 
 

Wednesday 10th  Wednesday Warblers West Kirk hall 11.30 
Thursday 11th  Beyond Kirk Walls 

services 
Dickson Court 
Burngrange Home 

13.45 
15.00 

Sunday 14th  
 

Lessons, Carols and 
Gift Service 
Jak’s Den Concert 
Evening of Christmas 
Music 

West Kirk 
Polbeth Harwood 
West Kirk 
West Kirk 

09.30 
11.15 
14.00 
19.00 

Wednesday 17th  WL Council Christmas 
Service 
Quiet Service 
The Bridge 

West Kirk 
 
Polbeth Harwood 
Polbeth Harwood 

10.00 
 
15.30 
19.00 

Thursday 18th  Bellsquarry PS Service 
Jingle & Mingle 

Polbeth Harwood 
West Calder High 
School 

10.00 
13.30 

Friday 19th  Parkhead PS Service West Kirk 09.30 
Sunday 21st   Nativity Service West Kirk 10.00 
Wednesday 24th  Xmas Family Service 

Watchnight Service 
Polbeth Harwood 
West Kirk 

18.30 
23.30 

Sunday 28th   United Worship Polbeth Harwood 11.15 
 

 

December 25 
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Sunday 4th   United Worship West Kirk 09.30 
Thursday 8th  Beyond Kirk Walls 

services 
Dickson Court 
Burngrange Home 

13.45 
15.00 

Sunday 11th  Morning Worship West Kirk 
Polbeth Harwood 

09.30 
11.15 

Wednesday 14th  Wednesday 
Warblers 

West Kirk 11.30 

Saturday 17th  Winter Warmer 
Event 

West Kirk 12.00 – 
14.00 

Sunday 18th  Morning Worship 
 

West Kirk 
Polbeth Harwood 

09.30 
11.15 

Tuesday 20th  Meet me @ The 
Manse 

Manse 14.00 
-  15.00 

Sunday 25th    United Scots Service West Kirk 09.30 
Tuesday 27th  Meet me @ The 

Manse 
Manse 14.00 

-  15.00 
Wednesday 28th  Quiet Service Polbeth Harwood 15.30 

Friday 30th   Youth Group  19.00 
Special Note –  

In February, there will be a “Service to 

Celebrate the Gift of Love” on Sunday 15th 

(the Sunday nearest St Valentine’s Day)  

There is the promise of “Bubbly & Cake” 

following each service. 

 

 

 

January 26 
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CHURCH UNION 
 

On Sunday the 23rd of November we had congregational meetings in 

both our churches to consider a basis of union between the West Kirk 

of Calder and Polbeth Harwood Church. 

 

The outcome of the vote was positive, which means that from            

1st of January 2026, we will be one church under the heading of West 

Calder and Polbeth Parish Church of Scotland. We will, however, keep 

our two original buildings which shall remain as West Kirk of Calder and 

Polbeth Harwood Church. 

 

From then on, we will have one Session, but we will still have worship 

services in both our buildings on a Sunday with some united services 

throughout the year as we have had for some time now. 

 

May God bless us in this new chapter! 

 

 


